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Chapter 1

The Face of the
Ancient Near East
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MODERN STATES AND THE
ANCIENT NEAR EAST
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SYRIA AND LEBANON
o City
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- Sahara Desert

A second, less important
interregional highway linked
Arahia with Damascus. This "King's
Highway" (Num. 21:22) extended

s Clty
= International Coastal Highway
—— King's Highway

f : =—— 5ea routes
[tom Ezion-geber an the wip of the

Gull of Agabah through the Trans-
jordan to Damascus. Impaortant cit-
ies along this route included Kir
hareseth, Dibon, Heshbon, Ramoth-gilead, Ashtaroth, and
Karnaim, Caravans conveyed spices and perfumes as well as
other goods from the Arabian Peninsula along this route, Though
ol less importance militarily than the International Coastal High-
way, the economic potential of the Kings Highway occasioned
muny conllicts between Istael, Damascus, and other minor king-

—— Other routes

doms of the Transjordan region,
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The Middie East
Physieal Geography

The major countries of the Middle East bor-
der on deserts to the west and south, and
mouriains to the north and east. A moun-
tain range also extends from north to south
paralleling the Mediterranean coast,

The foothills along the Syrfan and Arabi-
an deserts are forested mainly with oaks and
pines. The great rivers of the Nile and the
Tigris and Euphrates flow through the desert
lands, making them irrigable. The whole
area serves as o land bridge between the two
continents of Africa and Asin.

International Rowtes

The routes in the Middle East conform to
the terrain and climate of the area. Two
major routes demand special mention, The
coastal route (Via Maris or Way of the Sea,
cf. Isalah 9.1) connects Egypt with Assyria
and Babylon. Beginning in Tanis it skirts the
coast 1o Gaza, crosses the Carmel range at
Megiddo and goes through the Plain of

Jezreel to Hazor, Here it divides In two

branches, one going north through the
Begjaa valley between the Lebanon and the

Antilebanon ranges along the Orontes valley

ta Hamath, and then ta Aleppeo. From Alep-
po it divides again, rning south 1o Tiphsah
on the Euphrates and continuing beyond 1o
Mari, Babylon and Ur, or going north to Car-
chemish and then eastward to Haran, Gozan
(Guezanu ) and Nineveh, From Hazor the
alternative route goes to Mari by way of
Damascus and Tadmor (Palmyra).

The second major route is the King's
Highway (cl. Numbers 20.17; 21.22 and map
2), which goes south from Damascus 1o
Elath and on to the oasis of Tema and to
Southern Arabia,



Chapter 2

Natural Regions of Palestine
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Palestine
Physical geography

Palestine may be divided into
four zones from west Lo gast.

The Coastal Zone 15 narrow in
the north, widening into the
Plain of Acco, and south of the
Carmel Range it broadens into
the Coastal Plain,

The Ceritral Mountain Range con-
tinues the Lebanon and Galllean
mountains into the central
mountains south of the Valley
of Jeereel (the Plain of
Esdraglon) which are broken by
broad open valleys, and further
south in the more forbidding
mountains of Judea by narrower
valleys, finally melding Into the
steppes of the Negeb,

The Jardan Valley, a part of the
CGireat Rift Valley which extends
from Turkey o Central Africa, is
dominated by the Upper Jordan
River which rises in the foothills
of Mount Hermon to flow
through Lake Huleh to the Sea
of Galllee, and continues as the
Lovwer Jordan River to the Dead
Sea. South of the Dead Sea it
becomes the Arabah Valley,
which extends to the Gulf of
Agaba.

Thie Travsiorcdan Plateas is called
Hauran in the north, the Central
Highlands south of the Yarmuk
River, and Southern Highlands
sauth of the Dead Sea. To the
cast of the mountains les the
Svrian desert,

Finally, a striking characteristic
of the land Is the series of trans-
verse valleys from the Central
Mountain Range to the Mediter-
ranean and o the Jordan River
from both the Central Mountain
Range and the Transjordan
Plateau.
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CROSS SECTIONAL VIEWS
OF LONGITUDINAL ZONES
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NORTHERN COASTAL PLAINS,
JEZREEL VALLEY, GALILEE, AND
BASHAN
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PLAIN OF DOR, PLAIN OF SHARON,
SAMARIA, JORDAN VALLEY, AND GILEAD
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The Old City of Jerusalem Today



MODERN POLITICAL DIVISIONS
OF ANCIENT PALESTINE
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Chapter 3

Life in Ancient Palestine
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Chapter 4

Before Abraham



SELECTED NEOLITHIC AND

CHALCOLITHIC SETTLEMENTS |

#« Meolithic settlement

& Chalcolithic settlement
4  Mountain peak

PALEOLITHIC PERIOD

The Paleolithic period, or “Old Stone Age,” describes
that stage when people lived by hunting and gathering. Forag-
ing for food and hunting wild animals consumed practically all
ol lile’s energies,
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THE TABLE OF NATIONS

enesis 10 presents a list of nations descended from many of the people-groups Isracl as shie entered the

9 the three sons of Noah: Japheth, Ham, and Shem. promised land (Amorites, ]uhuﬁltm Hivites,
This “Tahle of Nations" is unigue in the anclent Girgashites, and others) are listed as Hamites.

waorld and contains seventy names of ancestral heads of nations The last and moest extensive part of the list contains

and peoples known o Tsracl, The list proceeds from the less twenty-six descendants of Shem, the ancestor of Istael. Genesis

importang, for the purposes of the writer, 1o the most impartant. ll:_lﬂlﬁ-cnnn%?ﬁhtﬁ with Abram (Abraham), who recetved

The lourtcen descendants of Japheth are named first Japheths God' ﬂmw of l'xluﬂngnwf’hnpc for the human race

X descendants generally are associated with arcas narth and (Gien. lll-ﬂ{:‘ s |

n l'I-i'ITIhW‘l‘.:Slii_Bf'EIMIH.. including mainland Greece, Asia Minor Iﬂﬁfaum ol umruﬁ%ﬁtdmﬁmn Temains

] {modern Tarkev), ceruin Mediterrancan istands (Crete, Cyprus, upcertain. Some of the names seem 1o refer (o areas of northwest
pnd Rhodes), and the mounwminous areas from Armenia 1o the Mesopotamia (Eber, Peleg, Aram). Elam was a1 the bend of ihe
Caspian Sea. (Persinn Gull, while Asshurand Arpachshad are in the upper -

The list next names thirty descendants of Ham. The Tigris region. Several names can be located plaustbly in

Hamites generally are located in Marth Africa (Egypt and the Sgdﬁtﬂnnd {Havilah, Ophir). The thirteen sons of Joktan are
Sudan’, along the coast of Somaliland and the west Arabian relaged to the tribes of the Ambian Peninsula

coasts, and in certain sections ol Mesopotamia, Canaan along with

THE TABLE OF NATIONS
GEN. 10
« City
City |uncertain location)
(I Descendants of Japheth
B Descendants of Ham
UFAL Descendanty of Shem
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The Biblical Table of
Nations

Giemesis 10

The genealoglcal table in Genie-
&% 10 reflects sraels views of
wirld geography in the post-
Exilic period, It was probably
compiled in the 5th or 4th cen-
tury B.C., incorporating earlier
ratertals and primitive tradi-
tions, The peoples of the warld
are divided Into three groups
descended from the three sons
of Noah: Shem, Ham and
Japheth. Despite the many dou-
blets in the list, it is evident that
Shem lives to the east, Ham to
the south, and Japheth to the
north, corresponding to the
three regions of the earth then
recognized. The names are repre-
sented here on a modern map of
the Middle East,

The Biblical Table of
Mations in the Hellenistic
Period

Niehilees B9

The hook of Jubilees from the
2nd century B.C. presents a
revised form of the table of
nations in Genesis 10, interpret-
ing it in the light of the new
geographical knowledge of the
Hellenistic period. 1t tells how
thee world was allotted to the
three sons uf Noah, Shem
recelved the best part, the cen-
tral part of the earth bounded by
a line extending northward to
the Tina (Do) River through
Karaso (Hellespont) and the
Caspian and Me'at (Azoy) seas,
and southward from Karaso
through Lud to the waters of
Pedan (Red Seap, All the lands
north and west of this Hne
belonged to Japheth, and the
lands south and west were the
heritage of Ham.
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Chapter 5

The World of the Patriarchs
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PALESTINE IN THE MIDDLE
BRONZE AGE (ca. 2000-1550)
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THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM
GEN. 1 1:27-12:9
o City
o Gty [uncenaln lecation)
& Mountaln peak
s Ahraham's migration route
o == Ahraham's afternative migration route
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ABRAHAM IN CANAAN

GEN, 12:10=14:24; GEN, [8-22
o ity
City (uncertain location)
o= Abraham's migratian 1o Hml and returmn o Canaan
of == Atraham's route of battle with enemy kings
o= M |l|tary route of the kings from the north In Gen, 14
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Abraham and
lsaac

Grepesdy 11.27-25.18
Abraham was from
Ur Kasdim, or Ur ol
the Childees, going
first to Haran in
Upper Mesopotamia
and then on 1o
Canaan, where he
settled in Hebron.
Through Isaac, his
son by Sarah, he
bBécame the ancestor
iof all the Israelite
tribes, Through Ish-
mael, his son by
Hagar, and other
sons by other wives,
he became the

ancestor of other
nations,

Jacob

Crenosis 27-35

Mhe tracitions about
Jacoly, who is also
identified as Israel

in Genesis 32,28
ond 3510, reflect
traditions of the
northern Kingdom,
suggesting o possible
association with the
Arameans or with the
deportees in
Mesopotamia.
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Chapter 6

The Egyptian Experience



Campaigns of Ahmose:
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EGYPT AND PALESTINE IN
THE LATE BRONZE AGE
e City

Ciry [uncertain location)
ﬂ:l Egypt
[j Egyptian influgnce
|:| Mitanni
Heth

." -~




Sites in the Amarna
Archives

During the relgn of Amenophis
IV {1352-1336 B.C.), also known
as Akhenaton, the roval resi-
dence was moved from Thebes
to Akhetaton, today Known as
Tell el-Amarna, where an archive
comprising some 400 letters
wrilten in cunelform on clay
tablets has bBedn discovered.
Some were addressed to the
Esyptian pharaoh by rulers of
the ather greal powers of Baby-
lon, Mitanni and Hittites, but
they wiere mainly from vassal
kings in Palestine and Svria.
These letters reveal insights into
the political relationships of the
Late Bronze Age, especially dur-
ing the twenty years covered by
the archifve — the Amarna perlod,

The map gives the namies of
places in their later biblical
forms where possible, Not all
the names in the corréspon-
defce are shown, however, as
many Iavie not yet been identl-
fied.
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CAMPAIGNS OF THUTMOSE 111

AND AMENHOTEP It . = m
s City e o '_-._E
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CANAAN IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY:
THE TELL EL-AMARNA TABLETS

& ity ar city-state mentioned in the
Amarna Tablets

Mentioned city {uncertain location)
x Habiru harassment of local rulers
E Kingdom af Shechem
i Kingdom of Amurry
Selected kings mentioned
in the Amarna letters:

1 Labayu 5 Rib-Adda

2 Abdl-Tishrl & Zurata

3 Abdi-Hepa 7 Birdiya

4 Milkily 8 Abdi-Ashirtu




| THE EGYPTIAN EMPIRE
AND THE HITTITES

a City
s Campaigns of Seti |
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The Egyptian Empire in
the Near East

In-a Second Intermedinte Period
a part of Egypt was ruled by Jor-
eigners, the Asiatic Hyvksos (15th
dynasty), who made Avaris in
the eastern delta their capltal,
But about 1550 B.C. the first
kings of 18th dyvnasty were able
b ekl the foreigners and
reunify Egypt. The succeeding
kings, especially Tutmose (1]
(1453741425 B, conguerned
Palestine and Syria (o make

Egvpt a great power, dominating
the lands of the castern Mediter-
ranean and the Near East,

Archacologically this marked
the beginning of the Late Bronee
Age,

The International Balance
of Power, ca. 1400 B.C.

About 1400 B.C. the Middle East
wits divided Into a number of
regions, each with an estab-
lished monarchy, Relations
between the regions were gov-
ermed by treaties, Inter-dymastic
marriages, and exchanges of
technicians (e.g. physicians and
architects) and of material gins.
Interregional commerce lowr-
ished, and within each region
commerce was gencrally a royal
monopoly. Palestine was a
province of the Egyptian em-
pire, which was at the peak of its
power under Amenophis 11
(1390-1352 B.C),
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ROUTE OF THE EXODUS

EXQD, 13:17-19:3,
NUM, 108 =120 8 33:1-30

ol Narihern roule

f - s Ceptral route

1“ o = Alernate cantral moale
} = Southern route

THE

1 Alternate route from Jebs!
k. “#=* Musa 1o Kadesh-barnea
\ & City ; ]
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= Major toads




Chapter 7

The Exodus
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KADESH-BARNEA

NUM, iy Fog 20:1; TkdE-29
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JOURNEY OF THE SPIES
NUAL LR ll_.- NI 3 f oL T
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City (uncertain locallon )

& Ouaals

&  Mountaln peak
o= |ourncy of the twelve spies
I The promised land




THE JOURNEY FROM KADESH-BARNEA
7O THE PLAINS OF MOAR

NUM. 20-21; T1:07-4%,
REUT, 1= NNKZ Pi:i3-28

o Clty
& Gy (uncertain location)

&  Mountain peak
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=== Possible alternate route [
o == [sraglite battie missions
o= Sihon attacks
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Chapter 8

Conquest and Settlement
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The Conquest of Canaan

Numbers 13-14; 21-32; Deuteronomy 2-3; Joshua 12

The map is based on three distinct traditions which were eventually
combined in a single narrative, The mission of the spies in Numbers
13-14 reflects an immigration into Canaan from the south. The con-
quest of Transjordan is recounted in Numbers 21-32 and Deuterono-
my 2-3. The conquest of Canaan is finally summarized in Joshua 12
by a list of conquered lands and cities. These three traditions account
for all the territory of Palestine and the southern Transjordan later
claimed by Israel.
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The Conquest by Joshua

Joshua 2.1-11.15

The account of Joshua’s conquest deals with only two areas in the
promised land. The first campaign was in the south, concentrating
primarily in the area later occupied by the tribe of Benjamin, and
with the Israelites’ base camp at Gilgal near the Jordan (Joshua 2-10).
The second campaign was the conquest of Galilee at the battle of
Merom Waters and the capture of Hazor, the chief city of the region
(Joshua 11.1-15). No mention is made of the central hill country (cf.
the lists in Joshua 13-19,
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The Division of the Land

Joshya 13=19,

foshua 15.20-63; 18,21-28;
19,446

After Joshua's conguest, the land
was divided among the tribes of
Israel. The lsts in Joshua 13=19
contaln diverse elements. Some
deseribe boundaries while others
are lists of cities. Dating the lists
is difficult because they reflect
different perlods in the history
of [srael. One of the lists (Joshuo
15.20-62, the cities of Judah) is
generally assigned to the reign
of King jostah, The

final composition of Joshua
13-19 was evidently during the
Hasmonean period, reflecting
their territorial claims,
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The Levitical Cities :
fushua 21; 1 Chronicles 6.39-66 40a

{Vidlgate 6,.54-81)
Whaen the land of Palesting was
divided among the tribes of
lsrael the clans of the priestly
tribe of Levi were not allotted a
single area for their settlement.
Instead they were given certain
cities within the areas allotted to
the other tribes, A number of
these cities were also designated
places of refuge, where a person
accused of accidental killing
could find sanctuary from
AVerIgers,

The origins of this st ane
unknown.




CHEEN  Major judges
iy Chideer judges

Clty
Cliy [uncerain locaton)

Muonentain peak

N

Wi
Ty T p—




The Period of the judges

Jieeges 1=21; 1 Sanreie! 1-7
The time between the conguest
of Palestine and the relgn of
King Saul is called the period
of the judges. Judges 1-21 and
I Samuel 1-7 preserve the tradi-
tions of vartous tribes and clans
from this period as they were
later edited to form a cantinu-
ous narrative, [t s almost impos-
sible to determine the chrono-
logical and historical relation-
ships of these traditions to each
other and assign them precise
dates,

lin the archaviology of Pales-
tinie this is the early Iron Age,
approximately between 1200
aned 1000 8.0, The map shows
the extent to which the
Israelites were able to occupy
the land of Canaan, and the
areas and cities they were anable
to conguer Judges 1.27-36).
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GIDEON'S BATTLES
WITH THE AMALEKITES
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THE MINISTRY OF SAMUEL AND
ANOINTMENT OF SALIL
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THE KINGDOM OF
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Saul f
10 -
T Sunviel 9-312 2 Saeiael 20813

I Chreonicles 9.35-10, 14

In response 1o external pres
sures, especially from the
Philistines, the leader Saul from
the tribe of Benjamin sucoeeded
about 1000 B.C. in uniting the
tribes and clans of srael as a
kingdom, or rather a chiefdom,
although he was unable to
establish their territorial Integri-
ty. His refgn was characterized
externally by wars and intermal-
Iv by his rivaley with David, Saul
was killed together with his sons
in battle against the Philistines
on Mount Gilboa, probably in
an attempt to foin together the
territories of the central and
northern Israetite tritses.
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Chapter 9

The Kingdom of David
and Solomon



DAVID'S RISE TO POWER
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David

2 Sineel 2<1 Kings 2; 1 Chironi-
cles 11-29

David was first anointed king of
Judah in Hebron, and then alsg
king of lsrael after the death of
Ishbosheth. He conguered the
Jebusite city of Jerusalem and
made it his capital. He then pro-
ceeded to capture several
Canganite cities in the north
(Megiddo, Taanach, Beth-shan),
and in the following years sub-
jugated the kingdoms of Edam,
Maoab and Ammon. Apparently
the Philistines in Damascus and
Aram were vassals,

In 2 Samuel 24 there is the
account of a census commis-
sioned by David and undertaken
by laab, The itinerary followed
by Joab in 2 Samuel 24.5-8 pre.
septs an ldeal outline of the
extent of David’s Kingdom,
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Solomon

I Kings 1=12; 2 Clironiicles 1-9
Solomon's empire extended far
beviond the borders of Israel. His
vassal states included Aram,
Armumon, Moab and Edom, and
his commercial ventures
expanded throughout the
known world. He organized his
administration effectively, divid-
ing Israel Into twelve provinees
based on the traditional tribal
boundaries, with a governor for
cach province.

The map shows the twelve
provinces as described in 1 Kings
4, and the cities he fortified as
an inner ling of defense (1 Kings
9. Finally, it was Solomon who
built the Jerusalem temple.
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SOLOMON'S ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES
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SOLOMON'S BUILDING
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Solomon’s Temple

I Kings 6-7; 2 Kings 11; 2 Chronicles 3—4

In 965 B.C. King Solomaon began to build the temple north of
Jerusalem on the threshing floor of Araunah, also known as Mount
Moriah (2 Chronicles 3.1). Although it was seven years in building, it
was only a part of a larger palace project which took thirteen years to
complete. Little is known about the palace, and this map is a recon-
struction based largely on excavations of contemporary palaces and
temples in the Middle East.




e

i W
JERUSALEM IN THE TIME OF
DAVID AND SOLOMON
2 5AM, 5:6-12; 24:18-25
I CHR. I 14-0
I KRGS, §-7 &8
2CHR. 34
& Mountain peak
Il Gate
s Gty walls
preesy “City of David®

“eed The Old Jebusite/Canaanite City
' Possible addition by David

_ Temple Mount

X Spol elevation

i

Contour Interval = 334t (10m)




Chapter 10

The Kingdoms of
Judah and Israel
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The Kingdoms of Israel
and judah

I Kivpgs 12-15; 2 Cluonicles
H-15

After Solomon's death, Israel
dividied into two Kingdoms:
ludah in the south with
lerusalem as its capital; and
lsrael in the north with it capi-
tal @t first at Shechem, then
Tirzgah, and finally at Samaria,
King Jeraboam built his own
temples at Bethel and ar Dan.
Only after pralonged combat
was the border estabilished with
Benjamin as part of Judah.

Shortly afver the division
Fharaoh Shishak lauwnched an
invasion of Israel and Judah.
King Kehoboam responded by
fortifying a number of cities in
Judah.

Thie map shows the border
between the kingdoms, the
route of Shishak’s invasion
faccording to the list of con-
guered cities recorded In thie
temple at Karnak), and the cities
fortified by Rehoboam.
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CONFLICTS BETWEEN ISRAEL
AND ARAM-DAMASCUS
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THE OMRIDE DYNASTY

I KGS. 18:15-31; 20-22;
2 KCE 3:d-27
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The Golden Age of the 9th Century B.C.

I Kings 16.23-2 Kings 13; 2 Chronfcles 17-24

In the mid 9th century B.C., King Omri of Israel and his successor
Ahab, with the aid of King Jehoshaphat of Judah, created an empliee
comparable to that of David and Solomaon. Meariwhile King Mesha
of Moab was secking to expand his power westward across the Jor-
dan. Political and religious tensions in lsrael led to Jehu's rebellion in
841 B.C., with the destruction of the royal houses of both Israel and
Judah and the decline of both kingdoms. This was the period of the
prophets Elijah and Elisha in the northern Kingdom,

The Golden Age of the Bth Century B.C.

2 Kings 13.10-15.7; 2 Chronicles 25-26; Amios

During the period of 790-750 B.C. the kingdom of Israel under fer-
oboam Il and the Kingdom of Judah under Azariah/Uzziah enjoved a
renaissance of power. Both Kings were successful in their wars against
Syria in the north, and against Ammon, Maoah, Edom and the
Philistines in the south. They broadly expanded the areas under their
authority and gained control over the major caravan routes —a
success made possible by the weakened state of the Assyrian empire;
This was the perlod of the praphets Amas of Tekoa and Hosea in the
north,
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PALESTINE
Travel Routes

The highways in Falestine are
dictated by the terrain and the
climate, Besides the two major
international routes - the coast-
al route (Via Maris, the Way of
the Sea of Isalah 9.1 KIV), and
the King's Highway of Numbsers
20.17; 21.22 (cf. map &) - two
further north-south routes
should be mentioned: one along
the crest of the Central Range,
and one through the Jordan Val-
ley, There were also several
important cross routes, such as
the road from the coast north of
the Carmel Range, going
through Megiddo and Beth-shan
to elly, or from Caesarea
through Samaria and Shechem
to the Jordan and on ta
Mahanaim, or from the coastal
route through Bethel and Jers-
cho to the Ammonite cities of
Rabbah or Heshbon, This system
of highways can be traced back
to the beginning of the Broneze
Age at the beginning of the
third millennium B.C.
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THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE UNDER
TIGLATH-PILESER 111
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THE FALL OF SAMARIA AND
DEPORTATION OF ISRAELITES
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- = Syrian caplives brought 1o Samaria
— Shalmaneser V and Sargan || campaign
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A [ Resctticd Israelites
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CASHDOD

The Fall of the Kingdom of Israel

2 Kings 15-17; 2 Clronicles 28, 16-21; lidahy 7-%; 10.28-32; 20

The Assvrian conguests after 750 B.C. led to the fall of the northermn
kingdom of lsrael, In 732 Tiglath-Pileser [ (744-727 B.C.) estab-
lishied Dor {Dury), Megiddo (Magiddu) and Gilead (Galaza) as Assyri-
an provinces, and made Israel and Judah vassal states. Israel rebelled
and was defeated by Shalmaneser ¥ (727-722 B.C.), and had its capi-
tal Samaria destroyed (722 B.C.). Sargon (1 (722-705) deported part of
the population to Assyria, and made the northern kingdom the
province of Samarina (Samarda). In 713 B.C. Sargon conguered the
Philistine cities In the south and organized them as the Assyrian
province of Asdudu (Ashidod), leaving the Kingdom of Judah sur-
rounded by Assyrian provinces,
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Chapter 11

Judah Alone amid
International Powers



HEZEKIAH'S PREPARATION
FOR REVOLT

2KGS. 18:1-8; 20:12-20
| CHR, 4:50-42
£ CHR. X2:1-84; 2731
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o City (modern name)
Gath L'melek City
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Judah under King Hezekiah

2 Kings 18-20; 1 Chronicles 4.35-43; 2 Chronicles 29-32;

Isaiah 10.28-32; 20; 36-39; Micah 1.8-16

Under Hezekiah (716-687 B.C.) Judah was a vassal of Assyria. Heze-
kiah attempted to strengthen his national defenses by designating
four cities as military depots. On the death of Sargon II (705 B.C.)
Hezekiah rebelled against his successor Sennacherib (704-681 B.C.)
who responded in 701 by invading Judah and besieging Jerusalem.
Sennacherib defeated an Egyptian force at Eltekeh and made his
headquarters in Lachish, the capture of which is depicted on the
gates of his new palace in Nineveh.
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Hezekiah's additlon according to
maximalist theory

Solomon's addition
9| | David's addition
Old Jebusite City
¥ Spot elevation
e Contour interval = 33ft. (10m)




SENNACHERIB'S
CAMPAIGN AGAINST JUDAH

2 KGS, 18:43-1%:37
154, 34-30
2 CHR. 32
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ASSYRIAN SUPREMACY IN

THE SEVENTH CENTURY
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THE REIGN OF JOSIAH |
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The Districts of Judah
under King Josiah

Josfunge [5.20-62; 18.21-28;
19,4046

These lsts enumerate the towns
in'the twelve districts of Judah.
According to recent schalarship
they reflect conditions during
the reign of JTosiah about 620
B although they are cited in
the book of JToshua o ilustrate a
much earlier period.

The map

shows the districts of Judah and
the relative density of thelr pop-
ulation in the time of Joslah.
Only the towns whose locations
have betn Identified are shown
on the map, The remainder are
listed below it. When the topo-
graphical evidence has been
convincing, some places have
Been transposed from the dis-
tricts ndicated in the book of
Joshua,



The Golden Age of King Josiah

2 Kings 21-23; 2 Chronicles 33-35

As the Assyrian empire weakened (cf, map 17), Josiah was able to
recapture parts of Israel that had been lost in 732 and 722 B.C. How-
ever, the extent to which he established his control over the former
northern kingdom is questionable. Josiah was Killed at Megiddo in an
attempt to halt an Egyptian army from joining forces to support the
Assvrian army in its frontier wars (cf. map 18). Josiah's reign saw the
beginning of Jeremiah's prophetic ministry.
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Chapter 12

The Babylonian Exile
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Exile in Assyria, Babylon and Egypt

2 Kings 17.6; 18.11; 24.11-16; 25; Exra 2.59: 8B.17;
Nehermtialt 7.61; Jeventials 29; 42—36; 52; Ezekiel 1.1-3; 3.15
The exlle, marking the beginning of the Jewish diaspora,
resulted from the deportations of the northern kingdom
of Israel to Assyria in 722 B.C., the southern kingdom of
Judah to Babylon in 397, 53487 and 582 B.C,, and the
flight of many of the remaining population of Judah to
Egypt after an unsuccessful uprising against the Rabylon-
lan governor in Mizpah In 582 B.C,

Palestine in the Post-Exilic Period

Etra 2.21-35; Netwerdah 3. 1-32; 7.26-38

When the Persian king Cyrus 11 (550-529 B.C.) con-
guered Babylon (n 539 B.C, with hardly a battle, Judah
became the Persian provinee Yahud,

The whole of Palestine was part of the 5th Persian
satrapy of Abar-Mahara (*[the land] bevond the
[Euphrates] River"); cf. map 19. The satrapy was divided
into provinees, two of which were Samaria and Yahud.
The capital of Samaria was Shechem, with the holy
mountain of Gerizim, In Nehemiah's time the governor
of samaria was Sanballat, and the governor of Ammon
wiis Toblah. Both governors together with the provinces
of Ashdod and Edom were opposed to Nehemiah and his
plans to rebulld the walls of Jerusalem.

There s a Hst of Jewish citles in Nehemiah 11.25-35,
but It probably reflects a different period, possibily
including places where the inhabitants escaped deporta-
tion in 587 B.C. The places Lod, Hadld and Ono which
are mentioned in Ezra 2.33 and Nehemiah 7.37 must
have been outside the province of Yahud,
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IN BABYLONIA
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JER. 52:28-34
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JEWISH REFUGEES
IN EGYPT

JER. 21-42; d4d:1
2 KOS, 25:25-20
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Chapter 13

The Persian Period
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THE RETURNS OF JEWISH
EXILES TO JUDAH

THE EDICT OF CYRUS: EZRA 1:2-4; 6:1-4
see alsn EARA 1:5-8:35
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THE PROVINCE OF JUDAH
AND NEHEMIAH'S ENEMIES
IN THE FIFTH CENTURY
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Chapter 14

The Hellenistic Period
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The Maccabees

1-2 Maccabees

In 168 B.C. Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 B.C,) set up an altar to
Zeus in the temple at Jerusalem. This led to a Jewish uprising under
the leadership of the priest Mattathias of Modein and his five sons,
the most prominent of whom was Judas Maccabaeus from whom the
movement took its name, After more than two decades of fighting
Judea achieved independence as a kingdom under Syrian rule. Its
royal dynasty was known as Hasmonean after Hasmon, the grandfa-
ther of Mattathias.
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JEWISH EXPANSION UNDER
THE HASMONEAN DYNASTY
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POMPEY'S CAMPAIGN AGAINST
JERUSALEM AND THE RESULTING
ROMAN SETTLEMENT 63 B.C.
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Part Three

THE
NEW TESTAMENT
ERA




Chapter 15

Rome's Emergence as a
World Power



EARLY ROME

Etruscan city-state
Latin setthement

Other [mportant colonkes
Clty allled with Sparta
Clty allled with Athens
- Reman sepuhblic
B - Ares of Latin tribes
S [ | Erruscan influence




= _._: 2

P
' ' £
™ e .
. ¥ CRALLLA e
- . v I
Ik Yo fra o AT M
[ s TiTERLE | M
. u""_“‘ b 18d-Jag
% ~. Ater frur wars, Macedionid
i '.'.. & anneird i § BrEVITCE
: = (ST 1R A o,
] Aty Y vy e AsTalnd P

M popands
i

| Wt = | '} kimgslom e Same 7 0

Vg e
Al g O [ TRT AL

M Narman Canees'

bt m A 3 Crene
H ohse. A il
ROMAN EXPANSION IN THE THIRD - M
AND SECOND CENTURIES n.c """'“’I.-; W {/s
s Clty LI 8 y ]

& City (uncerain location)
= Territory under Roman control

- Conguered by 200 pc
- Conquered between 200148 0.0,

Conguered or bequeathed

o Rome between |47-100 po.




CIVIL WARS AND THE EXPANSION OF

ROME IN THE FIRST CENTURY
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THE ROMAN EMPIRE IN
THE AGE OF AUGUSTUS
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Chapter 16

The Romans, Palestine,
and Herod the Great
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Chapter 17

The World of Jesus
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Palestine in the Time of jesus

Idumen, Judea and Samaria were adminis-
tered by a Roman prefect resident in Cae-
sarea who bore the title procurator after AD.
41. Herod Antipas was tetrarch of Galllee
and Perea, and Philip was tetrarch of
Gaulanitis and Batanea, lands to the north-
east and east of Lake Galilee. The cities of
the Decapolis were under the

eirect control of the governor of Syria.






Chapter 18

The Life and Ministry
of Jesus
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The Birth, Childhood and Baptism of Jesus

Matthew 1.1-4.11; Mark 1.1-13; Luke 1.1-4.13
Accounts of the birth, childhood and baptism of Jesus are found in
the first chapters of Matthew, Mark and Luke.



JOHN THE BAPTIST
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Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee and Journey to Jerusalem

Matthew 4.12-21.1; Mark 1.14-11.1; Luke 4.14-19.27
Jesus spent most of his ministry in Galilee, where he had grown up.
He traveled mainly around Lake Galilee, with his home in Caper-

naum. He may have gone to Jerusalem by way of Perea to avoid
going through Samaria.
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THE MINISTRY OF JESUS
BEYOND GALILEE
MATT, 152128 Ta:13=-20; 17113
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Jesus’ Ministry according to John

John

The account in the fourth Gospel differs in many ways from that of
the first three Gospels. For example, Jesus visited Jerusalem more
than once, and different places are named. This evidently represents
an independent historical tradition which emphasizes events other
than those in the synoptic Gospels.
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JESUS IN JUDEA
AND JERUSALEM
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Chapter 19

Early Expansion of
the Church
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PAUL'S CONVERSION
AND EARLY MINISTRY
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Paul’s Journeys

Acts 0 1-30: 11.25-30; 12.25; 13-14; 15.36-18.22; |8 23-21.17: 27 1-28. I&; Galatans [-2
While traveling to Damascus to persecute Christians there, Paul was himself converted,
and in Damascus hi was baptized. Then after some time in Arabla he returned to Dama-
scus, visited Jerusalem briefly, and continued actively in evangelism in Cilicia and Syria
with Antioch as his base. The church in Antioch sent him together with Barnabas on
his first missionary journey. After visiting Jerusalem again he undertook his second and
third missionary jourmeys which took him to Macedonia and Greece with extencled
perlods af activity in Corinth and Ephesus.

Bruring his thircd and last visit to Jerusalem Paul was arrested and taken first to Cae-
sared, and then to Rome,

Maps below illustrate the sequence of events narrated In Acts, Paul's own letters
wonld suggest a different reconstruction of the events,
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THE THIRD MISSIONARY
JOURNEY OF PAUL

ACTS 18:23-21:28

o *  Cly

m  5Site of the Seven Churches of Asia
& Mountain peak

= Roatds

= Pass

= Ppui’s routes




PAUL'S ARREST AND IMPRISONMENT

ACTS 21:15-26:32
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Chapter 20

The First Jewish Revolt



hatlr " ) I
o g \(}_
DISTRIBUTION OF ROMAN LEGIONS

IN THE TIME OF TIBERIUS
sy
e Boman leglons

- Roman Empire

Provincial boundaries




THE FIRST JEWISH REVOLT
« Clty
Clty |uncertain location)
&  Mouniain peak
! Hattle
) Slege
aiff—
‘—
= Vespaslan's comipaign .0, 68
|j Agrippa 1l's kingdom
|_MJ Roman procuraterial nile

Vespasian's campaign A0 67

Castius Gallun's campaign a0, A6

il |
il
BN
Eastern
Desert
(L] =] i 'II\ Bl N
B 1 X3 W Al K e
1IN

st




TITUS'S CAMPAIGNS

AD 69-70
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Herod's Temple

Herod the Great began work on the temple in 20/19 B.C., refurbish-
ing Zerubbabel's temple of 520-515 B.C. without intérrupting its use,
and expanding it on a grand and glorious scale. The building was
completed in A.D. 63, and destroyed by Titus in A.D. 70,

The temple was built on a platform raised to a height of 170 feet
above the rock base and measuring approximately 920 by 1590 feet.



Chapter 21

The Early Christian Church
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THE ROMAN EMPIRE IN THE EARLY
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