The Works of Rev.
Robert Murray
M'Cheyne,

MINISTER OF ST. PETER’S CHURCH,
DUNDEE

VOLUME II

SERMONS



PREFACE.

THE very favourable reception which the Christian public has
given to the "Memoir and Remains' of the author, by the Rev.
Andrew A. Bonar, has induced the Editor of this Volume, with
the sanction and approbation of a clerica friend of great
eminence and piety, intimately acquainted with the author and his
writings, and by whom the greater part of the work has been
revised, to publish these Additiona Remains, consisting of a
selection from the various Sermons and Lectures delivered by
Mr. M'Cheyne in the course of his ministry. Like those annexed
to Mr. Bonar's Memoir, they are printed from the author's MS.
notes, written as preparations for the pulpit, but not intended for
publication, or revised by him with that view.

This volume contains specimens of Discourses delivered in
all the years of the author's ministry; and the places and dates of
delivery are given at the close of each Discourse, wherever they
have been marked. The demand for their publication by members
of his flock and other friends, many of whom own him as their
spiritual father, has been loud and urgent. To all such the book
will be acceptable, as helping "to stir up their pure minds by way
of remembrance; " and, notwithstanding many imperfections,
which, in the circumstances of its publication, have been
unavoidable, the Editor hopes that, by the blessing of God, it may

be useful to others also into whose hands it may fall.
EDINBURGH, November, 1846.
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SERMONS, &c

SERMON .

I AM THEWAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE

“Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life; no man
cometh unto the Father but by me.”—JoHN 14:6

IT isthe saying of an old divine, that God often orders it, that
when He is in hand with the greatest mercies for us, then we are
most of all sinning against Him; which He doth to magnify his
love the more.

In the words | have read, we find an example of this. At no
time did the heart of Jesus overflow with a tenderer and more
sovereign love to his disciples, than when He said, “Let not your
heart be troubled.” They were troubled by many things. He had
told them that He was going to leave them; He had told them that
one should betray Him, that another should deny Him, that they
should al be offended because of Him that very night; and
perhaps they thought He was going from them in anger. But
whatever the cause of their trouble was, Jesus bosom was like a
vessel full to overflowing, and these words were the overlapping
drops of love: “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe aso in me.” Surely such words of confiding tenderness
were never whispered in this cold world before; and oh then,
think how cold, how dark, how dull is the question with which



Thomas breaks in upon the heavenly discourse: “Thomas saith
unto Him, Lord, we know not whither Thou goest; and how can
we know the way?’ And yet how condescendingly does Jesus
bear with their cold-hearted dulness! How lovingly does He
begin the very aphabet of salvation with them, and not only
answers, but over-answers Thomas,—gives him more than he
could ask or think. He asked about the way and the place; but
Christ answers, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father but by me.” Regarding this, then, as a
complete description of the gospel salvation, let us go over the
different parts of it.

I. Christ is the Way.—"l am the way; no man cometh,” etc.
The whole Bible bears witness that by nature we have no way to
the Father. We are by nature full of sin, and God is by nature
infinitely holy,—that is, He shrinks away from sin. Just as the
sensitive plant, by its very nature, shrinks away from the touch of
a human hand, so God, by his very nature, shrinks away from the
touch of sin. He is everlastingly separate from sinners; He is of
purer eyes than to behold iniquity.

(1.) Thiswas impressively taught to Adam and the patriarchs.
Aslong as Adam walked holily, God dwelt in him, and walked in
him, and communed with him; but when Adam fell, “God drove
the man out of paradise; and He placed at the east of the garden
of Eden, cherubim and a flaming sword, which turned every way
to keep the way of the tree of life.” This flaming sword between
the cherubim was a magnificent emblem of God,—the just and
sin-hating God. In the bush, He appeared to Moses as a
consuming fire; in the temple, He appeared between the cherubim
in the milder glory of the Shechinah; but here He appeared
between the cherubim as a sword,—a just and sin-hating God.
And | beseech you to remark, that this flaming sword turned
every way to keep the way of the tree of life. If it had not turned
every way,—if it had left some footpath unglared across,—then
Adam might have stolen in by that footpath, and made his own
way to the tree of life. But no: whatever avenue he tried,—
however secret, however narrow, however steep and difficult,
however silently he crept along,—still this flaming meteor met
him, and it seemed to say, “How can man be just with God? by
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh living be justified.” Well
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might Adam sit down, wearied with the vain search for a pathway
into life; for man by nature has no way to the Father.

But Christ says, “I am the way.” As He says in Psalm 16,
“Thou wilt show me the path of life.” No man could find out this
path of life; but Jesus says, “Thou wilt show it me: in thy
presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand are pleasures for
evermore.” Jesus pitied the poor sons of Adam vainly struggling
to find out away into the paradise of God, and He left the bosom
of the Father, just that He might open up a way for us into the
bosom of the Father. And how did He do it? Was it by escaping
the vigilance of the flaming sword? No; for it turned every way.
Weas it by exerting his divine authority, and commanding the
glittering blade to withdraw? No; for that would have been to
dishonour his Father’s law instead of magnifying it. He therefore
became a man in our stead,—Yyea, became sin. God caused to
meet on Him the iniquities of us all. He advanced in our stead to
meet that fiery meteor,—He fell beneath its piercing blade; for
He remembered the word of the prophet, which is written:
“Awake, O sword! against my shepherd, and against the man that
ismy fellow, saith the Lord of hosts.”

And now, since the glittering blade is bathed in the side of the
Redeemer, the guiltiest of sinners—whoever you be, whatever
you be—may enter in over his bleeding body, may find access to
the paradise of God, to eat of the tree of life, and live for ever.
Come quickly,—doubt not; for He says, | am the way.

(2.) The same fact—that man has by nature no way to the
Father—was impressively taught to Moses and the people of
Isradl.

When God condescended to dwell among the children of
Israel, He dwelt peculiarly in the holiest of al—the innermost
apartment of the Jewish temple. There the visible token of his
presence rested between the cherubim, at one time described to
us as a light inaccessible and full of glory, at another time as a
cloud that filled the temple. But this innermost apartment, or
holiest of all (or secret place, as it is caled in the Psalms), was
separated from the holy place by a curtain or veil; and through
that veil no man was allowed to pass, lest he should die, except
the high priest, who entered in once in the year, not without
blood. Now, no picture could express more plainly that the way
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into the holiest was not made manifest, that no sinful man has
any way of coming into the presence of God.

But Jesus says, “lI am the way.” Jesus was grieved that we
were shut out from the holiest of all—from the presence of God,;
for He knew by experience that in that presence there is fulness
of joy. But how did He open the way? Did He pull aside the vell,
that we might steal in secretly and easily into the presence of the
Father? No; but He offered himself an offering to satisfy divine
justice and reconcile us to God. “He said, It is finished, and
bowed his head and gave up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of
the temple was rent in twain, from the top to the bottom.” It is
finished: the punishment of the law is borne, the demands of the
law are answered, the way is finished, the vell is rent from the top
to the bottom! Not a shred of the dreadful curtain now remains to
intercept us. The guiltiest, the vilest sinner of you all, has now
liberty to enter in through the rent veil, under the light of
Jehovah’ s countenance,—to dwell in the secret of his tabernacle,
to behold his beauty, and to inquirein histemple.

And now, my friends, is this your way of coming to the
Father? Christ says, “I am the way; no man cometh unto the
Father but by me.” If, then, you will still keep to your own way,
whatever it be—whether it be the way of tears, or penances, or
vows of amendment, or hopes that God will not dedl strictly,—if
you will not be warned, you will find in the judgment-day that
the cherubic sword turned every way, and that you are left a prey
to the consuming fire.

But oh! if there be one soul that can find no peace in any self-
righteous way,—if there be one of you who find that you are |ost
in yourself,—behold, Christ says to you, “I am the way,” as He
says in another place, “1 am the door.” It is afull, free, and open
way, and it is a way for sinners. Why wait a moment longer?
There was once a partition wall between you and God; but Christ
hath cast it down. God was once angry; but his anger is turned
away from this blessed path. In Christ He is ever well pleased.

[1. Christ is the Truth.—The whole Bible, and the whole of
experience, bear witness that by nature we are ignorant of the
truth. No doubt there are many truths which an unconverted man
does know. He may know the truths of mathematics and
arithmetic—he may know many of the common every-day
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truths; but still it cannot be said that an unconverted man knows
the truth, for Christ is the truth. Christ may be called the key-
stone of the arch of truth. Take away the key-stone of an arch,
and the whole becomes a heap of rubbish. The very same stones
may be there; but they are all fallen, smothered, and confused,—
without order, without end. Just so take Christ away, and the
whole arch of truth becomes a heap of rubbish. The very same
truths may be there; but they are al fallen,—without coherence,
without order, without end. Christ may be called the sun of the
system of truth. Take away the sun out of our system, and every
planet would rush into confusion. The very same planets would
be there; but their conflicting forces would draw them hither and
thither, orb dashing against orb in endless perplexity. Just so take
Christ away, and the whole system of truth rushes into confusion.
The same truths may be in the mind, but al conflicting and
jarring in inextricable mazes; for “the path of the wicked is as
darkness; they know not at what they stumble.” But let Christ be
revealed to an unconverted soul,—let it not be merely a man
speaking about Christ unto him, but let the Spirit of God reved
Him,—and there is revealed, not a truth, but the truth. You put
the key-stone into the arch of truth; you restore the sun to the
centre of the system. All truth becomes orderly and serviceablein
that mind.

Now He knows the truth with regard to himself. Did the Son
of God really leave the bosom of the Father to bear wrath in our
stead?—then | must be under wrath. Did the Lord Jesus become a
servant, that He might obey the will of God instead of sinners?—
then | must be without any righteousness—a child of
disobedience.

Again, knowing Christ, he knows the truth with regard to
God. Did God freely give up his Son to the death for us all?—
then, if | believe in Jesus, there is no condemnation to me. God is
my Father, and God is love.

My friends, have you seen Christ, who is the truth? Has He
been revealed to you, not by flesh and blood, but by the Spirit of
our God? Then you know how true it is that in Him “are hid all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,”—that Ho is the “Alpha
and Omega,” the beginning and the ending of all knowledge. But
if you have not seen Christ, then you know nothing yet as you
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ought to know; all your knowledge is like a bridge without a key-
stone,—like a system without a sun. What good will it do you in
hell that you knew all the sciences in the world, all the events of
history, and all the busy politics of your little day? Do you not
know that your very knowledge will be turned into an instrument
of torture in hell? Oh, how will you wish in that day that you had
read your newspaper less and your Bible more,—that with al
your getting, you had got understanding,—that with all your
knowledge, you had known the Saviour, whom to know is life
everlasting!

[11. Christ is the Life—The whole Bible bears witness that by
nature we are dead in trespasses and sins,—that we are as unable
to walk holily in the world, as a dead man is unable to rise and
walk.

Both Scripture and experience alike testify that we are by
nature dead in trespasses and sins; and yet it is not a death in
which we are wholly inactive, for in it we are said to walk
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air.

This truth is taught us impressively in that vision of the
prophet Ezekiel, where he was carried out by the Spirit, and set
down in the midst of an open valley full of dry bones; and as he
passed by them round about, behold, there were very many in the
open valley, and lo! they were very dry.

Just such is the view which every child of God gets of the
world. The dry bones are very many, and they are very dry; and
he asks the same question which God asked of Ezekiel: “Can
these bones live?” Oh yes, my friends; and does not experience
teach you the same thing? True, the dead cannot know that they
are dead; and yet, if the Lord touch your heart, you will find it
out. We prophesy to dry bones; for thisisthe Lord’ s way;—while
we prophesy, the breath enters in. Look back over your life, then.
See how you have walked according to the course of this world.
Y ou have always been like a man swimming with the stream,—
never like a man swimming against the current. Look into your
heart, and see how it has turned against all the commandments:
you feel the Sabbath to be a weariness, instead of calling it a
delight and honourable. If ever you tried to keep the
commandments of God—if ever you tried to keep your eyes from
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unlawful desires, your tongue from words of anger or gossiping
or bitterness, your heart from maice and envy and
covetousness,—if ever you have tried this, and | fancy most
unconverted men have tried it,—if ever you have tried this, did
you not find it impossible? It was like raising the dead. Did you
not find a struggle against yourself? Oh how plain that you are
dead,—not born again! Marvel not that we say unto you, Y e must
be born again. Y ou must be joined to Christ, for Christ is the life.
Suppose it were possible for adead limb to be joined into aliving
body so completely that all the veins should receive the purple
tide of living blood,—suppose bone to join on to bone, and sinew
to sinew, and nerve to nerve—do you not see that that limb,
however dead before, would become a living limb? Before, it was
cold and stiff and motionless, and full of corruption; now it is
warm and pliable, and full of life and motion. It is aliving limb,
because joined on to that which islife. Or, suppose it possible for
a withered branch to be grafted into a living vine so completely
that all the channels should receive the flow of the generous sap,
do you not see that that branch, however dead before, becomes a
living branch? Before, it was dry and fruitless and withered; now,
it isfull of sap, of life, and vigour. It is a living branch, for it is
joined to the vine, which is its life. Well, then, just in the same
way, Christ isthelife of every soul that cleavesto Him. Hethat is
joined to the Lord is one spirit. Is your soul like a dead limb—
cold, stiff, motionless, and full of corruption? Cleave you to
Christ, be joined to Him by faith, and you shall be one spirit,—
you shall be made warm and vigorous and full of activity in
God's service.

Is your soul like a withered branch—dry, fruitless, and
withered, wanting both leaves and fruit? Cleave you to Christ; be
joined to Him, and you shall be one spirit. You will find it true
that Christ is the life; your life will be hid with Christ in God.
You will say, | live; “yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the
life which | now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

Remember then, my unbelieving friends, the only way for
you to become holy is to become united to Christ. And remember
you, my believing friends, that if ever you are relaxing in
holiness, the reason is, you are relaxing your hold on Christ.
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Abide in me, and | in you; so shall ye bear much fruit. Severed
from me, ye can do nothing.
DUNDEE, 1836.
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SERMON II.

CONSIDER THE APOSTLE AND HIGH PRIEST OF OUR
PROFESSION

“Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.”
HEB. 3:1.

WHEN a traveller passes very rapidly through a country, the
eye has no time to rest upon the different objects in it, so that,
when he comes to the end of his journey, no distinct impressions
have been made upon his mind,—he has only a confused notion
of the country through which he has travelled.

This explains how it is that death, judgment, eternity, make so
little impression upon most men’s minds. Most people never stop
to think, but hurry on through life, and find themselvesin eternity
before they have once put the question, “What must | do to be
saved?’ More souls are lost through want of consideration than in
any other way.

The reason why men are not awakened and made anxious for
their souls is, that the devil never gives them time to consider.
Therefore God cries, Stop, poor sinner, stop and think. Consider
your ways. “Oh that you were wise, that you understood this, that
you considered your latter end!” And, again He cries, “Israel doth
not know, my people doth not consider.”

In the same way does the devil try to make the children of
God doubt if there be a Providence. He hurries them away to the
shop and market. Lose no time, he says, but make money.
Therefore God cries, Stop, poor sinner, stop and think; and Jesus
says, “Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; consider
the ravens, which have neither storehouse nor barn.”

In the same way does the devil try to make the children of
God live uncomfortable and unholy lives. He beguiles them away
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from simply looking to Jesus: he hurries them away to look at a
thousand other things, as he led Peter, walking on the sea, to look
round at the waves. But God says, Look here, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of your profession; look unto me and be
ye saved; run your race, looking unto Jesus; consider Christ, the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.

|. Believers should live in daily consideration of the greatness
and glory of Christ

(1.) There was once a time when time was not,—when there
was no earth, neither sun, nor moon, nor star; a time when you
might have wandered through all space, and never found a
resting-place to the sole of your foot,—when you would have
found no creatures anywhere, but God everywhere,—when there
were no angels with golden harps hymning celestial praises, but
God aonewasall in all.

Ques—Where was Jesus then? Ans—He was with God. “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.” He
was near to God, and in perfect happiness there. “The Lord
possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of
old. Then | was by Him as one brought up with Him; and | was
daily his delight, regoicing always before Him.” He was in the
bosom of God: “The only-begotten Son which is in the bosom of
the Father.” He was in perfect glory there: “O Father, glorify
Thou me with thyself, with the glory which | had with thee
before the world was!”

Ques—What was Jesus then? Ans—He was God. The Word
was with God, and “was God.” He was equal with the Father.
“He thought it no robbery to be equal with God.” He was rich.
“He was the brightness of his Father's glory, and the express
image of his person.”

Now, brethren, could | lift you away to that time when God
was alone from all eternity; could | have shown you the glory of
Jesus then,—how He dwelt in the bosom of the Father, and was
daily his delight; and could | have told you, “That is the glorious
Being who is to undertake the cause of poor lost sinners,—that is
He who is going to put himself in their room and stead, to suffer
al they should suffer, and obey all they should obey,—consider
Jesus, 1ook long and earnestly, weigh every consideration in the
balance of the soundest judgment,—consider his rank, his
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nearness, his dearness to God the Father,—consider his power,
his glory, his equality to God the Father in everything,—consider,
and say do you think you would entrust your case to Him? do you
think He would be a sufficient Saviour?’—oh, brethren, would
not every soul cry out, He is enough—I want no other Saviour?

(2.) Again, there was a time when this world sprang into
being,—when the sun began to shine, and earth and seas began to
smile. There was a time when myriads of happy angels springing
into being, first spread their wings, doing his commandments,—
when the morning stare sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy.

Ques—What was Jesus doing then? Ans—“Without Him
was not anything made that was made.” “By Him were all things
created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visble and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers. al things were created by Him and for Him.” Oh,
brethren, could | lift you away back to that wonderful day, and
show you Jesus calling al the angels into being, hanging the
earth upon nothing;—could you have heard the voice of Jesus
saying, “Let there be light, and there was light;”—and could |
have told you, “That is He who is yet to undertake for sinners;
consider Him, and see if you think He will be a sufficient
Saviour; look long and earnestly;”—good news, good news for
sinners, if this mighty Being undertake for usl—I can as little
doubt the sureness and completeness of my salvation as | can
doubt the sureness of the solid earth beneath my feet.

(3.) But the work of creation is long since passed. Jesus has
been upon our earth. And now He is not here—He is risen.
Eighteen hundred years and more have passed since Christ was
upon the earth.

Ques—Where is Jesus now? Ans— “He is set down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high.” He is upon the throne with
God in his glorified body, and his throne is for ever. A sceptreis
put into his hand—a sceptre of righteousness, and the oil of
gladness is poured over Him. All power is given to Him in
heaven and on earth.

Oh, brethren, could you and | pass this day through these
heavens, and see what is now going on in the sanctuary above—
could you see what the child of God now sees who died last
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night,—could you see the Lamb with the scars of his five deep
wounds in the very midst of the throne, surrounded by all the
redeemed, every one having harps and golden vias full of
odours,—could you see the many angels round about the throne,
whose number is ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands, all singing, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,”—
and were one of these angels to tell you, “This is He that
undertook the cause of lost sinners; He undertook to bear their
curse and to do their obedience; He undertook to be the second
Adam,—the man in their stead; and lo! there He is upon the
throne of heaven,—consider Him,—Ilook long and earnestly upon
his wounds—upon his glory,—and tell me, do you think it would
be safe to trust Him? do you think his sufferings and obedience
will have been enough?'—Y es, yes, every soul exclaims, Lord, it
is enough! Lord, stay thy hand! Show me no more, for | can bear
no more. Oh, rather let me ever stand and gaze upon the
amighty, al-worthy, al-divine Saviour, till my soul drink in
complete assurance that his work undertaken for sinners is a
finished work! Yes, though the sins of all the world were on my
one wicked head, still 1 could not doubt that his work is complete,
and that | am quite safe when | believein Him.

I would now plead with believers—Some of you have really
been brought by God to believe in Jesus. Y et you have no abiding
peace, and very little growing in holiness. Why is this? It is
because your eye is fixed anywhere but on Christ. You are so
busy looking at books, or looking at men, or looking at the world,
that you have no time, no heart, for looking at Christ.

No wonder you have little peace and joy in believing. No
wonder you live so inconsistent and unholy a life. Change your
plan. Consider the greatness and glory of Christ, who has
undertaken all in the stead of sinners, and you would find it quite
impossible to walk in darkness, or to walk in sin. Oh what mean,
despicable thoughts you have of the glorious Immanuel! Lift your
eyes from your own bosom, downcast believer,—look upon
Jesus. It is good to consider your ways, but it is far better to
consider Christ.

I would now invite anxious souls—Anxious soul! have you
understood all the glory of Christ? Have you understood that He
undertook for guilty sinners? And do you doubt if He be a
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sufficient Saviour? Oh, what mean views you have of Christ if
you dare not risk your soul upon Him!

Objection.—I do not doubt that Christ has suffered and done
quite enough, but | fear it was for others, and not for me. If | were
sure it was for me, | would be quite happy. Ans—It is nowhere
said in the Bible that Christ died for this sinner or that sinner. If
you are waiting till you find your own name in the Bible, you will
wait for ever. But it is said a few verses before that, “He tasted
death for every man;” and again, “He is the propitiation for the
sins of the whole world.” Not that all men are saved by Him. Ah!
no; the most never come to Jesus, and are lost; but this shows that
any sinner may come, even the chief of sinners, and take Christ
as his own Saviour. Come you then, anxious soul; say you, He is
my refuge and my fortress; and then, be anxious, if you can.

I1. Consider Christ asthe Apostle or Messenger of God

The word apostle means messenger,—one ordained and sent
on a particular embassy. Now Christ is an Apostle, for God
ordained mid sent Him into the world.

In the Old Testament, the name by which He is oftenest
caled is the Angel of the Lord, or the Messenger of the
Covenant. He is called God's Elect, chosen for the work; He is
called God's Servant; He is caled the Messiah, or the Christ, or
the Anointed, because God anointed Him and sent Him to the
work. In the New Testament, over and over again Christ cals
himself the Sent of God. “As Thou hast sent me into the world,
so have | sent them into the world, that the world may know that
Thou hast sent me.” “And these have known that Thou hast sent
me.” All this shows plainly that it is not the Son alone who is
interested in the saving of poor sinners, but the Father also. “The
Father sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world.”

Objection—True, Christ is a great and glorious Saviour, and
able to accomplish anything to save poor sinners; but perhaps
God the Father may not agree to pour out his wrath upon his Son,
or to accept of his Son as a surety in our stead. Ans.—Look here,
Christ isthe Apostle of God. It is as much God the Father’ s work,
asitis Christ’'s work. It occupied as much of the heart of God as
ever it did of the heart of Christ. God loved the world as much
and truly as ever Christ loved the world. God gave his Son, as
much as Christ gave himself for us. So God the Holy Spirit is as
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much interested in it as the Father and Son. God gave his Son,—
the Spirit anointed Him and dwelt in Him without measure. At
his baptism God acknowledged Him for his beloved Son,—the
Holy Spirit came on Him like a dove.

Oh! brethren, could | lift you away to the eternity that is
past,—could | bring you into the council of the Eternal Three;
and as it was once said, “Let us make man,” could | let you hear
the word, “Let us save man,”—could | show you how God from
al eternity designed his Son to undertake for poor sinners; how it
was the very plan and the bottommost desire of the heart of the
Father that Jesus should come into the world, and do and die in
the stead of sinners, how the Holy Spirit breathed sweetest
incense, and dropped like holiest oil upon the head of the
descending Saviour,—could | show you the intense interest with
which the eye of God followed Jesus through his whole course of
sorrow and suffering and death,—could | show you the anxious
haste with which God rolled away the stone from the sepulchre
while it was yet dark, for He would not leave his soul in hell,
neither suffer his Holy One to see corruption,—could | show you
the ecstasies of love and joy that beat in the bosom of the infinite
God when Jesus ascended to his Father and our Father; how He
welcomed Him with a fulness of kindness and grace which God
alone could give, and God alone could receive, saying, “Thou art
my Son, this day have | ‘begotten Thee; Thou art indeed worthy
to be called my Son; never till this day wast Thou so worthy to be
called mine; thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; sit Thou on
my right hand until | make thine enemies thy footstool;”—O
sinner, will you ever doubt any more whether God the Father be
seeking thy salvation,—whether the heart of Christ and of his
Father be the same in this one grand controversy? O believer,
consider this apostle of God,—meditate on these things,—Ilook
and look again, until your peace be like a river, and your
righteousness like the waves of the sea,—till the breathing of
your soul be, Abba, Father!

[11. Consider Christ asthe High Priest of our profession

The duty of the high priest was twofold: 1%, to make
Atonement; 2d, to make Intercession.

When the high priest slew the goat at the altar of burnt-
offerings, he did it in presence of al the people, to make
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atonement for them. They al stood around, gazing and
considering their high priest; and when he gathered the blood into
the golden basin, and put on the white garments, and passed away
from their sight within the veil, their eye followed him, till the
mysterious curtain hid him from their sight. But even then the
heart of the believing Jew followed him still. Now he is drawing
near to God for us;, now he is sprinkling the blood seven times
before the mercy-seat, saying, Let this blood be instead of our
blood; now heis praying for us.

Brethren, let us also consider our great High Priest.

(1.) Consider Him making Atonement.—Y ou cannot look at
Him on the cross as the disciples did; you cannot see the blood
streaming from his five deep wounds; you cannot see Him
shedding his blood that the blood of sinners might not be shed.
Yet still, if God spare us, you may see bread broken and wine
poured out—a living picture of the dying Saviour. Now,
brethren, the atonement has been made, Christ has died, his
sufferings are all past. And how is it that you do not enjoy peace?
It is because you do not consider. “Israel doth not know, my
people doth not consider.” Consider,—has Jesus died in the stead
of guilty sinners, and do you heartily consent to take Jesus to be
the man in your stead? then, you do not need to die. Oh, happy
believer, rgoice evermore! Live within sight of Calvary, and you
will live within sight of glory; and, oh, rgoice in the happy
ordinance that sets a broken Saviour so plainly before you!

(2.) Consider Christ as making Intercession.—When Christ
ascended from the Mount of Olives, and passed through these
heavens, carrying his bloody wounds into the presence of God,—
and when his disciples had gazed after Him, till a cloud received
Him out of their sight—we are told that they returned to
Jerusalem with great joy. What! are they joyful at parting with
their blessed Master? When He told them He was to leave them,
sorrow filled their hearts, and He had to argue with them and
comfort them, saying, “Let not your heart be troubled; it is
expedient for you that | go away.” How, then, are they changed?
Jesus has left them, and they are filled with joy. Oh! here is the
secret,—they knew that Christ was now going into the presence
of God for them, that their great High Priest was now entering
within the veil to make intercession for them.
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Now, believer, would you share in the great joy of the
disciples? Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our
profession, Christ Jesus. He is above yon clouds, and above yon
sky. Oh that you would stand gazing up into heaven, not with the
bodily eye, but with the eye of faith! Oh, what a wonderful thing
the eye of faithis! It sees beyond the stars, it pierces to the throne
of God, and there it looks on the face of Jesus making
intercession for us, whom having not seen we love; in whom,
though now we see Him not, yet believing, we rgjoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory.

On! if you would live thus, what sweet peace would fill your
bosom! And how many droppings of the Spirit would come down
on you in answer to the Saviour’s prayer! Oh! how your face
would shine like Stephen; and the poor blind world would see
that there is a joy which the world cannot give, and the world
cannot take away,—a heaven upon earth!

DUNDEE, 1836.
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SERMON III.

ASTHELILY AMONG THORNS

“As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters. As the
apple-tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the
sons. | sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was
sweet unto my taste.” —SONG OF SOLOMON 2:2, 3.

IF an unconverted man were taken away into heaven, where
Christ sits in glory, and if he overheard Christ's words of
admiring love towards the believer, he could not understand
them,—he could not comprehend how Christ should see a
loveliness in poor religious people whom he in the bottom of his
heart despised. O again, if an unconverted man were to overhear
a Christian at his devotions when he is really within the veil, and
were to listen to his words of admiring, adoring love towards
Christ, he could not possibly understand them,—he could not
comprehnend how the believer should have such a burning
affection toward one unseen, in whom he himself saw no form
nor comeliness. So true it is that the natural man knoweth not the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him.
There may be some now hearing me who have arooted dislike to
religious people—they are so stiff, so precise, so gloomy, you
cannot endure their company! Well, then, see here what Christ
thinks of them: “As the lily among thorns, so is my love among
the daughters.” How different you are from Christ! There may be
some hearing me who have no desires after Jesus Christ,—who
never think of Him with pleasure; you see no form nor
comeliness in Him,—no beauty that you should desire Him; you
do not love the melody of his name; you do not pray to Him
continually. WEeil, then, see here what the believer thinks of
Him,—how different from you,—"As the apple-tree among the
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trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. | sat down
under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to
my taste.” Oh that you would be awakened by this very thing,—
that you are so different from Christ, and so different from the
believer,—to think that you must be in a natural condition, you
must be under wrath!

Doctrine—The believer is unspeakably precious in the eyes
of Christ, and Christ is unspeakably precious in the eyes of the
believer.

I. Inquire what Christ thinks of the believer.—"As the lily
among the thorns, so is my love among the daughters.”

Christ sees nothing so fair in all thisworld as the believer. All
the rest of the world is like thorns; but the believer is like a
beautiful lily in his eyes. When you are walking in a wilderness
al overgrown with briars and thorns, if your eye falls upon some
lonely flower, tall and white, and pure and graceful, growing in
the midst of the thorns, it looks peculiarly beautiful. If it werein
the midst of some rich garden among many other flowers, then it
would not be so remarkable; but when it is encompassed with
thorns on every side, then it engages the eye. Such is the believer
in the eyes of Christ. “As the lily among thorns, so is my love
among the daughters.”

(1.) See what Christ thinks of the unconverted world. It islike
a field full of briars and thorns in his eyes. First, Because
fruitless. “Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?” So
Christ gets no fruit from the unconverted world. It is al one wide
thorny waste. Second, Because, when the word is preached
among them, it is like sowing among thorns. “Break up your
fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.” When the sower
sowed, some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and
choked them; so is preaching to the unconverted. Third, Because
their end will be like that of thorns—they are dry, and fit only for
the burning. “As thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire.”
“For the earth, which is often rained upon and only bears thorns
and briars, is regjected, and nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be
burned.” My friends, if you are in a Christless state, see what you
are in the eyes of Christ—thorns. Y ou think that you have many
admirable qualities, that you are valuable members of society,
and you have a hope that it shall be well with you in eternity. See
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what Christ says, You are thorns and briars, useless in this world,
and fit only for the burning.

(2.) See what Christ thinks of the believer: “ Asthe lily among
thorns, so is my love among the daughters.” The believer islike a
lovely flower in the eyes of Christ. First, Because justified in the
eyes of Christ, washed in hisblood, he is pure and white as allily.
Christ can see no spot in his own righteousness, and therefore He
sees no spot on the believer. Thou art al fair, my love—as alily
among thorns, so is my love. Second, A believer's nature is
changed. Once he was like the barren, prickly thorn, fit only for
burning; now Christ has put a new spirit in him,—the dew has
been given to him, and he grows up like the lily. Christ loves the
new creature. “All my delight is in them.” “As the lily among
thorns, so is my love among the daughters.” Are you a Christian?
then never mind though the world despise you, though they call
you names; remember Christ loves you; He calls you “my love.”
Abide in Him, and you shall abide in his love. “If ye continue in
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed.” Third, Because so
lonely in the world. Observe, there is but one lily, but many
thorns. Thereis a great wilderness al full of thorns, and only one
lonely flower. So thereisaworld lying in wickedness, and a little
flock that believe in Jesus. Some believers are cast down because
they feel solitary and aone. If | be in the right way, surely |
would not be so lonely. Surely the wise, and the amiable, and the
kind people | see round about me—surely, if there were any
truth in religion, they would know it. Be not cast down. It is one
of the marks of Christ’s people that they are alone in the world,
and yet they are not alone. It is one of the very beauties which
Christ sees in his people, that they are solitary among a world of
thorns. “As a lily among thorns, so is my love among the
daughters.” Do not be discouraged. This world is the world of
loneliness. When you are transplanted to yon garden of God, then
you shall be no more lonely, then you shall be away from all the
thorns. As flowers in a rich garden blend together their thousand
odours to enrich the passing breeze, so, in the paradise above,
you shall join the thousands of the redeemed, blending with theirs
the odour of your praise; you shall join with the redeemed, as
living flowers, to form a garland for the Redeemer’ s brow.
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I1. Inquire what the believer thinks of Christ.—"As the apple
tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the
sons. | sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit
was sweet to my taste.”

(1.) Christ is more precious than all other saviours in the eye
of the believer. As a traveller prefers an apple-tree to every other
tree of the wood, because he finds both shelter and nourishing
food under it, so the believer prefers Christ to al other saviours.
When a man is travelling in eastern countries, he is often like to
drop down under the burning rays of the sun. It is a great relief
when he comes to a wood. When Israel were travelling in the
wilderness, they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water
and seventy palm-trees, and they encamped there by the water.
They were glad of the shelter of the trees. So Micah says that
God's people “dwell solitarily in the wood;” and Ezekiel
promises, “they shall sleep in the woods.”

But if the traveller be hungry and faint for lack of food, then
he will not be content with any tree of the wood, but he will
choose out a fruit-tree, under which he may sit down and find
nourishment as well as shade. He sees a fair apple-tree; he
chooses it out of all the trees of the wood, because he can both sit
under its shadow and eat its pleasant fruits. So is it with the soul
awakened by God. He feels under the heat of God’s anger; he is
in a weary land; he is brought into the wilderness; he is like to
perish; he comes to a wood; many trees offer their shade; where
shal he sit down? Under the fir-tree? Alas! what fruit has it to
give? he may die there. Under the cedar-tree, with its mighty
branches? Alas! he may perish there, for it has no fruit to give.
The soul that is taught of God seeks for a complete Saviour. The
apple-tree is revealed to the soul. The hungry soul chooses that
evermore. He needs to be saved from hell and nourished for
heaven. “As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, so is my
beloved among the sons.”

Awakened souls, remember you must not sit down under
every tree that offers itself. “ Take heed that no one deceive you;
for many shall come in Christ’s name, saying, | am Christ, and
deceive many.” There are many ways of saying, Peace, peace,
when there is no peace. You will be tempted to find peace in the
world, in self-repentance, in self-reformation. Remember, choose
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you atree that will yield fruit as well as shade. “ As the apple-tree
among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons.”
Pray for a choosing faith. Pray for an eye to discern the apple-
tree. Oh! there is no rest for the soul except under that Branch
which God has made strong. My heart’s desire and prayer for you
is, that you may all find rest there.

(2.) Why has the believer so high an esteem of Christ?

Ans. 1.—Because he has made trial of Christ. “I sat down
under his shadow with great delight.” All true believers have sat
down under the shadow of Christ. Some people think that they
shall be saved because they have got a head-knowledge of Christ.
They read of Christ in the Bible, they hear of Christ in the house
of God, and they think that is to be a Christian. Alas! my friends,
what good would you get from an apple-tree, if | were only to
describe it to you—tell you how beautiful it was—how heavily
laden with delicious apples? Or, if | were only to show you a
picture of the tree, or if 1 were to show you the tree itself at a
distance, what the better would you be? You would not get the
good of its shade or its pleasant fruit. Just so, dear brethren, what
good would you get from Christ, if you only hear of Him in
books and sermons, or if you see Him pictured forth in the
sacrament, or if you were to see Him with your bodily eye? What
good would all this do, if you do not sit down under his shadow?
Oh, my friends, there must be a personal sitting down under the
shadow of Christ if you would be saved! Christ is the bush that
has been burned, yet not consumed. Oh! it is a safe place for a
hell-deserving sinner to rest.

Some may be hearing me who can say, “1 sat down under his
shadow.” And yet you have forsaken Him. Ah! have you gone
after your lovers, and away from Christ? Well, then, may God
hedge up your way with thorns. Return, return, O Shulamite!
There is no other refuge for your soul. Come and sit down again
under the shadow of the Saviour.

Ans. 2.—Because he sat down with great delight.

1%, Some people think there is no joy in religion—it is a
gloomy thing. When a young person becomes a Christian, they
would say, Alas! he must bid farewell to pleasure—farewell to
the joys of youth, farewell to a merry heart. He must exchange
these pleasures for reading of the Bible and dry sermon books,—
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for alife of gravity and preciseness. Thisis what the world says.
What does the Bible say? “I sat down under his shadow with
great delight.” Ah! let God be true, and every man aliar. Yet no
one can believe this except those who have tried it. Ah! be not
deceived, my young friends; the world has many sensual and
many sinful delights,—the delights of eating and drinking, and
wearing gay clothes,—the delights of revelry and the dance. No
man of wisdom will deny that these things are delightful to the
natural heart; but oh! they perish in the using, and they end in an
eterna hell. But to sit down under the shadow of Christ, wearied
with God’'s burning anger, wearied with seeking after vain
saviours, at last to find rest under the shadow of Christ, ah! thisis
great delight. Lord, evermore may | sit under this shadow! Lord,
evermore may | befilled with thisjoy!

2d, Some people are afraid of anything like joy in religion.
They have none themselves, and they do not love to see it in
others. Their religion is something like the stars, very high, and
very clear, but very cold. When they see tears of anxiety, or tears
of joy, they cry out, Enthusiasm, enthusiasm! Well, then, to the
law, and to the testimony. “I sat down under his shadow with
great delight.” Is this enthusiasm? O Lord, evermore give us this
enthusiasm! May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing! If it be redlly in sitting under the shadow of Christ,
let there be no bounds to your joy. Oh, if God would but open
your eyes, and give you simple, childlike faith, to look to Jesus,
to sit under his shadow, then would songs of joy rise from all our
dwellings. Rgjoicein the Lord always, and again | say, Rejoice!

3d, Because the fruit of Christ is sweet to the taste. All true
believers not only sit under the shadow, but partake of his
pleasant fruits. Just as when you sit under an apple-tree, the fruit
hangs above you and around you, and invites you to put out the
hand and taste; so when you come to submit to the righteousness
of God, bow your head, and sit down under Christ’s shadow, all
other things are added unto you. First, Temporal mercies are
sweet to the taste. None but those of you who are Christians
know this, when you sit under the shadow of Christ’'s temporal
mercies, because covenant mercies. “Bread shall be given you;
your water shall be sure.” These are sweet apples from the tree
Christ. O Christian! tell me, is not bread sweeter when eaten
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thus? I's not water richer than wine, and Daniel’ s pul se better than
the dainties of the king's table? Second, Afflictions are sweet to
the taste. Every good apple has some sournessin it. So isit with
the apples of the tree of Christ. He gives afflictions as well as
mercies; He sets the teeth on edge; but even these are blessingsin
disguise—they are covenant gifts. Oh! affliction is a dismal
thing when you are not under his shadow. But are you Christians?
look on your sorrows as apples from that blessed tree. If you
knew how wholesome they are, you would not wish to want
them. Several of you know it is no contradiction to say, These
apples, though sour, are sweet to my taste. Third, The gifts of the
Spirit are sweet to the taste. Ah! here is the best fruit that grows
on the tree; here are the ripest apples from the topmost branch.
You who are Christians know how often your soul is fainting.
WEéll, here is nourishment to your fainting soul. Everything you
need is in Christ. “My grace is sufficient for thee.” Dear
Christian, sit much under that tree, feed much upon that fruit.
“Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples, for | am sick of
love.” Fourth, Promises of glory. Some of the apples have ataste
of heaven in them. Feed upon these, dear Christians. Some of
Christ’s apples give you arelish for the fruit of Canaan—for the
clusters of Eshcol. Lord, evermore give me these apples: for oh!
they are sweet to my taste.
ST PETER’S, 1837.
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SERMON IV.

MAKING MIRTH

“A sword, a sword is sharpened, and aso furbished: it is sharpened to
make a sore slaughter; it is furbished that it may glitter: should we then
make mirth? it contemneth the rod of my son, as every tree.”—EZEK.
21:9, 10.

FrRoM the second verse of this chapter we learn that this
prophecy was directed against Jerusalem: “Son of man, set thy
face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the holy places,
and prophesy against the land of Israel.”

We have already told you that Ezekiel, while yet a youth, was
carried captive by Nebuchadnezzar, and placed, with a number of
his countrymen, by the river of Chebar. It was there that he
delivered his prophecies during a space of twenty-two years. The
prophecy | have read was delivered in the seventh year of his
captivity, and just three years before Jerusalem was destroyed
and the temple burnt. From verse 2, we learn that these words
were directed against Jerusalem; for though God had taken
Ezekiel away to minister to the captives by the river of Chebar,
yet He made him send many a message of warning and of mercy
to his beloved Jerusalem. “Son of man, set thy face toward
Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the holy places, and
prophesy against the land of Israel.”

God had already fulfilled many of the words of his prophets
against Jerusalem. He had fulfilled the word of Jeremiah against
one of their kings (Jehoiakim). “He shall be buried with the burial
of an ass. drawn and cast forth beyond the walls of Jerusalem.”
He had fulfilled the word of the same prophet in carrying another
king (Jehoiakin) to Babylon with al the goodly vessels of the
house of the Lord. But still neither prophecies nor judgments
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would awaken Jerusalem; so that we are told (2 Chron. 36:12)
that Zedekiah, the next king, “did that which was evil in the sight
of the Lord his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah
the prophet, speaking from the mouth of the Lord.” Vers. 14-16:
“Moreover, al the chief of the priests and the people transgressed
very much, after all the abominations of the heathen; and polluted
the house of the Lord, which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. And
the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers,
rising up betimes, and sending; because He had compassion on
his people, and on his dwelling-place: but they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised his works, and misused his
prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till
there was no remedy.”

It was in a time of great hardness and impenitence in
Jerusalem that the prophecy before me was delivered, and just
three years before the wrath of God was poured on them to the
uttermost. First, All was mirth and sensuality in Jerusalem.
Second, The false prophets prophesied peace, and the people
loved to have it so. Third, There was no noise but that of revelry
within the devoted city. But in the midst of that din and revelry,
the lone prophet by the river of Chebar heard the muttering of the
distant thunder. The faithful servant of God saw God arming
himself as a mighty man for the war, and the glittering sword of
vengeance in his hand, and he calls aloud to his countrymen, all
at ease, with awakening thunders, “A sword, a sword is
sharpened, and also furbished: it is sharpened to make a sore
slaughter; it is furbished that it may glitter: should we then make
mirth?’

My friends, those of you who are unconverted are in the very
same situation as Jerusalem was. In the years that are now fled
like the mists of the morning, how many messages have you had
from God! How many times has He sent his messengers to you,
rising up early and sending them! His Bible has been in your
houses, a silent but most mighty pleader for God; his providence
has been in your families, in sickness and death, in plenty or
poverty,—all, all beseeching you to flee from the wrath to
come,—all, al beseeching you to cleave to the Lord Jesus, the
only, the al-sufficient Saviour. All these messages have come to
you, and you are yet unconverted—still dead, dry bones, without
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Christ and without God in the world; and you are saying, Soul,
take thine ease, eat and drink and be merry. But do, my friends,
hearken once more, for God does not wish any to perish. | have a
word from God unto thee: “A sword, a sword is sharpened, and
also furbished: it is sharpened to make a sore dlaughter; it is
furbished that it may glitter: should we then make mirth?”

Doctrine—It is very unreasonable in unconverted persons to
make mirth.

() It is wunreasonable, because they are under
condemnation.—The sword is sharpened, and aso furbished. It is
sharpened to make a sore dlaughter; it is furbished that it may
glitter. Should we then make mirth? There is a common idea that
men are under probation, as Adam was, and that Christless
persons will not be condemned till the judgment; but this is not
the case. The Bible says, “He that believeth not is condemned
aready.” “He that hath not the Son shal not see life, but the
wrath of God abideth on him.” “Cursed is every one [not shall
be] who continueth not in all things written in the book of the law
to do them.” Christless souls are a present in the horrible pit,
every mouth is stopped, and they are guilty before God. They are
in prison, ready to be brought out to execution. Therefore, when
God sends us to preach to Christless persons, He cals it
“preaching to the spirits in prison,” that is, who are under
condemnation. The sword is not only unsheathed, it is sharpened
and furbished. It is held over their heads.

Should they then make mirth? It is unreasonable in a
condemned malefactor to make mirth. Would it not greatly shock
every feeling mind to see a company of men condemned to die,
meeting and making merry, talking lightly and jestingly, asif the
sword was not over them? Yet this is the case of those of you
who are unconverted and yet live lives of mirth. You have been
tried in the balance and found wanting. You have been
condemned by the righteous Judge. Your sentence is past. You
are now in prison; neither can you break out of this prison: the
sword is whetted and drawn over you. And oh! is it not most
unreasonable to make mirth? Is it not most unreasonable to be
happy and contented with yourself and merry with your friends?
Is it not madness to sing the song of the drunkard? “Eat, drink,
and be merry, for to-morrow we die.”
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(2) Because God's instruments of destruction are all
ready.—Not only are Christless persons condemned already, but
the instruments of their destruction are prepared and quite ready.
The sword of vengeance is sharpened, and also furbished. When
swords are kept in the armoury, they are kept blunt, that the rust
may not hurt their edge; but when work is to be done, and they
are taken out for the dlaughter, then they are furbished and
sharpened,—made sharp and glittering. So it is with the sword of
the executioner: when not in use, it is kept blunt; but when work
is to be done, it is sharpened and made ready. It is sharpened and
furbished just before the blow is struck, that it may cut clean. So
is it with God’'s sword of vengeance. It is not sheathed and
blunt,—it is sharpened and furbished,—it is quite ready to do its
work,—it is quite ready for a sore slaughter. The disease by
which every unconverted man is to die is quite ready,—it is
perhaps in his veins at this very moment. The accident by which
heisto drop into eternity is quite ready,—all the parts and means
of it are arranged. The arrow that is to strike him is on the
string,—perhaps it has left the string, and is even now flying
towards him.

The place in hell is quite ready for every unconverted soul.
When Judas died, the Scripture says, “he went to his own place.”
It was his own place before he went there, being quite prepared
and ready for him. As when a man retires at night to his sleeping
room, it is said he has gone to his own room, so aplacein hell is
quite ready for every Christless person. It is his own place. When
the rich man died and was buried, he was immediately in his own
place. He found everything ready. He lifted up his eyes in hell,
being in torments. So hell is quite ready for every Christless
person. It was prepared, long ago, for the devil and his angels.
Thefiresare dl quite ready, and fully lighted and burning.

Ah! should Christless souls then make mirth? A malefactor
might perhaps say that he would be merry as long as the scaffold
was not erected on which he was to die. But if he were told that
the scaffold was quite ready,—that the sword was sharpened, and
the executioner standing ready,—oh! would it not be madness to
make mirth? Alas! this is your madness, poor Christless soul.
You are not only condemned, but the sword is sharpened and
ready that is to smite your soul; and yet you can be happy, and
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dream away your days and nights in pleasures that perish in the
using. The disease is ready, the accident is ready, the arrow is on
the string, the grave is ready, yea, hell itself is ready, your own
place is made ready; and yet you can make mirth! You can play
games and enjoy company! How truly is your laughter like the
crackling of thorns under a pot: a flashy blaze, and then the
blackness of darkness for ever!

(3.) The sword may come down at any one moment.—Not
only are Christless persons condemned already, and not only is
the sword of vengeance quite ready, but the sword may come
down at any one moment. It is not so with malefactors; their day
is fixed and told them, so that they can count their time. If they
have many days, they make merry to-day at least, and begin to be
serious to-morrow. But not so Christless persons; their day is
fixed, but it is not told them. It may be this very moment. Ah!
should they then make mirth?

Some malefactors have been found very stout-hearted to the
very last. Many have received their sentence quite unmoved, and
with a determined countenance. Some have even gone to the
scaffold quite unmoved; some even with a light, careless spirit.
But when the head is laid down upon the block,—when the eyes
are covered, and the neck laid bare,—when the glittering sword is
lifted high in the air, and may come down any one moment,—
that is a dreadful time of suspense. It would be very horrible to
see aman in alight careless spirit at that time. Oh! it would be
madness to be merry then. Alas! this is your madness, poor
Christless soul. You are not only condemned, and not only is the
sword ready, but it may fall on you at any one moment. Y our
head is, as it were, on the block. Y our neck is bared before God,
and the whetted sword is held over you; and yet can you make
mirth? Can you take up your mind with business and worldly
things, and getting rich, building and planting, and this night your
soul may be required of you? Can you fill up your time with
games and amusements, and foolish books and entertaining
companions? Can you fill up your hours after work with loose
talk and wanton behaviour, adding sin to sin, treasuring up wrath
against the day of wrath, when you know not what hour the wrath
of God may come upon you to the uttermost? Can you go
prayerless to your bed at night, your mind filled with dark and
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horrid imaginations not fit to be named, and yet you may be in
hell before the morning? A sword, a sword; it is furbished!

(4.) Because God has made no promise to Christless souls to
stay his hand one moment.—All the promises of God are yea and
amen, that is, they are true. He always fulfils his promises. But
the same scripture says they are “yea and amen in Christ Jesus.”
All God' s promises are made to Christ, and to sinners that cleave
to Christ. | believe that it is impossible, in the nature of things,
that God would make a promise to an unconverted man.
Accordingly, all God's promises are made to Christ, and to every
sinner that cleaves on to Christ. But unconverted persons are
those who have never come to Christ; therefore there are no
promises made to them. God nowhere promises to make them
anxious. He nowhere promises to bring them to Christ. He
nowhere promises to keep them one moment out of hell. “Should
they then make mirth?’

Let me speak to Christless persons who are at ease. Many of
you hearing me may know that you are in a Christless state; and
yet you know that you are at ease and happy. Why is this? It is
because you hope to be brought to Christ before you die. You
say, Another day will do aswell, and | will hear thee again of this
matter; and therefore you take your ease now. But this is very
unreasonable. It is not worthy of a rational being to act in this
way. God has nowhere promised to bring you to Christ before
you die. God has laid himself under no manner of obligation to
you. He has nowhere promised that you shall see to-morrow, or
that you shall hear another sermon. There is a day near at hand
when you shall not see a to-morrow. If this be not the last, there
is a sermon yet to be preached which will be the last you will
ever hear.

Let me speak to Christless persons who are anxious about
their souls. Some hearing me know that they are in a Christless
condition, and this made them anxious; and yet it is to be feared
some are losing that anxiety, and now going back to the mirth of
the world. Why is this? Thisis most unreasonable. If you are till
out of Christ, however anxious you have been, remember God
has made no promises to save you. The sword is still over you,
furbished and sharpened. Ah! do not then make mirth. Strive to
enter in at the strait gate. Take the kingdom of heaven by

34



violence. Press into it. Never rest till you are in the bonds of the
covenant. Then be as happy as the day islong.

(5.) Itisasore dlaughter: “A sword! a sword!”

1%, Sore, because it will be on all who are Christless—The
dreadfulness of the slaughter in Jerusalem was, that all were
glain, both old and young. The command which the prophet heard
was (9:5), “Go ye through the city, and smite. Let not your eye
spare, neither have ye pity. Slay utterly old and young, both
maids and little children and women; but come not near any man
upon whom is the mark.” Such is the sore slaughter waiting on
unconverted souls. All Christless persons will perish, young and
old. God will not spare, neither will his eye pity. Think of this,
old grey-headed persons, that have lived in sin, and never come
to Christ; if you die thus, you will certainly perish in the sore
dlaughter. Think of this, middle-aged persons, hard-working
merchants and labourers, who make money, but do not sell all for
the pearl of great price. Think of this, ye Marthas, who are
careful and troubled about many things, but who forget the one
thing that is needful, you also will fall in the sore slaughter.
Think of this, young persons, who live without prayer, yet in
mirth and jollity; you that meet to jest and be happy on Sabbath
evenings,; you that walk in the sight of your own eyes,—you, too,
will fal in that sore daughter. Think of this, little children, you
that are the pride of your mother’s heart, but who have gone
astray from the womb, speaking lies. Little children who are fond
of your plays, but are not fond of coming to Jesus Christ, who is
the Saviour of little children, the sword will come on you also.
Oh! it is a sore slaughter that will not spare the young, nor the
lovely, nor the kind—the gentle mother and affectionate child—
the widow and her only son. Should you then make mirth?
Unconverted families, when you meet in the evening to jest and
gport with one another, ask this one question, Should we make
mirth? Is your mirth reasonable? Is it worthy of rational beings?
Unconverted companions, who meet so often for mirth and
amusement, should you make mirth together when you are in
such a case? Ah! how dismal will the contrast be when God says,
Bind them in bundles to burn them!

2d, Sore slaughter because the sword is the sword of God.—
If it were only the sword of man that is furbished and sharpened
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for the dlaughter, it would not be very terrible. But it is the sword
of Almighty God, and therefore it is very terrible. “Fear not them
that kill the body, but after that have no more that they can do.
But | will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear Him, who after
He hath killed the body, is able to cast body and soul into hell;
yea, | say unto you, fear Him.” If it were the sword of man, it
could reach only to the body; but, ah! it is the sword of God, and
the iron will enter into the soul. It is the same sword that
appeared in the garden of Eden,—"a flaming sword, that turned
every way to keep the way of the tree of life.” It is the same
sword which pierced the side of Jesus Christ in his agony.
“Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd, and against the man that
is my fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts: | will smite the Shepherd,
and the sheep shall be scattered.” It is that sword of which Christ
speaks, when He says, “It shall cut him asunder, and appoint him
his portion with hypocrites: there shall be wailing and gnashing
of teeth.”

Dear brethren, it is not a few flesh wounds that that sword
will make. It will cut asunder,—it will be a death-blow,—eternal
death. It is adeath which body and soul will be always dying, yet
never dead.

(1.) Let me speak to the old.—There may be some hearing me
in whom these three things meet, namely, that they are old, and
Christless, and full of mirth. Oh! if there be such hearing me,
consider your ways,—consider if your mirth be worthy of a
rational being. | have shown you plainly out of the Scriptures
what your case is. First, That you are condemned aready.
Second, That God’'s sword is ready. Third, That it may come
down any moment. Fourth, That God has made you no promise
to stay his hand. And, Fifth, That it will be a sore saughter.
Consider, then, if it be reasonable to believe a lie—to deceive
your own soul, and say, Peace, peace, when there is no peace. In
the ordinary course of things, you must soon go the way of al
living,—you must be gathered to your fathers; and then al that |
have said will be fulfilled. Should you then make mirth? Are you
tottering on the brink of hell, and yet living prayerless and
Christless, and playing yourself with straws—telling over the
oft-repeated tale of youth, and laughing over the oft-repeated
jest? Alas! what a depth of meaning was there in the word of
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Solomon! “I said of laughter, It is mad; and of mirth, What doeth
it? Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful, and the end of that
mirth is heaviness.”

(2.) Let me speak to the young.—There may be many hearing
me in whom these three things meet: They are young in years, far
from Christ, and yet full of mirth. Now, my dear friends, | entreat
you to consider whether your mirth is reasonable. The sword is
sharpened for a sore slaughter. Should you then make mirth?

Obj. 1.—Youth is the time for mirth. Ans—I know well
youth is the time for mirth. The young lamb is a happy creature
as it springs about on the green pasture. The young kid leaps
from rock to rock with liveliest glee. The young horse casts its
heels high in the air, full of life and activity. But then they have
no sin, and you have; they have no hell, and you have. If you will
come to Jesus Christ now, and be freed from wrath, ah! then you
will find that youth is the time for mirth,—youth is the time for
enjoying sweet peace in the bosom, and liveliest intercourse with
God, and brightest hopes of glory.

Obj. 2—You would have us to be gloomy and sad. Ans.—
God forbid. All that 1 maintain is, that until you are come to
Christ, your mirth is mad and unreasonable. If you will come to
Christ, then be as happy as you will; there are no bounds to your
joy there, for you will joy in God. And when you die, you will
come to fulness of joy in his presence, and pleasures at his right
hand for evermore.

Obj. 3.—If | be Christless, it will not bring me into Christ to
be sad, and therefore | may as well be merry. Ans.—True, to be
sad will not bring you into Christ; and yet, if you were really
awakened to cry to God, peradventure He would hear your cry. If
you were striving to enter in, you might find entrance. If you
were pressing into the kingdom, you might take it by violence.
Seek meekness, seek righteousness. It may be ye shall be hid in
the day of the Lord's anger. If you stay where you are, you are
sure to be lost. If you live on in carnal security, in mirth and
jollity, while you are out of Christ, you are sure to perish.

“Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart,
and in the sight of thine eyes; but know thou that for al these
things God will bring thee into judgment.”
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SERMON V.

MY VOICE ISTO THE SONS OF MAN

“Unto you, O men, | call; and my voice isto the sons of man.”—PRov.
8:4.

(1.) These are the words of wisdom; and wisdom in the book
of Proverbs is none other than our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
This is evident from chap. 1:23, where He says, “Behold, | will
pour out my Spirit unto you;” but it is Christ alone who has the
gift of the Holy Spirit. And again, from 8:22, where He says,
“The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way;” and verse
30: “Then | was by Him as one brought up with Him; and | was
daily his delight, rgoicing always before Him.” These words are
true of none but of Jesus Christ,—the Word that was with God,
and was God, by whom all things were made.

(2.) The places He goes to with the invitation.—First, He
goes to the country. He climbs every eminence, and cries there;
then He descends to the highway where many roads meet.
Second, He goes to the city. He begins at the gates, where the
people are assembled to make bargains and hear causes; then He
proceeds along the principal avenue into the city, and criesin at
every door as He passes. He first goes out into the highways and
hedges, then goes into the streets and lanes of the city, carrying
the blessed message.

(38.) Observe the manner in which He invites—He cries
aloud,—He puts forth the voice,—He stands and cries—He calls
and lifts up his voice—He seems like some merchant offering
his wares, first in the market, and then from door to door. Never
did busy crier offer to sell his goods with such anxiety as Jesus
offers his salvation; verse 10: “Receive my instruction, and not
silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold.”
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(4.) Observe to whom the invitation is addressed.—Verse 4:
“Unto you, O men, | cal; and my voice is to the sons of man.”
Merchants only offer their goods to certain classes of the people
that will buy; but Jesus offers his to all men. Wherever thereis a
son of Adam,—wherever there is one born of woman,—the word
is addressed to him: he that hath earsto hear, let him hear.

Doctrine—Christ offers himself as a Saviour to all of the
human race.

I. The most awakening truth in all the Bible—It is commonly
thought that preaching the holy law is the most awakening truth
in the Bible—that by it the mouth is stopped, and all the world
becomes guilty before God; and, indeed, | believe thisis the most
ordinary mean which God makes use of. And yet to me there is
something far more awakening in the sight of a Divine Saviour
freely offering himself to every one of the human race. There is
something that might pierce the heart that is like a stone in that
cry: “Unto you, O men, | cal; and ray voice is to the sons of
man.”

(1.) Had you lived in the days when Noah built the ark,—had
you seen that mighty vessel standing open and ready, inviting all
the world to come into its roomy cavities, would it not have been
the most awakening of al sights? Could you have looked upon it
without thinking of the coming flood that was to sweep the
ungodly world away?

(2) Had you lived in the times when Jesus was on the
earth,—had you seen Him riding down the Mount Olivet, and
stopping when He came in sight of Jerusalem, lying peaceful and
slumbering at his feet,—had you seen the Son of God weep over
the city, and say, “If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things which belong to thy peace! but now they are
hid from thine eyes,”—would you not have felt that some awful
destruction was awaiting the slumbering city? Would He shed
these tears for nothing? Surely He sees some day of woe coming
which none knows but himself.

(3.) Just so, dear friends, when you see Jesus here running
from place to place—from the high places to the highways—
from the highways to the city gates,—from the gates to the doors;
when you hear his anxious cry, “Unto you, O men, | call,”—does
it not show that all men are lost,—that a dreadful hell is before
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them? Would the Saviour call so loud and so long if there was no
hell?

Apply thisto slumbering souls.

1%, Mark who it is that calls you—it is Wisdom!—Jesus
Christ, in whom are bid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. “Unto you, O men, | cal.” Often, when ministers
prick your hearts in their sermons, you go homo and say, “Oh! it
was only the word of a minister,—shall | tremble at the words of
aman?’ But hereis the word of no minister, but of Christ. Here
is the word of one who knows your true condition,—who knows
your heart and your history,—who knows your sins done in the
light, and done in the dark, and done in the recesses of your
heart,—who knows the wrath that is over you, and the hell that is
before you. “Unto you, O men, | call.”

2d, Mark in how many places He calls you.—In the high
places and the highways, in the gates, in the entries, at the
coming in of the doors. Has it not been so with you? Have you
not been called in the Bible, in the family, in the house of prayer?
You have gone from place to place, but the Saviour has gone
after you. Y ou have gone to places of diversion, you have gone to
places of sin, but Christ has followed you. You have laid down
on a bed of sickness, and Christ has followed you. Must not the
sheep be in great danger, when the Shepherd follows so far in
search of it?

3d, How loud He cries—He calls and lifts up the voice. Has
it not been so with you? Has He not knocked loudly at your door,
in warnings, in providences, in deaths? Has He not cried loudly
in the preached word? Sometimes, when reading the Bible alone,
has not the voice of Christ been louder than thunder?

4™ He cries to all.—Had He cried to the old, then the young
would have said, “We are safe, we do not need a Saviour.” Had
He cried to the young, the old men among you would have said,
“He is not for us.” Had he called to the good or to the bad, still
some would have felt themselves excused. But He cries to you
al. There is not one person hearing, but Jesus cries to you. Then
al are lost,—old and young, rich and poor. Whatever you think
of yourselves, Jesus knows you to bein alost condition; therefore
thispiercing cry, “Unto you, O men, | call.”
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I1. The most comforting truth in the Bible—When awakened
persons are first told of Jesus Chrigt, it generally adds to their
grief. They see plainly that He is a very great and glorious
Saviour; but then they fedl that they have rejected Him, and they
fear that He never can become their Saviour. Very often
awakened persons sit and listen to a lively description of
Christ,—of his work of substitution in the stead of sinners; but
their question still is, “Is Christ a Saviour to me?’” Now, to this
guestion | answer, Christ is freely offered to all the human race.
“Unto you, O men, | call.” If there were no other text in the
whole Bible to encourage sinners to come freely to Chrigt, this
one alone might persuade them. There is no subject more
misunderstood by unconverted souls than the unconditiona
freeness of Christ. So little idea have we naturally of free grace,
that we cannot believe that God can offer a Saviour to us, while
we are in awicked, hell-deserving condition. Oh, it is sad to think
how men argue against their own happiness, and will not believe
the very word of God!

All the types show the Saviour to be freeto all.

(1.) The brazen serpent was lifted up in sight of al Isradl, that
any one might look and be healed; and Christ himself explains
this: “So must the Son of man be lifted up, that whosoever
believeth on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

(2.) The Refuge City set on a hill, with its gates open night
and day, showed this. Whosoever will, may flee for refuge to the
hope set before us.

(3.) The angels over Bethlehem repeated the same thing:
“Behold, | bring you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to
al people.” And the last invitation of the Bible is the freest of all:
“Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” Mark,
also, in the text before us: “Unto you, O men, | call.” This shows
that Heis not free to devils; but to all men,—to every one that has
human form and human name,—the Saviour is now free. It is not
for any goodness in men, not for any change in them that Christ
offers himself, but just in their lost condition as men. He freely
puts himself within their reach. There are many stratagems by
which the devil contrives to keep man away from Christ.

(1.) Some say, There is no hope for me. “There is no hope,
no; for | have loved strangers, and after them | will go. | have
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committed such great sins, | have sunk so deep in the mire of sin,
| have served my lusts so long, that there is no use of me thinking
of turning. There is no hope, no.” To you | answer, There is
hope,—your sins may be forgiven for Christ’'s sake—there is
forgiveness with God. Ah, why should Satan so beguile you?
True, you have waded deep into the mire of sin, you have
destroyed yourself; and yet in Christ there is help. He came for
such as you. Christ speaks in these words to you: you are of the
human race, and Christ is free to al of the human race—*Unto
you, O men, | call.”

(2) “l have not the least care about my soul. Up to this
moment | never listened to a sermon, nor attended to a word in
the Bible. | have no wish to hear of Christ, or God, or eternal
things.” To you | answer, Still Christ is quite free to you. Though
you have no care for your soul, yet Christ has, and wishes to save
it. Though you do not care for Christ, yet He cares for yon, and
stretches out his hands to you. Christ did not come to the earth
because people were caring about their souls, but because we
were lost. You are only the more lost. Christ is al the more
seeking you. This day you may find a Saviour, “Unto you, O
men, | call.”

(3.) “If I knew | were one of the elect, | would come; but |
fear | am not.” To you | answer, Nobody ever came to Christ
because they knew themselves to be of the elect. It is quite true
that God has of his mere good pleasure elected some to
everlasting life, but they never knew it till they came to Christ.
Christ nowhere invites the elect to come to Him. The question for
you isnot, Am | one of the elect? but, Am | of the human race?

(4.) Some of you may be saying, “If | could see my name in
the Bible, then | would believe that Christ wants me to be saved.
When Christ called Zaccheus, He said, ‘ Zaccheus, come down.’
He called him by name, and he came down immediately. Now, if
Christ would call me by name, | would run to Him immediately.”
Now, to you | say, Christ does call you by your name, for He
says, “To you, O men, | call.” Suppose that Christ had written
down the names of all the men and women in the world, your
name would have been there. Now, instead of writing down every
name, He puts them all together in one word, which includes
every man, and woman, and child: “Unto you, O men, | call; and
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my words are to the sons of man.” So your name is in the Bible.
“Go and preach the gospel to every creature.”

(5.) “If I could repent and believe, then Christ would be free
to me; but | cannot repent and believe.” To you | say, Are you not
a man, before you repent and believe? then Christ is offered to
you before you repent. And, believer, Christ is not offered to you
because you repent, but because you are avile, lost sinner. “Unto
you, O men, | call.”

(6.) “I fear the market is over. Had | come in the morning of
life—I believe Christ was offered me then, in youth, at my first
sacrament,—but now | fear the market-day is done.” Are you not
still a man,—one of the human race? True, you have refused the
Saviour for years, yet still He offers himself to you. It was not for
any goodness that He offered himself to you at first, but because
you were vile and lost. You are vile and lost yet, so He offers
himself to you still. “Unto you, O men, | call.”

| would here, then, take occasion to make offer of Christ with
all his benefits to every soul in this assembly. To every man and
woman and child | do now, in the name of my Master, make full,
free offer of a crucified Saviour to be your surety and
righteousness, your refuge and strength. | would let down the
gospel cord so low, that sinners, who are low of stature, like
Zaccheus, may lay hold of it. Oh! is there none will lay hold on
Christ, the only Saviour?

[11. The most condemning truth in the Bible

If Christ be freely offered to all men, then it is plain that all
who live and die without accepting Christ shall meet with the
doom of those who refuse the Son of God. “He that sinneth
against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love
death.” Ah! it is a sad thing that the very truth, which is life to
every believing soul, is death to al others. “This is the
condemnation.” We are a sweet savour of Christ unto God. When
the ignorant heathens stand at the bar of God—Hindoos, and
Africans, and Chinese—who have never had the offer of Christ
made to them, they will not be condemned as those will that have
lived and died unsaved under a preached gospel. Tyre and Sidon
will not meet the same doom as Chorazin and Bethsaida, and
unbelieving Capernaum.



Oh, brethren, you are without excuse in the sight of God, if
you go home unsaved this day! The gospel cord has been let
down very low to every one of you this day. If you go away
without laying hold, your condemnation will be heavier at the last
day. If Christ had not come to you, you had not had sin, but now
you have no cloak for your sin.

Objection.—But my heart is so hard that | cannot believe,—
my heart is so set upon worldly things that | cannot turn to Christ.
| was born this way. Ans.—This does but aggravate your guilt. It
is true you were born thus, and that your heart is like the nether
millstone. But that is the very reason God will most justly
condemn you; because from your infancy you have been
hardhearted and unbelieving. If a thief, when tried before the
judge on earth, were to plead guilty, but to say that he had always
been a thief,—that even in infancy his heart loved stealing,—
would not this just aggravate his guilt, that he was habit and
repute a thief—So you.

Oh, brethren, if you could die and say that Christ had never
been offered to you, you would have an easier hell than you are
like to have! You must go away either rejoicing in or rejecting
Christ this day,—either won, or more lost than ever. There is not
one of you but will yet feel the guilt of this Sabbath-day. This
sermon will meet you yet. See that ye refuse not him that
speaketh: “How shall we escape if we neglect so great
salvation?’

ST PETER’ S 1888.
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SERMON VI.

THE SUBJECT OF JOHN’S PREACHING

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes which we have looked upon, and our hands
have handled, of the Word of Life (for the Life was manifested, and we
have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that Eternal Life
which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us); that which we
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with
his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy
may be full.”—1 JOHN 1:1-4.

I. The subject of John’s preaching

It was Jesus Christ and Him crucified. “That which we have
seen and heard, declare we unto yon.” This was the preaching of
John the Baptist: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sins of the world.” He pointed to Jesus. This was the
preaching of Philip—Acts 8:5: “Philip went down to Samaria,
and preached Christ unto them.” And when he came to the
Ethiopian eunuch, “he preached unto him Jesus.” This was the
preaching of Paul: “1 determined to know nothing among you,
but Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” This was the beginning, and
middle, and end of the preaching of Paul. This was the preaching
of John: To declare all that he had seen with his eyes, heard with
his ears, handled with his hands, of Immanuel,—this was the
object of his life—this was the Alpha and Omega of his
preaching. He knew that Jesus was like the alabaster box, full of
spikenard, very costly; and his whole labour was to break the box
and pour forth the good ointment before the eyes of fainting
sinners, that they might be attracted by the sweet savour. He
knew that Jesus was a bundle of myrrh, and his whole life was
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spent in opening it out to sinners, that they might be overcome by
the refreshing odours. He carried about the savour of Christ with
him wherever he went. He knew that Jesus was the Balm of
Gilead, and his labour was to open out this bruised balm before
the eyes of sick souls, that they might be healed.

(1.) His Eternity.—“That which was from the beginning.”
John had often heard Jesus speak of his eternity. “In the
beginning was the Word.” “Before Abraham was, | am.” He
remembered how Jesus said in prayer in the garden, “Glorify me
with the glory which | had with Thee before the world was.”
“Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” John thus
knew that He was the Eternal One,—that He was before all
visible things, for He made them all. By Him God made the
world. Even at the time John was leaning on his bosom, he felt
that it was the bosom of the Uncreated One. John always declared
this; he loved to make Him known. O beloved! if you have come
to lean on the bosom of Jesus, you have come to the Uncreated
One—the Eternal One.

(2.) Was with the Father.—John knew, from Prov. 8:30, that
Jesus had been with the Father: “Then | was by Him, as one
brought up with Him, and | was daily his delight, rgoicing
aways before Him.” He had heard Jesus tell many of the secrets
of his Father’s bosom, from which he knew that He had been
with the Father: “All things that | have heard of my Father | have
made known unto you.” He had heard Jesus plainly say, “I came
forth from the Father, and am come into the world.” “Again |
leave the world, and go to the Father.” John felt, even when Jesus
was washing his feet, that this was the man that was God's
fellow. Even when he saw Jesus on the cross, with his pale lips
and bleeding hands and feet, like a tortured worm, and “no man,”
he knew that this was the man that was God' s fellow. He lived to
declare this. Do you thus look to Jesus? Have you beheld the
glory, as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth? O tempest-tossed soul, thisis He that comes to save thee!

(3.) Eternal Life—John knew that Jesus was the Author of al
natural life,—that not a man breathes, no beast of the forest roars,
no bird stoops on the wing, but they al receive the stream of life
from the hand of Immanuel. He had seen Jesus raise the ruler’s
daughter from the dead, and call Lazarus from the tomb. He
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knew that Jesus was the Author of al life in the soul. He had
heard Jesus say, “As the Father raiseth up the dead, and
guickeneth whom He will, even so the Son quickeneth whom He
will.” “My sheep know my voice, and | give unto them eternal
life.” He had heard Him say, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life” Above al, he had felt in his own soul that Christ was the
Eternal Life. In that morning, when he sat with his father
Zebedee in the boat, mending their nets, Jesus said, “ Follow me!”
and the life entered into his soul, and he found it a never-failing
spring of life. Christ was his life; therefore did he make Him
known as the Eterna Life. Even when he saw Him give up the
ghost; when he saw his pale, lifeless body, the stiff hands and feet
the glazed eye, the body cold as the rocky tomb where they laid
Him; still he felt that this was the Eternal Life. O beloved! do you
believe that He is the life of the world? Some of you feel your
soul to be dead—Iifeless in prayer—Ilifeless in praise. Oh look on
Him whom John declares to you! All is death without Him. Bring
your dead soul into union with Him, and He will give you eternal
life.

(4.) Manifested—O beloved, if Jesus had not been
manifested, you had never been saved! It would have been quite
righteous in God to have kept his Son in his own bosom,—to
have kept that jewel in his own place upon the throne of heaven.
God would have been the same lovely God; but we would have
lain down in a burning hell. If that Eternal Life which was with
the Father—if He had remained in his glory as the Living One,
then you and | would have borne our own curse. But He was
manifested: “God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit,
seen of angels, believed on in the world, received up into glory.”
John saw Him: he saw his lovely countenance; he beheld his
glory, asthe glory of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth. He saw that better Sun veiled with flesh that could not
keep the beams of his Godhead from shining through. He saw
him on the Mount, when his face shone like the sun. He saw Him
in the garden, when He lay upon the ground. He saw Him on the
cross, when He hung between earth and heaven. He looked upon
Him—many a time he looked up on his heavenly
countenance,—his eye met his eye. He heard Him,—heard the
voice that said, “Let there be light!” He heard the voice like the
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sound of many waters. He heard all his gracious words,—his
words concerning God and the way of peace. He heard Him say
to a sinner, “Be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee.” He
handled Him,—he put his bands in his hands, his arms around his
arms, and his head upon his bosom. Perhaps he handled his body
when it was taken from the cross—touched the cold clay of
Immanuel. O beloved, it is a manifested Christ we declare unto
you. It is not the Son in the bosom of the Father; that would never
have saved you. It is Jesus manifested in flesh. The Son of God
living and dying as man in the stead of sinners; Him we declare
unto you.

Learn the true way of coming to peace.—It is by looking to a
manifested Jesus. Some of yon think you will come to peace by
looking in to your own heart. Your eye is riveted there. You
watch every change there. If you could only see a glimpse of
light there, oh, what joy it would give you! If you could only see
a melting of your stony heart, if you could only see your heart
turning to God, if you could only see a glimpse of the image of
Jesus in your heart, you would be at peace; but you cannot,—all
is dark within. Oh, dear souls, it is not there you will find peace!
You must avert the eye from your bosom atogether. You must
look to a declared Christ. Spread out the record of God
concerning his Son. The gospels are the narrative of the heart of
Jesus, of the work of Jesus, of the grace of Jesus. Spread them out
before the eye of your mind, till they fill your eye. Cry for the
Spirit to breathe over the page, to make a manifested Christ stand
out plainly before you; and the moment that you are willing to
believe al that is there spoken concerning Jesus, that moment
you will wipe away your tears, and change your sighs for a new
song of praise.

I1. The object John had in view by preaching Christ

(1) That ye may have fellowship with us—To have
fellowship with another is to have things in common with him.
Thus, in Acts 4:32, the first Christians were “of one heart and of
one soul; neither said any that aught of the things which he
possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.” They
had all their goods in common; they shared what they had with
one another. This is what John desired in spiritual things,—that
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we should share with him in his spiritual things, share and share
aike.

1%, Forgiveness—Some people think it impossible to have
the same forgiveness that the apostles had,—that it would be very
bold to think of tasting the same. But is it not far bolder to say
that John is aliar, and that the Holy Spirit is a liar? for he here
says plainly, that all his preaching, and al his desire was, that
you should have fellowship with him. Yes, sinner, forgivenessis
as open to you as it was to John. The blood that washed him is
ready to wash you as white as snow. John had the same need of
Christ that the vilest of you have. Only look to a declared
Immanuel; clear your eye from unbelief, and look at a freely-
revealed Jesus, and you will find the same forgiveness is as free
to you asit was to John.

2d, The same love of Jesus—John was the disciple whom
Jesus loved. Just as Daniel was the prophet whom He greatly
loved,—"a man greatly beloved.”—so John was the disciple
whom Jesus loved. At the last supper which Jesus had in this
world, John leaned upon his bosom. He had the nearest place to
the heart of Christ of any in al the world. Perhaps you think it is
impossible you can ever come to that. Some of you are trembling
afar off; but you, too, if you will only look where John points
you, if you will only believe the full record of God about Jesus,
will share the love of Jesus with John, you will be one of his
peculiarly beloved ones. Those that believe most, get most love;
they come nearest to Jesus—they do, as it were, lay their head on
his breast; and no doubt you will one day really share that bosom
with John. If you believe little, you will keep far off from Jesus.

3d, The same fatherly dealings as John.—John experienced
many wonderful dealings of God. He experienced many of the
prunings of the Father. He was a fruitful branch, and the Father
pruned him that he might bring forth more fruit. When he was
very old, he was banished to Patmos, an island in the AEgean Sea,
and, it is supposed, made a slave in the mines there. He was a
companion in tribulation; but he had many sweet shinings of the
Father’s love to his soul. He had sweet revelations of Christ in
the time of his affliction; and he was joyfully delivered out of al
his troubles. He experienced peculiarly the fatherly dealings of
God. And so may you do, believer. Look where John looked,

50



believe as John believed; and, like him, you will find that you
have a Father in heaven, who will care for you, who will correct
you in measure, who will stay his rough wind in the day of his
east wind, who will preserve you unto his heavenly kingdom.

(2) Felowship with the Father.—O beloved, this is so
wonderful, that | could not have believed it, if | had not seen it!
Shall a hell-deserving worm come to share with the holy God?
Oh the depth and the length of the love of God, it passeth
knowledge!

1%, In his holiness—A natural man has not a spark of God’s
holinessin him. There is akind of goodness about you. Y ou may
be kind, pleasant, agreeable, good-natured, amiable people—
there may be a kind of integrity about you, so that you are above
stealing or lying; but aslong as you are in a natural state, thereis
not agrain of God’s holiness in you. Y ou have not agrain of that
absolute hatred against all sin which God has; you have none of
that flaming love for what is lovely, pure, holy, which dwells in
the heart of God. But the moment you believe on a manifested
Christ, that moment you receive the Spirit,—the same Spirit
which dwells in the infinite bosom of the Father dwelleth in you;
SO you become partakers of God's holiness—you become
partakers of the divine nature. You will not be as holy as God;
but the same stream that flows through the heart of God will be
given you. Ah! does not your heart break to be holier? Look then
to Jesus, and abide in Him, and you will share the same spirit
with God himself.

2d, In his joy.—No joy is like the divine joy. It is infinite,
full, eternal, pure unmingled joy. It is light, without any cloud to
darken it; it is calm, without any breath to ruffle it. Clouds and
darkness are round about Him, storms and fire go before Him;
but within all is peace ineffable, unchangeable. Believersin some
measure share in this joy. We might mention some of the
elements of God’s joy. First, Alt things happen according to the
good pleasure of his will. He has fore-ordained whatsoever
comes to pass. Nothing comes unprepared upon God. Many
things are hateful in his sight, yet, looking on the whole, He can
delight in al. If you have come to Christ, you will have some
drops of hisjoy. You can look upon all events with a calm, holy
joy, knowing that your Father’'s will and purposes alone shall
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stand. Second, The conversion of souls. There is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner repenting, more
than over ninety-nine who need no repentance. | have no doubt
that this is one of the great elements of his joy—seeing souls
brought into his favour. God loves to save; He delighteth in
mercy; He delights when He can be a just God and a Saviour. If
you are come to Christ, you will have the same joy.

(3.) Fellowship with the Son

1%, We share with the Son in his justification.—Once Jesus
was unjustified; once there were sinslaid to his charge,—the sins
of many. It was this that occasioned his agony in the garden, on
the cross. His only comfort was, “He is near that justifieth me.”
He knew the time would be short. But now the wrath of God has
al falen upon Him. The thunder-clouds of God’'s anger have
gpent al their lightnings on his head. The vias of God’'s wrath
have poured out their last drops upon Him. He is now justified
from al the sins that were laid upon Him. He has left them with
the grave-clothes. His fellow-men and devils laid all sins to his
charge; He was silent. Do you believe this record concerning the
Son? Do you cleave to Jesus as yours? Then you have fellowship
with Him in hisjustification. Y ou are as much justified as Christ
is. There is as little guilt lying upon you as there is upon Christ.
The vials of wrath have not another drop for Christ, nor another
drop for you. You are justified from all things.

2d, His adoption.—When Jesus went up to heaven, He said,
“1 go to my Father.” When He entered heaven, the word of God
was “Thou art my Son; sit Thou on my right hand until | make
thine enemies thy footstool.” Oh, it was a blessed exchange,
when He left the frowns and curses of this world for the embrace
of his Father’s arms,—when He left the thorny crown for a crown
of glory,—when He came from under the wrath of God into the
fatherly love of God! Such is your change, you that believe in
Jesus. You have fellowship with the Son, you share in his
adoption. He says, “| ascend to my Father and your Father.” God
is as much your Father as He is Christ’s Father, your God as
Christ’s God. Oh, what a change! for an heir of hell to become an
heir of God, and joint-heir with Christ; to inherit God; to have a
son’'sinterest in God! Eternity alone will teach you what isin that
word, “heir of God.”
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(4.) Joy full.—Other joys are not filling. Creature joys only
fill a smal part of the soul. Money, houses, lands, music,
entertainments, friends, these are not filling joys, they are just
drops of joys. But Christ revealed makes the cup run over. “Thou
anointest my head with oil, my cup runneth over.” Believing in a
manifested Christ fills the heart full of joy. “In thy presence is
fulness of joy.” Christ brings the soul into God’'s presence. One
smile of God fills the heart more than ten thousand smiles of the
world.

You that have nothing but creature joy, hunting after
butterflies, feeding upon carrion, why do you spend money for
that which is not bread? You that are afflicted, tempest-tossed,
and not comforted, look to a manifested Jesus. According to your
faith so be it unto you. Believe none, and you will have no joy.
Believe little, and you will have little joy. Believe much, and you
will have much joy. Believe al, and you will have all joy, and
your joy will be full. It will be like a bowl lipping over, good
measure, pressed down, and running over. Amen.

ST PETER’S, 1839.
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SERMON VII.

THE BELIEVER IN CHRIST’S GARDEN

“A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a
fountain sealed.”—SONG 4:12.

Doctrine—The believer is Christ’s garden.

I. The name here given to believers—"My sister, my
spouse,” or rather, “my sister-spouse.” There are many sweet
names from the lips of Christ addressed to believers. “O thou
fairest among women,” 1:8; “My love,” 2:2; “My love, my fair
one,” 2:10; “O my dove,” 2:14; “My sister, my love, my dove,
my undefiled,” 5:2; “O prince's daughter,” 7:1. But here is one
more tender than al, “My sister, my spouse,” 4.9; and again,
verse 10, and here, verse 12. To be spoken well of by the world is
little to be desired; but to hear Christ speak such words to us, is
enough to fill our hearts with heavenly joy. The meaning you will
see by what Paul says, 1 Cor. 11:5: “Have we not power to lead
about a sister, awife, aswell as other apostles?” He means power
to marry one who is like-minded—a sister in the Lord; one who
will be both a wife and a sister in Christ Jesus—a wife by
covenant, asister by being born of the same Father in heaven. So
Christ here says of believers, “My sister, my spouse,” that they
are not only united to Him by choice and covenant, but are like-
minded also.

I1. These two things are inseparable—Some would like to be
the spouse of the Saviour, without being the sister. Some would
like to be saved by Christ, but not to be made like Christ. When
Christ chooses a sinner, and sets his love on the soul, and when
He woos the soul and draws it into covenant with himself, it is
only that He may make the soul a sister,—that He may impart his
features, his same heart, hisall, to the soul. Now, many rest in the
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mere forgiveness of sins. Many have felt Christ wooing their
soul, and offering himself freely to them, and they have accepted
Him. They have consented to the match. Sinful and worthless and
hell-deserving, they find that Christ desires it; that He will not be
dishonoured by it; that He will find glory in it; and their heart is
filled with joy in being taken into covenant with so glorious a
bridegroom. But why has He done it? To make you partaker of
his holiness, to change your nature, to make you sister to
himself,—of his own mind and spirit. He has sprinkled you with
clean water, only that He may give you a new heart also. He
brings you to himself and gives you rest only that He may make
you learn of Him his meekness and lowliness in heart.

(1) Insegparable—You cannot be the spouse of Christ
without becoming sister also. Christ offers to be the bridegroom
of sin-covered souls. He came from heaven for this; took flesh
and blood for this. He tries to woo sinners, standing and
stretching out his hands. He tells them of all his power, and glory,
and riches, and that al shall be theirs. He is a blood-sprinkled
bridegroom; but that is his chief loveliness. The soul believes his
word, melts under his love, consents to be his. “My beloved is
mine, and | am his.” Then He washes the soul in his own blood,;
clothes it in his own righteousness; takes it in with Him to the
presence of his Father. From that day the soul begins to reflect
his image. Christ begins to live in the soul. The same heart, the
same spirit, are in both. The soul becomes sister as well as
spouse,—Christ's not only by choice and covenant, but by
likeness also. Some of you Christ has chosen; you have become
his justified ones. Do you rest there? No; remember you must be
made like Him,—reflect hisimage; you cannot separate the two.

(2.) The order of the two.—You must be first the spouse
before you can be the sister of Christ,—his by covenant before
his by likeness. Some think to be like Christ first,—that they will
copy his features till they recommend themselves to Christ. No,
thiswill not do. He chooses only those that have no comeliness—
polluted in their own blood, that He may have the honour of
washing them. “When thou wast in thy blood,” Ezek. 16:6. Are
there any trying to recommend themselves to Christ by their
change of life? Oh, how little you know Him! He comes to seek
those who are black in themselves. Are there some of you poor,
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defiled, unclean? You are just the soul Christ woos. Proud,
scornful? Christ woos you. He offers you his all, and then He will
change you.

1. To what Christ compares believers. “A garden
enclosed.”—The gardens in the East are always enclosed;
sometimes by afence of reeds, such are the gardens of cucumbers
in the wilderness;, sometimes by a stone wall, as the garden of
Gethsemane; sometimes by a hedge of prickly pear. But what is
still more interesting is, they are often enclosed out of a
wilderness. All around is often barren sand; and this one enclosed
gpot islike the garden of the Lord. Such isthe believer.

(1.) Enclosed by election.—In the eye of God, the world was
one great wilderness,—all barren, all dead, al fruitless. No part
was fit to bear anything but briars. It was nigh unto cursing. One
part was no better than another in his sight. The hearts of men
were all hard as rock, dry and barren as the sand. Out of the mere
good pleasure of his will, He marked out a garden of delights
where He might show his power and grace, that it might be to his
praise. Some of you know your election of God by the fruits of
it,—by your faith, love, and holiness. Be humbled by the thought
that it was solely because He chose you. Why me, Lord? why
me?

(2.) Enclosed by the Spirit’s work.—Election is the planning
of the garden. The Spirit’s work is the carrying it into effect. “He
fenced it,” Isa. 5:2. When the Spirit begins his work, it is
separating work. When a man is convinced of sin, he is no more
one with the careless, godless world. He avoids his
companions—goes aone. When a soul comes to Christ, it is still
more separated. It then comes into a new world. He is ho more
under the curse—no more under wrath. He is in the smile and
favour of God. Like Gideon's fleece, he now receives the dew
when all around isdry.

(3.) Enclosed by the arms of God.—God is a wall of fire.
Angels are around the soul. Elisha’s hill was full of horses of fire.
God is round about the soul, as the mountains stand round about
Jerusalem. The soul is hid in the secret of God's presence. No
robber can ever come over the fence. “A vineyard of red wine: |
the Lord do keep it; | will water it every moment: lest any hurt it,
| will keep it night and day.” Isa. 27:2, 3. Thisis sung over thee.
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IV. Well-watered garden.—Watered in three ways. First, By
a hidden well. It is the custom in the East to roll a stone over the
mouth of a well, to preserve the water from sand. Second, By a
fountain of living water—a well always bubbling up. Third, By
streams from L ebanon.

(1.) “A spring shut up.”—This describes the Spirit in the
heart, in his most secret manner of working. In some gardens
there is only this secret well. A stone is over the mouth. If you
wish to water the garden, you must roll away the stone, and let
down the bucket. Such is the life of God in many souls. Some of
you feel that there is a stone over the mouth of the well in you.
Your own rocky heart is the stone. Stir up the gift of God which
isin thee.

(2.) A well of living water.—This is the same as John 4,—a
well that is ever full and running over. Grace new every moment;
fresh upspringings from God. Thus only will you advance.

(3.) Streams from Lebanon.—These are very plentiful. On al
sides they fall in pleasant cascades, in the bottom unite into broad
full streams, and on their way water the richest gardens. The
garden of Ibrahim Pacha, near Acre, iswatered with streams from
Lebanon. So believers are sometimes favoured with streams from
the Lebanon that is above. We receive out of Christ’s fulness,—
drink of the wine of his pleasures. Oh for more of these streams
of Lebanon! Even in the dry season they are full. The hotter the
summer, the streams from Lebanon become the fuller, because
the heat only melts the mountain snows.

V. The fruit.—The very use of a garden is to bear fruit and
flowers. For this purpose it is enclosed, hedged, planted, watered.
If it bear no fruit nor flowers, al the labour is lost labour. The
ground is nigh to cursing. So is it with the Christian. Three
remarkable things are here.

(1.) No weeds are mentioned.—Pleasant fruit-trees, and all
the chief spices, but no weeds. Had it been a man that was
describing his garden, he would have begun with the weeds—the
unbelief, corruption, evil tempers, etc. Not so Christ. He covers
all the sins. The weeds are lost sight of. He sees no perversity. As
in John 17: “They have kept thy word; they are not of the world.”
AsinRev. 2:2: “| know thy works.”
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(2.) Fruits—The pomegranate—the very best; al pleasant
fruits. And al his own. “From me is thy fruit found;” “His
pleasant fruits,” verse 16. The graces that Christ puts into the
heart and brings out of the life are the very best, the richest, most
pleasant, most excellent that a creature can produce. Love to
Christ, love to the brethren, love to the Sabbath, forgiveness of
enemies, al the best fruits that can grow in the human heart.
Unreasonable world! to condemn true conversion, when it
produces the very fruits of paradise, acceptable to God, if not to
you. Should not this make you stand and consider?

(3.) Spices—These spices do not naturally grow in gardens.
Even in the East there never was such a display as this. So the
fragrant graces of the Spirit are not natural to the heart. They are
brought from a far country. They must be carefully watched.
They need the stream, and the gentle zephyr. Oh, | fear most of
you should hang your heads when Christ begins to speak of
fragrant spices in your heart! Where are they? Are there not
talkative, forward Christians? Are there not self-seeking, praise-
seeking, man-pleasing Christians? Are there not proud-praying
Christians? Are there not ill-tempered Christians? Are there not
rash, inconsiderate ones? Are there not idle, lazy, bad-working
Christians? Lord, where are the spices? Verily, Christ is abundle
of myrrh. Oh to be like Him! Oh that every flower and fruit
would grow! They must come from above. Many there are of
whom one is forced to say, “Well, they may be Christians; but |
would not like to be next them in heaven!” Cry for the wind:
“Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out.”

58



SERMON VIII.

THE REDEEMERS GOODNESS TO A BELIEVING SOUL

“(Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness leaning upon her
beloved?) | raised thee up under the apple-tree: there thy mother
brought thee forth, there she brought thee forth that bare thee. Set me as
a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as
death; jealousy is crud as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire,
which hath a most vehement flame. Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can the floods drown it: if aman would give all the substance of
his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.”—SONG 8:5-7.

WE are introduced to the great Redeemer and a believing
soul, and are made to overhear their converse.

I. The posture of the church

(1.) From the wilderness—To a child of God thisworld is a
wilderness. First, Because everything is fading here. Here is
nothing abiding; money takes wings and flees away; friends die.
All are like grass; and if some are more beautiful or more
engaging than others, till they are only like the flower of the
grass,—a little more ornamented, but withering often sooner.
Sometimes a worldly comfort is like Jonah’s gourd,—it came up
over his head to be a shadow to deliver him from his grief. So
Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. But God prepared a
worm, when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the
gourd that it withered. So our worldly comfort sometimes grows
up over our head like a shadow, and we are exceeding glad of our
gourd; but God prepares a worm, we faint, and are ready to die.
Here we have no continuing city; but we seek one to come. This
is a wilderness: “Arise, depart, this is not thy rest, for it is
polluted.” An experienced Christian looks upon everything here
as not abiding; for the things that are seen are temporal, but the
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things that are not seen are eternal. Second, Because everything is
stained with sin here. Even the natural scenery of this world is
stained with sin. The thorns and thistles tell of a cursed earth.
Above al, when you look at the floods of ungodly men.—*We
are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.” The world
does not know a Christian, and does not love him. Though you
love them, and would lay down your body that they might pass
over to glory, yet they will not hear. Above al, the sinin our own
heart makes us bend down under our burden, and feel thisto be a
valley of weeping. Ah! wretched man, if we had no body of sin,
what a sweet glory would appear in everything; we would sing
like the birds in spring.

(2.) Coming out of it.—Unconverted souls are going down
into the wilderness to perish there. All Christians are coming up
out of it. Sabbath-days are like milestones, marking our way; or
rather they are like the wells we used to come to at evening.
Every rea Christian is making progress. If the sheep is on the
shoulder of the shepherd, it is always getting nearer the fold.
With some the shepherd takes long steps. Dear Christians, you
should be advancing, getting higher, nearer to Canaan, riper for
glory. In the south of Russia, the country is of vast plains, rising
by steppes. Dear friends, you should get on to a higher place; up
another step every Sabbath-day. In travelling, you never think of
making a house in the wilderness. So, dear friends, do not take up
your rest here, we are journeying. Let al your endeavours be to
get on in your journey.

(3.) Leaning upon her beloved.—It is very observable that
there is none here but the bride and her beloved in a vast
wilderness. She is not leaning upon him with one arm, and upon
somebody else with the other; but she is leaning upon him alone.
So is it with the soul taught of God; it feels alone with Christ in
this world; it leans as entirely upon Christ as if there were no
other being in the universe. She leans all her weight upon her
husband. When a person has been saved from drowning, they
lean all their weight upon their deliverer. When the lost sheep
was found, he took it upon his shoulder. You must be content
then to lean all your weight upon Christ. Cast the burden of
temporal things upon Him. Cast the care of your soul upon Him.
If God be for us, who can be against us? They that wait upon the

60



Lord shall renew their strength. The eagle soars so directly
upward, that poets have fancied it was aiming at the sun. So does
the soul that waits on Christ.

I1. Christ’sword to the leaning soul

(1) “I raised thee up,” etc.—He reminds the believer of his
natural state. Every soul now in Christ was once like an exposed
infant (Ezek. 16), cast out into the open field. “Behold, | was
shapen in iniquity.” Do not forget what you were. If ever you
come to forget what you were, then you may be sure you are not
right with God. Observe when the contrition comes. When you
are leaning on Christ, then He tells you of your sin and misery,
Ezek. 36:31.

(2.) Hereminds you of hislove: “I raised thee up.” He himself
is the apple-tree, open on all sides round, affording shadow and
fruit. | raised thee. Christ not only shelters, but draws into the
shelter. “To Him be glory.” Are there not some who feel like an
infant—cast out? Turn your eye to Christ, He only can raise up
your soul under the apple-tree.

I11. The leaning soul criesfor continued grace

Set me as a seal.—It is a sure mark of grace to desire more.
The High Priest had a beautiful breastplate over his breast,
adorned with jewels—make me one of these. He had also a jewel
on each shoulder,—make me one of these. These were bound
with chains of gold, but the believer with chains of love. Thisisa
true mark of grace. If you be contented to remain where you are,
without any more nearness to God, or any more holiness, thisisa
clear mark you have got none. Hide me deeper, bind me closer,
and carry me more completely.

(1.) The love of Christ is strong as death.—Death is awfully
strong. When he comes upon a stout young man, he brings him
down. Soisthelove of Christ.

(2.) Crud, or stubborn, as the grave—The grave will not
give up its dead, nor will Christ give up his own. Oh! pray that
this love may embrace you. Vehement as hell, —unquenchable
fire. You have your choice, dear friends, of two eternal fires.
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ,” etc.? Rom. 8
Floods cannot drown it,—afflictions cannot.

(3.) It cannot be bought—"If a man would give al the
substance,” etc. Y ou must accept it free or not at all.
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SERMON IX.

JOHN’S VISION

“After his | beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could
number, of al nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to
our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the
angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four
beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces and worshipped God,
saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and
honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever.
Amen. And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these
which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And | said
unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said unto me, These are they
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before
the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in his temple: and He
that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor
any heat. For the Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters. and God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” —REV. 7:9 to the end.

IT is one thing to read these words with a poet’s eye, and
another thing to read them with the eye of a Christian. Oh pray,
dear friends, that the Spirit may tear away the veil from our
hearts, and show us the grand realities that are here! It is sweet
and profitable—

(1.) For the awakening of the ungodly, that you may see what
are the exercises of the heavenly world, and how unfit you would
be for them. | suppose many of you feel that you have not washed
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your robes, and that you could not sing their song. Then you must
be on the road to hell.

(2.) For the instruction of believers—It shows you what are
the chief employments of that happy world, where we shall so
soon be; it gives you the key-note of the heavenly song; it teaches
you to spend much of your time in the same exercises in which
you shall spend eternity.

(3.) For comfort to afflicted believers—It shows you how
short your trials will be. These light afflictions are but for a
moment; you need not murmur nor grieve,—alittle while, and we
shall be with Christ, and God shall wipe away al your tears. For
this end it was given to John.

I. What John saw and heard

(1.) A great multitude of all nations.—When John was on
earth he saw but few believers: “We are of God, and the whole
world lieth in wickedness.” The church was like a lily in a field
of thorns, lambs in the midst of wolves, but now quite
different,—thorns are plucked away, the lilies innumerable. “ Out
of all nations.”—Perhaps he could discern his fellow-apostles, his
own brother James, and holy Paul, and angel-faced Stephen; the
dark Egyptian, the swarthy Ethiopian, the woolly-headed negro,
the far distant Chinese, the Burman, the Hindoo, the blue-eyed
German, the dark-eyed Italian, and multitudes perhaps from a
distant island of the sea. Every country had its representatives
there,—some saved out of every land. All were like Christ, and
yet al retained their different peculiarities. Learn that Christ will
have a glorious crown.—He shall see of the travail of his soul,
and be satisfied. Often, when | look at a large town like Dundee,
and see so few converted to Christ, my heart sickens within me; |
often feel as if we were labouring for nought and in vain.
Although there has been so much blessing, yet such masses of
ungodly families! But oh, cheer up, Christ shall have his full
crown! Though there should not be another saved out of this
place, Christ will have his full reward. We shall be quite satisfied
when we see the whole. He hath mercy on whom He will have
mercy. Learn the power of his blood. It blots out the sins of all
that multitude,—sins of every name and dye. Why not yours?
Oh! when such a glorious company are saved, why should you be
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lost? When so many are going out of this place, why should you
keep back?

(2) Their position.—They stood before the throne—yea,
nearer than the angels, for they stood round about. The redeemed
stood next the throne, the angels round them. This marks their
complete righteousness. But the ungodly cannot stand in the
judgment. If God were only to bring an ungodly man into his
presence, he would die. You greatly mistake if you think God
needs to put out great strength to destroy you. Asacloud isdried
up by being in the light of the sun, so you would perish at the
presence of God as a moth in a candle. But this great company
stand next the throne,—God' s eye full upon them. In Christ they
stand, not in themselves. Nearer than angels. the angels have only
creature-righteousness,—these have on Creator-righteousness.
The righteousness of Christ is a million times more lovely than
that of the highest angel, therefore they stand nearer. The
righteousness of God is upon them all,—who shall condemn? If
you are ever to be near God, you may come freely to Him now
Why keep so far away?

(3.) Their dress; white robes and palms—They have all the
same dress, there is no difference. It is the garment of Christ. One
was a far greater believer than another,—made far greater
advances in holiness—yet the same dress. Whiter than the
angels, verse 13. The angels also are represented as dressed in
white; yet it would appear that their robes were far outshone by
the bright shining raiment of the redeemed. The angels have on
creature-righteousness, the redeemed the righteousness of God.
This is what is now offered to you, sinners. Awakened persons
are sometimes led to cry, “Oh that | had never sinned!” but here
is something better than if you had never sinned. Palms are signs
of victory. The Jews used to take branches of palms at the feast of
tabernacles, or ingathering, which was a type of heaven. The
angels have no palms, for they have fought no fight, they have
gained no victory. Every one that has a white robe has a palm.
Every one that is in Christ shall overcome. Be not afraid of your
enemies.

(4.) Their song. The substance of it—Salvation.—They give
God all the glory. On earth, there are many that cannot believe in
an electing God—that God chose them for no good in them; but
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in heaven they all fed it, and give Him all the praise. On earth,
many speak of making themselves willing; but in heaven they
sing “Salvation to God.” On earth, many go about to establish
their own righteousness; in heaven, “glory to the Lamb.” On
earth, many take Christ as part of their righteousness, and their
duties as part; in heaven, all give glory to the Lamb. What say
you to this song? Does it find an echo in your heart? Remember
you must begin it now, if yon are to sing it afterwards. The effect
of it—it stirs up the hearts of the angels, verses 11, 12. Often on
earth, when one believer begins to praise God for what He has
done for his soul, it stirs up the hearts of others. So in heaven,
when the angels hear the voice of redeemed sinners—brands
plucked out of the fire—standing in near the throne, they will
obtain aravishing view of the glory of God, his mercy and grace,
they will fall down and worship God. They will not envy the
redeemed their place; but, on the contrary, be filled with intense
praise by hearing of what God has done for their souls. How do
you feel when you hear of others being saved and brought nearer
to God than you? Do you envy and hate them, or do you fall
down and praise God for it?

Il. Their past history—verses 13, 14

Two particulars are given. Each had a different history; still
in these two they were alike.

(1.) They had washed their robes—This leads us back to
their conversion. Once every one of that company had filthy
garments. They were like Joshua, their garment was spotted by
the flesh. It was like a garment with the leprosy in it. Some
stained with blood,—spots of blood upon their garments; some
with adultery; some with disobedience to parents, some with
pride, falsehood, evil speaking,—all, all were stained. Every one
was convinced that he could not make himself clean; he could not
wash his garments nor throw them off; he was brought to see
himself lost and helpless. Jesus was revealed to him, and his
precious blood shed for sinners, even the chief, saying to the
heavy laden, “Come to me.” Of al that company, there is not one
stands there in any other way. All are washed in blood. It is their
only way of standing. Have you been washed in blood? Y ou will
find not one in heaven who went there in any other way. You
think to go to heaven by your own decency, innocency, attention
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to duties. Well, you would be the only such one there: al are
washed in blood. Come and et us reason together.

(2.) They came out of great tribulation.—Every one that gets
to the throne must put their foot upon the thorn. The way to the
crown is by the cross. We must taste the gall if we are to taste the
glory. When justified by faith, God led them into tribulations
also. When God brought Israel through the Red Sea, He led them
into the wilderness; so, when God saves a soul, He tries it. He
never gives faith without trying it. The way to Zion is through the
Valley of Baca. You must go through the wilderness of Jordan if
you are to come to the Land of Promise. Some believers are
much surprised when they are called to suffer. They thought they
would do some great thing for God; but all that God permits them
to do is to suffer. Go round every one in glory,—every one has a
different story, yet every one has a tale of suffering. One was
persecuted in his family,—by his friends and companions;
another was visited by sore pains and humbling disease,—
neglected by the world; another was bereaved of children;
another had all these afflictions meeting in one—deep called
unto deep. Mark, all are brought out of them. It was a dark cloud,
but it passed away; the water was deep, but they have reached the
other side. Not one of them blames God for the road He led them:
“Salvation” is their only cry. Is there any of you, dear children,
murmuring at your lot? Do not sin against God. This is the way
God leads al his redeemed ones. You must have a palm as well
as awhite robe. No pain, no palm; no cross, no crown; no thorn,
no throne; no gall, no glory. Learn to glory in tribulations also. “I
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.”

[11. Future history

(1) Immediate service of God.—Here, we are alowed to
spend much of our time in our worldly callings. It is lawful for a
man to win his bread, to plough, sow, reap, to spin and weave.
Then, all our strength will be put forth in the immediate service
of God. We shall stand before Him, and He shall dwell among us.
It will be a perpetual Sabbath. We shall spend eternity in loving
God, in adoring, admiring, and praising God. We should spend
much of our present time in this. Some people imagine that they
are not serving God unless they are visiting the sick, or engaged
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in some outward service; whereas the highest of all serviceisthe
love of adoration in the soul. Perhaps God gets more glory by a
single adoring look of some poor believer on a sick-bed, than
from the outward |abours of awhole day.

(2.) Not in the wilderness any more—At present we are likea
flock in the wilderness, our soul often hungry, and thirsty, and
sorely tried. Often we feel as if we could go no farther, but must
lie down and die. Often we feel temptations too much for us, or
persecutions too strong for us to bear. When we are with Christ
we shall hunger no more, all our pains shall be ended. Learn to
glorify Him in the fires, to sing in the wilderness. Thisis the only
world where you can give God that glory.

(3.) Father, Son, and Spirit will bless us—The Lamb shall
feed us: He that died for us. We shall always see our security
before us in our Surety; no trembling shall ever come over our
soul. He shall be one like us—a Lamb—Ilike the least of us, we
shall learn of God from Him. The Spirit will be like “living
fountains of waters.” Here, we never have enough; there, without
measure. The Father will be a father to us. He will wipe away
tears—the tears we shed in dying,—wilderness tears,—the tears
over lost friends, and a perishing world. “What manner of
persons ought we to be!”

DuNDEE, 1840
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SERMON X.

CHRIST A MERCIFUL HIGH PRIEST

“For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels, but He took on
Him the seed of Abraham. Whereforein all thingsit behoved Him to be
made like unto his brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful
High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the
sins of the people. For in that He himself hath suffered, being tempted,
Heis able to succour them that are tempted.”—HEB. 2:16-18.

Doctrine—Christ amerciful High Priest.

I. The sovereign mercy of Christ in becoming man.—"For
verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on
Him the seed of Abraham.” We read of two great rebellions in
the history of the universe—the rebellion of the angels, and the
rebellion of man. For infinitely wise and gracious purposes God
planned and permitted both of these, that out of evil He might
bring forth good. The first took place in heaven itself. Pride was
the sin by which the angels fell, and therefore it is called “the
condemnation of the devil.” “They kept not their first estate, but
left their own habitation.” “God spared them not, but cast them
down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved unto judgment.” The next fall took place upon earth.
Satan tempted, and man fell,—believed the devil rather than God,
and so came under the curse: “Thou shalt surely die.” Both of
these families came under the same frown—under the same
condemnation; both were condemned to the same “everlasting
fire.” But the glorious Son of God resolved, from all eternity, to
die for sinners. Now, for which of the two shall He die? Perhaps
the angels in heaven would long that He should die for their once
brother angels. The angelic nature was higher than that of man.
Men had fallen deeper into sin than the rebel angels. Will He not
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die for angels? Now, here is the answer: “Verily He took not on
Him the nature of angels, but He took on Him the seed of
Abraham.” Here is sovereign mercy passing by one family and
coming to another. Let us wonder and adore the sovereign mercy
of Jesus.

(1.) Do not be surprised if Jesus passes many by. The Lord
Jesus has been riding through our country in a remarkable
manner, seated on his white horse, and wearing many crowns. He
has sent out many arrows and pierced many hearts in this place,
and brought many to his feet; but has He not passed many by?
Are there not many given up to their own hearts lust, and
walking in their own counsel? Be not surprised. This is the very
way He did when He came to this earth; He passed the gate of
hell. Although his bosom was full of love and grace, although
“God islove,” He felt it not inconsistent to pass fallen angels by,
and to come and die for men. And so, though Jesus is love till,
yet He can save some, and leave others to be hardened. “Many
widows were in Israel in the time of Elijah the prophet; but unto
none of them was Elijah sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Zidon,
unto awoman that was awidow.” And many lepers werein Israel
at the time of Elishathe prophet, and none of them was cleansed,
saving Naaman the Syrian.

(2.) If Christ has visited your soul, give Him all the glory.
“Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory.”
The only reason why you are saved is the sovereign compassion
of Jesus. It is not that you are better than others, that you were
less wicked, of better dispositions, more attentive to your Bible.
Many who have been left have been much more blameless in
their life. It is not that you have sat under a peculiar ministry.
God has made the same ministry a means of hardening
multitudes. It is the free grace of God. Love God for ever and
ever, because He chose you of his own free will. Adore Jesus,
that He passed by millions, and died for you. Adore the Holy
Ghost, that He came out of free sovereign mercy and awakened
you. It will be matter of praise through eternity.

(3.) If Christ is now visiting your soul, do not trifle with Him.
Some persons, when Christ begins to knock at the door of their
heart, put Him off from time to time. They trifle with their
convictions. They say, | am too young yet, let me taste a little
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more pleasure of the world: youth is the time for mirth; another
time | will open the door. Some say, | am too busy; | have to
provide for my family; when | have a more convenient season |
will cal for Thee. Some say, | am strong and healthy; | hope |
have many years to live; when sickness comes, then | will open
the door. Consider that Christ may not come again. He is
knocking now: let Him in. Another day He may pass by your
door. You cannot command convictions of sin to come when you
like. Christ is entirely sovereign in saving souls. No doubt, many
of you have had your last knock from Christ. Many of you that
were once concerned are not so now; and you cannot bring it
back again. There is no doubt atime in every man’'s life, when, if
he opens the door, he will be saved; if he does not, he will perish.
Probably this may be that time to many of you. Christ may be
giving last knocks to some to-day.

I1. Christ made like usin all things—Christ not only became
man, but it behoved Him to be made like us in all things. He
suffered, being tempted.

In my last lecture, | showed you the only two points in which
He was different from us. First, In being God as well as man. In
the manger at Bethlehem there lay a perfect infant, but there also
was Jehovah. That mysterious being who rode on an ass's colt,
and wept over Jerusalem, was as much a man as you are, and as
much God as the Father is. The tears He shed were human tears,
yet the love of Jehovah swelled below his mantle. That pale being
that hung quivering on the cross was indeed man; it was human
blood that flowed from his wounds; but He was as truly God.
Second, In being without sin. He was the only one in human form
of whom it can be said, He was holy, harmless, undefiled, and
separate from sinners; the only one on whom God could ook
down from heaven, and say, “Thisis my beloved Son, in whom |
am well pleased.” Every member of our body and faculty of our
mind we have used as the servants of sin. Every member of his
body and faculty of his mind were used only as servants to
holiness. His mouth was the only human mouth from which none
but gracious words ever proceeded. His eye was the only human
eye that never shot forth flames of pride, or envy, or lust. His
hand was the only human hand that never was stretched forth but
in doing good. His heart was the only human heart that was not
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deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. When Satan
came to Him, he found nothing in Him. Now, in these two things
it behoved Him to be unlike his brethren, or He could not have
been a Saviour at al. In all other things it behoved Him to be
made like us. There was no part of our condition that He did not
humble himself unto.

(1) He passed through al the terms of our life from
childhood to manhood. First, He was an infant of days, exposed
to all the pains and dangers of infancy. “Ye shall find the babe,
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” Second, He
bore the trials and pains of boyhood. Many a one, no doubt,
would wonder at the holy boy in the carpenter’ s shop at Nazareth.
He grew in wisdom, and in stature, and in favour with God and
with man. Third, He bore the afflictions and anxieties of
manhood, when He began to be about thirty years of age.

(2.) He tasted the difficulties of many situations in life. The
first thirty years, it is probable, He shared the humble occupation
of Joseph the carpenter; He tasted the trials of working for his
daily bread. Then He subsisted on the kindness of others. Certain
women, which followed Him, ministered unto Him of their
substance. He had not where to lay his head. Many a night He
spent on the Mount of Olives, or on the hills of Galilee. Then He
bore the trials of a gospel minister. He preached from morning till
night, and yet with how small success! so that He could say, “I
have laboured in vain, | have spent my strength for nought and in
vain.” How often He was grieved by their unbelief! He marvelled
at their unbelief. “Oh faithless generation! how long shall | be
with you, how long shall | suffer you!” How often He offended
many by his preaching! “Many said, Thisis an hard saying; who
can hear it?" “From that time many of his disciples went back,
and walked no more with Jesus.” John 6:66. How often they
hated Him for his lovel “For my love they are my adversaries:
but I gave myself unto prayer.” Ps. 109:4. How his own disciples
grieved Him by their want of faith! “O ye of little faith, have |
been so long time with you!” The unbelief of Thomas; their
sleeping in the garden; forsaking Him and fleeing; Peter denying,
Judas betraying Him!

(3.) What trials He had from his own family! Even his own
brothers did not believe on Him, but mocked. The people of his
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town tried to throw Him over the rocks. What pain He suffered
from his mother, when He saw the sword piercing her fond heart!
how He said to John, “Behold thy mother!” and to his mother,
“Behold thy son!” even in the midst of his dying agonies.

(4.) What trials from Satan! Believers complain of Satan, but
they never felt his power as Christ did. What an awful conflict
was that during forty days in the wilderness! How fearfully did
Satan urge on Pharisees, and Herod, and Judas, to torment Him!
What an awful hour was that when He said, This is your hour,
and the power of darkness! What an awful cry was that, “Save
me from the lion’s mouth!” (Ps. 22:22), when He felt his soul in
the very jaws of Satan!

(5.) What trials from God! Believers often groan under the
hidings of God's countenance; but ah! they seldom taste even a
drop of what Christ drank. What dreadful agony was that in
Gethsemane, when the blood gushed through the pores! How
dreadful was that frown of God on the cross, when He cried, “My
God, my God!” In all these things, and a thousand more, He was
made like unto his brethren. He came into our place Through
eternity we shall study these sufferings.

1%, Learn the amazing love of Christ, that He should leave
glory for such a condition.

2d, Learn to bear sufferings cheerfully. You have not yet
suffered as He did.

[11. The end—That He might be a merciful and faithful High
Priest.—The work of Christ as an high priest is here laid down as
twofold. First, To make an atonement for our sins. Second, To
succour his people under temptations.

(1.) To make atonement.—This is the great work of Christ as
our High Priest. For this it was needful that He should become
man and die. Had He remained God alone in the bosom of his
Father, He might have pitied us, but He could not have died for
us, nor taken our sins away. We must have perished. Every priest
in the Old Testament was a type of Jesus in this; every lamb that
was dain typified Jesus offering up his own body a sacrifice for
our sins.

Let your eye rest there if you would be happy. Those few
dark hours on Calvary, when the great High Priest was offering
up the amazing sacrifice, give light for eternity to the believing
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soul. Thisonly will cheer you in dying. Not your graces, not your
love to Christ, not anything in you, but only this—Christ hath
died. He loved me, and gave himself for me. Christ hath appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

(2.) To succour the tempted.—All believers are a tempted
people. Every day they have their trials; every time is to them a
time of need. The unconverted are little tempted; they are not in
trouble as others, neither are they plagued like other men. They
do not feel temptationsrising in their heart; nor do they know the
power of Satan. Before conversion, a man believes as little in the
devil as he believes in Christ. But when a man comes to Chrigt,
then he becomes a tempted soul, “poor and needy, seeking water
and thereis none.”

He is tempted by God.—God did tempt Abraham; not to sin,
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any
man. Still, God always tries his children. He never gives faith but
He brings his child into a situation where it will be tried.
Sometimes He exalts him, to try if he will turn proud and forget
God; sometimes He brings him low, to see if he will murmur
against God. Blessed is the man that endureth temptations.
Sometimes He brings them into a strait, where the trid is,
whether they will believe in Him alone, or trust to flesh and
blood.

The world tempts a child of God.—They watch for their
halting. They love nothing better than to see a child of God fall
into sin. It soothes their conscience to think that all are equally
bad. They frown; they smile.

Their own heart is a fountain of temptation.—Sometimes it
says, What harm is there in that?—it is a little sin; or, | will just
sin thisonce, and never again; or, | will repent after and be saved.

Satan hurls his fiery darts—He terrifies them away from
Christ, disturbs them at prayer, fills their mind with blasphemies,
hounds on the world against them.

Ah! believers, you are a tempted people. Y ou are always poor
and needy. And God intends it should be so, to give you constant
errands to go to Jesus. Some may say, it is not good to be a
believer; but ah! see to whom we can go.

We have a merciful and faithful High Priest. He suffered,
being tempted, just that He might succour them that are tempted.
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The high priest of old not only offered sacrifice at the altar,—his
work was not done when the lamb was consumed. He was to be a
father to Israel. He carried al their names graven over his
heart,—he went in and prayed for them within the veil. He came
out and blessed the people, saying, “The Lord bless thee and keep
thee. The Lord make hisface shine,” etc. Num. 6:24—26.

So it is with the Lord Jesus. His work was not all done on
Calvary. He that died for our sins livesto pray for us,—to helpin
every time of need. He is still man on the right hand of God. He
is still God, and therefore, by reason of his divinity, is present
here this day as much as any of us. He knows your every sorrow,
trial, difficulty; every half-breathed sigh He hears, and brings in
notice thereof to his human heart at the right hand of God. His
human heart is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; it pleads
for you, thinks on you, plans deliverance for you.

Dear tempted brethren! Go boldly to the throne of grace, to
obtain mercy and find grace to help you in your time of need.

Are you bereaved of one you loved? Go and tell Jesus; spread
out your sorrows at his feet. He knows them al; feels for you in
them all. He is a merciful High Priest. He is faithful too, never
awanting in the hour of need. He is able to succour you by his
word, by his Spirit, by his providence. He gave you al the
comfort you had by your friends. He can give it you without
them. He has taken away the stream that you may go to the
fountain.

Are you suffering in body? Go to this High Priest. He is
intimately acquainted with all your diseases, He has felt that very
pain. Remember how, when they brought to Him one that was
deaf and had an impediment in his speech, He looked up to
heaven and sighed, and said, Ephphatha! He sighed over his
misery. So He sighs over you. He is able to give you deliverance,
or patience to bear it, or improvement by it.

Are you sore tempted in soul—put into trying circumstances,
so that you know not what to do? Look up; He is able to succour
you. If He had been on earth, would you not have gone to Him—
would you not have kneeled and said, Lord, help me? Does it
make any difference that He is at the right hand of God? He isthe
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.
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SERMON XI.

POSITION AND DUTIES OF A MINISTER

ORDINATION SERMON
(At the Ordination of the Rev. P. L. MILLER, Wallacetown,
Dundee, 1840.)
“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom,
preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine.”—2 TiM. 4:1, 2.

I. Where faithful ministers stand—"Before God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.” There is not a more awfully affecting situation in
the whole world than that in which afaithful minister stands.

(1.) Before God.—Thisistrue in two ways:

1%, As a sinner saved by grace—He was once far off, but is
now brought nigh by the blood of Jesus. Having “boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way which He hath consecrated for us through the vell, that is to
say, his flesh,” he draws near. He stands within the veil—in the
holiest of all—in the love of God. He is justified before God. A
faithful minister is an example to his flock of a sinner saved. God
saysto him as He did to Abraham, “Walk before me, and be thou
perfect.” He can say with Paul, “I was a blasphemer, and a
persecutor, and injurious, but | obtained mercy.” A faithful
minister is like Aaron’'s rod, that was laid up beside the ark of
God and budded there.

2d, As a servant.—In the East, servants always stand in the
presence of their master, watching his hand. The Queen of Sheba
said to Solomon, “Happy are these thy servants, which stand
continually before thee and hear thy wisdom.” So it is said of the
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angels, that “they do always behold the face of my Father which
is in heaven.” Even when most engaged in the service of the
saints, they feel under his all-seeing, holy, living eye. So ought
faithful ministers to feel. They should feel constantly in his
presence,—under his soul-piercing, gentle guiding, holy, living
eye. “I will guide thee with mine eye.” “The eyes of the Lord are
over the righteous.” Ah! how often we feel we are before man.
Then all power withers, and we become weak as other men; but
oh! how sweet to feel in the presence of God, as if there were no
eye on us but God's. In prayer, how sweet to feel before Him; to
kneel at his footstool, and to put our hand upon the mercy-seat—
no curtain, no veil, no cloud between the soul and God! In
preaching, how sweet to say, like Elijah, when he stood before
Ahab, “I stand before the Lord God of Israel!” To stand at his
feet, in his family, in his pavilion, oh believers, it is then we get
above the billows! The applause of men, the rage and contempt
of men, then pass by us like the idle wind which we regard not.
Thus is a minister like arock in the ocean; the mountain-billows
dash upon its brow, and yet it stands unshaken.

(2.) Before Jesus Christ.—This aso istrue in two ways:

1%, The faithful minister has a present sight of Christ as his
Righteousness. He is like John the Baptist. “ Seeing Jesus coming
unto him, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!” Or like Isaiah, he
saw “his glory, and spake of Him.” His own soul is ever watching
at Gethsemane and at Golgotha. Oh brethren, it is thus only we
can ever speak with feeling, or with power, or with truth, of the
unsearchable riches of Christ! We must have the taste of the
manna in our mouth, “milk and honey under our tongue,” else we
cannot tell of its sweetness. We must be drinking the living water
from the smitten rock, or we cannot speak of its refreshing
power. We must be hiding our guilty souls in the wounds of
Jesus, or we cannot with joy speak of the peace and rest to be
found there. This is the reason why unfaithful ministers are cold
and barren in their labours. They speak, like Balaam, of a Saviour
whose grace they do not feel. They speak, like Caiaphas, of the
blood of Christ, without having felt its power to speak peace to
the troubled heart. This is the reason why many good men have a
barren ministry. They speak from clear head-knowledge, or from
past experience, but not from a present grasp of the truth—not
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from a present sight of the Lamb of God. Hence their words fall
like a shower of snow,—fair and beautiful, but cold and freezing.
The Lord give usto stand in the presence of the Lord Jesus.

2d, The faithful minister should feel the presence of aliving
Saviour. A minister should be like the bride in the Song:
“Leaning upon her beloved.” This was Jeremiah’s strength (1:8):
“Be not afraid of their faces, for | am with thee to deliver thee,
saith the Lord.” So it was with Paul (Acts 18:9, 10): “Be not
afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and
no man shall set on thee to hurt thee; for | have much peoplein
this city.” So Jesus told all the disciples. “Yet alittle while, and
the world seeth me not; but ye see me: because | live, ye shall
live aso.” And again He says expressly: “Lo, | am with you
alway, even to the end of the world.” Yes, brethren, Christ is as
truly waking in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, as
truly in this place to-day, as if you saw Him with your bodily
eyes. His humanity is at the right hand of God,—appearing in the
presence of God for us. His Godhead fills al in all. Thus He is
with us,—standing with our right hand, so that we cannot be
moved. It is sweet to know and feel this. Thus only can we be
sustained amid all the trials of the ministry. Are we weary? we
can lean, like John, upon his bosom. Are we burdened with a
sense of sin? we can hide in the clefts of that Rock of Ages. Are
we empty? we can look up to Him for immediate supply. Are we
hated of al men? we can hide under his wings. Stand before the
Lord Jesus Christ, and then you may smile at Satan’s rage, and
face a frowning world. Learn here also the guilt of refusing a
gospel ministry: “He that refuseth you, refuseth me; and he that
refuseth me, refuseth Him that sent me.”

(3.) Within sight of judgment—“Who shall judge the quick
and dead.”—M inisters and their flocks shall meet together before
the throne of the Lord Jesus. That will be a solemn day. They
have many solemn meetings on earth. An ordination day is a
solemn day. Their meetings from Sabbath to Sabbath are solemn
meetings; and sacrament days are very solemn days. But their
meeting at the judgment-seat will be by far the most solemn of
all. Then,

1%, The minister will give in his account, either with joy or
with grief. He will no more meet to plead with the people, or to
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pray with them, but to bear witness how they received the word.
Of some he will give account with a joyful countenance,—that
they recelved the word with all readiness of mind,—that they
were converted and became like little children: these will be his
joy and crown. Of most with grief,—that he carried the message
to them, but they would not come—they made light of it; or
perhaps they listened for a while, but drew back into perdition.
He will be a swift witness against them in that day. “Depart, ye
cursed.”

2d, Then the people will give in their account of the minister.
If he was faithful; if he made it his meat and drink to do the will
of God; if he preached the whole truth with seriousness, urgency,
love; if he was holy in his life; if he preached publicly, and from
house to house; then that minister shall shine like the stars. If he
was unfaithful; if he fed himself, but not the flock; if he did not
seek the conversion of souls, did not travail in birth; if he sought
his own ease, his own wealth, his own praise, and not their souls;
then shall the loud curses of ruined souls fall on that wretched
man, and God shall say, Take the unfaithful servant, and bind
him hand and foot, and cast him into outer darkness. Oh!
believers, it is the duty of ministers to preach with this solemn
day in their eye. We should stand, like Abraham, looking down
on the smoke of Sodom; like John, listening to the new song and
golden harps of the new Jerusalem. Would not this take away the
fear of man? Would not this make us urgent in our preaching?
You must either get these souls into Christ, or you will yet see
them lying down in everlasting burnings. Oh! brethren, did | not
say truly that the place where a minister stands is the most
solemn spot in all thisworld?

[1. The grand business of the faithful minister.—Described in
two ways: First, Generally—Preach the Word; Second, More in
detail—Reprove, rebuke, exhort.

(1.) Preach the Word.—The grand work of the minister, in
which he is to lay out his strength of body and mind, is
preaching. Weak and foolish as it may appear, this is the grand
instrument which God has put into our hands, by which sinners
are to be saved, and saints fitted for glory. It pleased God, by the
foolishness of preaching, to save them that believe. It was to this
our blessed Lord devoted the years of his own ministry. Oh, what
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an honour has He put upon this work, by preaching in the
synagogues, in the temple, and by the blue waves of Galilee,
under the canopy of heaven! Has He not consecrated this world
as preaching ground? This was the grand work of Paul and all the
apostles; for this was our Lord’s command: “Go ye into al the
world, and preach the gospel.” Oh! brethren, this is our great
work. It iswell to visit the sick, and well to educate children and
clothe the naked. It is well to attend presbyteries. It is well to
write books or read them. But here is the main thing—preach the
word. The pulpit is, as George Herbert says, “our joy and
throne.” Thisis our watch-tower. Here we must warn the people.
The silver trumpet is put into our hand. Woe be unto us if we
preach not the gospel.

The Matter—The Word.—It is in vain we preach, if we
preach not the word,—the truth asit isin Jesus.

1%, Not other matters—"Ye are my witnesses.” “The same
came to bear witness of that light.” We are to speak of nothing
but what we have seen and heard from God. It is not the work of
the minister to open up schemes of human wisdom or learning,
not to bring his own fancies, but to tell the facts and glories of the
gospel. We must speak of what iswithin the word of God.

2d, Preach the word—the most essential parts especialy. If
you were with a dying man, and knew he had but half an hour to
live, what would you tell him? Would you open up some of the
curiosities of the word, or enforce some of the moral commands
of the word? Would you not tell him his undone condition by
nature and by wicked works? Would you not tell him of the love
and dying of the Lord Jesus? Would you not tell him of the
power of the Holy Spirit? These are the essential things which a
man must receive or perish. These are the great subject-matters of
preaching. Should we not preach as Jesus did when He went to
Emmaus, when He began at Moses and all the prophets, and
expounded to them the things concerning himself? Let there be
much of Christ in your ministry, says the excellent Eliot.
Rowland Hill used to say, See there be no sermon without three
R's in it: Ruin by the fall, Righteousness by Christ, and
Regeneration by the Spirit. Preach Christ for awakening, Christ
for comforting, Christ for sanctifying. “God forbid that 1 should
glory, savein the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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3d, Preach as the word.—I would humbly suggest for the
consideration of all ministers, whether we should not preach
more in the manner of God's word. Is not the word the sword of
the Spirit? Should not our great work be to take it from its
scabbard, to cleanse it from all rust, and then to apply its sharp
edge to the consciences of man? It is certain the fathers used to
preach in this manner. Brown of Haddington used to preach as if
he had read no other book than the Bible. It is the truth of God in
its naked simplicity that the Spirit will most honour and bless.
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”

(2.) Reprove, rebuke, exhort.—The first work of the Spirit on
the natural heart is to reprove the world of sin. Although Heisthe
Spirit of love,—although a dove is his emblem,—although He be
compared to the soft wind and gentle dew,—still his first work is
to convince of sin. If ministers are filled with the same Spirit,
they will begin in the same way. It is God’'s usual method to
awaken them, and bring them to despair of salvation by their own
righteousness, before He reveals Christ to them. So it was with
the jailor. So it was with Paul; be was blind three days. A faithful
minister must lay himself out for this. Plough up the falow
ground, and sow not among thorns. Men must be brought down
by law work to see their guilt and misery, or all our preaching is
beating the air. Oh! brethren, is this our ministry? Let us do this
plainly. The most, | fear, in al our congregations, are sailing
easily down the stream into an undone eternity, unconverted and
unawakened. Brethren, they will not thank us in eternity for
speaking smooth things,—for sewing pillows to their arm-holes,
and crying, Peace, peace, when there is no peace. No, they may
praise us now, but they will curse our flattery in eternity. Oh for
the bowels of Jesus Christ in every minister, that we might long
after them all! Exhort.—The original word means to comfort,—to
speak as the Comforter does. This is the second part of the
Spirit’s work, to lead to Christ, to speak good news to the soul.
This is the most difficult part of the Christian ministry. Thus did
John: “Behold the Lamb of God.” Thus did Isaiah: “Comfort ye,
comfort ye.” Thus did our Lord command: “Go, preach the
gospel to every creature.” It is true this makes the feet of the
gospel messenger beautiful on the mountains. He has to tell of a
full, free, Divine Saviour.
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And here | would observe what appears to me a fault in the
preaching of our beloved Scotland. Most ministers are
accustomed to set Christ before the people. They lay down the
gospel clearly and beautifully, but they do not urge men to enter
in. Now God says, Exhort,—beseech men,—persuade men; not
only point to the open door, but compel them to come in. Oh to
be more merciful to souls, that we would lay hands on men and
draw themin to the Lord Jesus!

[11. The manner

(1.) With long-suffering.—There is no grace more needed in
the Christian ministry than this. This is the heart of God the
Father towards sinners. “He is long-suffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish.” This is the heart of the Lord
Jesus. How tenderly does He cry, “Oh! Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
how often would 1,” etc. This is the mind of the Holy Spirit in
striving with men. He will not always strive, but oh how long He
does strive with men! Dear believers, had He not striven long
with us, we would this day have been like Lot’s life, monuments
of grace resisted. Now, such ought ministers to be. Above al men
we need “love that suffers long and is kind.” Sometimes, when
sinners are obstinate and hard-hearted, we are tempted to give up
in despair, or to lose temper and scold them,—like the disciples
calling down fire from heaven. But, brethren, we must be of
another spirit. The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of
God. Only be filled with the Spirit of Christ, and it will make us
patient toward all. It will make us cry, “How often would I,” etc.

(2.) With doctrine—Some good men cry, Flee, flee, without
showing the sinner what he is to flee from; and again, they cry,
Come, come, without showing plainly the way of pardon and
peace. These men act as one would do who should run through
the streets crying, Fire, fire, without telling where. In the
preaching of the apostles you will observe the clear and smple
statement of the truth preceding the warm and pathetic
exhortation. This has always been followed by the most judicious
and successful divines,

It behoves ministers to unite the cherub and the seraph in
their ministry,—the angel of knowledge and the angel of burning
zeal. If we would win souls, we must point clearly the way to
heaven, while we cry, Flee from the wrath to come. | believe we
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cannot lay down the guilt of man—his total depravity—and the
glorious gospel of Christ too clearly; that we cannot urge men to
embrace and flee too warmly. Oh for a pastor who unites the
deep knowledge of Edwards, the vast statements of Owen, and
the vehement appeals of Richard Baxter!

(3.) With urgency.—If a neighbour’s house were on fire,
would we not cry aloud and use every exertion? If afriend were
drowning, would we be ashamed to strain every nerve to save
him? But alas! the souls of our neighbours are even now on their
way to everlasting burnings,—they are ready to be drowned in
the depths of perdition. Oh! shall we be less earnest to save their
never-dying souls, than we would be to save their bodies? How
anxious was the Lord Jesus in thisl When He came near and
beheld the city, He wept over it. How earnest was Paul!
“Remember that by the space of three years | ceased not to warn
every one night and day with tears.” Such was George Whitfield;
that great man scarcely ever preached without being melted into
tears. Brethren, there is need of the same urgency now. Hell is as
deep and as burning as ever. Unconverted souls are as surely
rushing to it. Christ is as free—pardon as sweet as ever! Ah! how
we shall be amazed at our coldness when we do get to heaven!

(4.) At all times—Our Lord went about continually doing
good; He made it his meat and drink. “Daily in the temple.” So
should we. Satan is busy at all times; he does not stand upon
ceremony; he does not keep himself to Sabbath-days, or
canonical hours. Death is busy. Men are dying while we are
sleeping. About fifty die every minute; nearly one every second
entering into an unchangeable world! The Spirit of God is busy.
Blessed be God, He hath cast our lot in times when there is the
moving of the great Spirit among the dry bones. Shall ministers
then be idle, or stand upon ceremony? Oh that God would baptize
us this day with the Holy Ghost and with fire, that we might be
al changed as into a flame of fire, preaching and building up
Christ’s church till our latest, our dying hour!

CHARGE TO THE MINISTER

MY DEAR BROTHER,—It is not many years ago since you and
| played together as children, and now, by the wonderful
providence of God, | have been appointed to preside at your
ordination to the office of the holy ministry. Truly his way isin
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the sea, and his path in the deep waters. Do not think, then, that |
mean to assume an authority which | have not. | cannot speak to
you as a father, but as a brother beloved in the Lord let me
address afew words of counsel to you.

(1.) Thank God for putting you into the ministry—"I thank
Christ Jesus my Lord for that He counted me faithful, putting me
into the ministry.” “To me, who am less than the least of al
saints,” etc. Oh brother, thank God for saving your soul; for
sending his Spirit into your heart, and drawing you to Christ! But
this day you have a new cause of thankfulness in being put into
the ministry. It is the greatest honour in this world. “Had | a
thousand lives, | would willingly spend them in it; and had | a
thousand sons, | would gladly devote them to it.” True, it is an
awfully responsible office: the eternity of thousands depends on
your faithfulness; but ah! the grace is so full, and the reward so
glorious. “If,” said the dying Payson, “If ministers only saw the
preciousness of Christ, they would not be able to refrain from
clapping their hands with joy, and exclaiming, | am a minister of
Christ! 1 am a minister of Christ!” Do not forget, then, dear
brother, amid the broken accents of confession from a broken
heart, to pour out a song of thankfulness. Thanks be to God, for
my own part, during the few years | have been a minister; | can
truly say that | desire no other honour upon earth than to be
allowed to preach the everlasting gospel. Thanks be to God for
his unspeakabl e gift.

(2.) Seek the anointing of the Holy Spirit—The more
anointing of the Holy Spirit you have, the more will you be a
happy, holy, and successful minister. You remember the two
olive-trees that stood close by the golden candlestick, and
emptied the golden oil oat of themselves. These represent
successful ministers, anointed ones that stand by the Lord of the
whole earth. The Lord make you like one of them. Remember
John the Baptist: “He shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, and
many of the children of Isragl shall he turn to the Lord their
God.” The Lord fill you in like manner, and then you will be a
converting minister. Remember the apostles. Before the day of
Pentecost they were dry, sapless trees,—they had little fruit; but
when the Spirit came on them like a mighty rushing wind, then
three thousand were pricked to the heart.
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Oh! brother, plead with God to fill you with the Spirit, that
you may stand in his counsel, and cause the people to hear his
words, and turn many from the evil of their ways. Y ou know that
a heated, iron, though blunt, can pierce its way even where a
much sharper instrument, if cold, could not enter. Pray that you
may be filled with the fire of the Spirit, that you may pierce into
the hard hearts of unconverted sinners.

(3.) Do not rest without success in your ministry.—Success is
the rule under aliving ministry; want of success is the exception.
“The want of ministerial success.” says Robinson, “is a
tremendous circumstance, never to be contemplated without
horror.” Y our people will be of two kinds.—

1%, The Lord’s people—Those who are aready in Christ,
seek for success among them. He gave some pastors and teachers
for the perfecting of the saints. Never forget Christ's words:
“Feed my sheep, feed my lambs.” Be like Barnabas, a son of
consolation. Exhort them to cleave to the Lord. Do not say,
“They are safe, and | will let them alone.” Thisis agreat mistake.
See how Paul laid out his strength in confirming the disciples. Be
a helper of their joy. Do not rest till you get them to live under
the pure, holy rules of the gospel.

2d, The great mass you will find to be unconverted.—Go,
brother, leaving the ninety-nine, go after the one sheep that was
lost. Leave your home, your comforts, your bed, your case, your
al, to feed lost souls. The Lord of Glory left heaven for this; it is
enough for the disciple to be as his Master. It is said of Alleine,
that “he was infinitely and insatiably greedy of the conversion of
souls.” Rutherford wrote to his dear people, “My Witness is
above, that your heaven would be two heavens to me, and the
salvation of you al as two salvations to me.” The Lord give you
this heavenly compassion for this people. Do not be satisfied
without conversion. You will often find that there is a shaking
among the dry bones,—a coming together bone to his bone—
skin and flesh come upon them, but no breath in them. Oh!
brother, cry for the breath of heaven. Remember a moral sinner
will lie down in the same hell with the vilest.

(4.) Lead a holy life—I believe, brother, that you are born
from above, and therefore | have confidence in God touching
yon, that you will be kept from the evil. But oh! study universal
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holiness of life. Your whole usefulness depends on this, Your
sermon on Sabbath lasts but an hour or two,—your life preaches
al the week. Remember, ministers are standard-bearers. Satan
aims his fiery darts at them. If he can only make you a covetous
minister, or alover of pleasure, or alover of praise, or alover of
good eating, then he has ruined your ministry for ever. Ah! let
him preach on fifty years, he will never do me any harm. Dear
brother, cast yourself at the feet of Christ, implore his Spirit to
make you a holy man. Take heed to thyself, and to thy doctrine.

(5.) Last of all, be a man of prayer.—Give yourself to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word. If you do not pray, God will
probably lay you aside from your ministry, as He did me, to teach
you to pray. Remember Luther’'s maxim, “Bene orasse est bene
studuisse.” Get your texts from God,—your thoughts, your
words, from God. Carry the names of the little flock upon your
breast, like the High Priest; wrestle for the unconverted. Luther
gpent his three best hours in prayer. John Welch prayed seven or
eight hours a day. He used to keep a plaid on his bed, that he
might wrap himself in it when he rose during night. Sometimes
his wife found him on the ground lying weeping. When she
complained, he would say, “Oh woman! | have the souls of three
thousand to answer for, and | know not how it is with many of
them.” Oh that God would pour down this spirit of prayer on you
and me, and all the ministers of our beloved church, and then we
shall see better daysin Scotland. | commend you to God, etc.

CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE

DEAR BRETHREN,—I trust that this is to be the beginning of
many happy days to you in this place. Gifts in answer to prayer
are always the sweetest. | believe your dear pastor has been given
you in answer to prayer, for I do not think your wonderful
unanimity can be accounted for in any other way.

(1.) Love your pastor.—So far as | know him, he is worthy of
| your love. | believe he is one to whom the Lord has been very
merciful, that God has aready owned his labours, and | trust will
a thousand times more. Esteem him very highly in love for his
work’s sake. You little know the anxieties, temptations, pains,
and wrestlings, he will be called to bear for you. Few people
know the deep wells of anxiety in the bosom of a faithful pastor.
Love and reverence him much. Do not make an idol of him; that
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will destroy his usefulness. It was said of the Erskines, that men
could not see Christ over their heads. Remember, look beyond
him and above him. Those that would have worshipped Paul
were the people who stoned him. Do not stumble at his
infirmities. There are spots upon the sun, and infirmities in the
best of men. Cover them—do not stumble at them. Would you
refuse gold because it was brought you in aragged purse? Would
you refuse pure water because it came in a chipped bowl? The
treasure isin an earthen vessel.

(2.) Make use of your pastor.—He has come with good news
from afar country. Come and hear.

1%, Wait patiently on his ministry.—He does not come in his
own name. The Lord is with him. If you refuse him, you will
refuse Christ; for he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts.

2d, Welcome him into your houses. He is coming, like his
Master, to seek that which was lost, and to bind up that which is
broken; to strengthen that which was sick, and to bring again that
which was driven away. You have all need of him, whether
converted or not. Remember there is an awful curse against those
who receive not gospel messages. He will shake the dust off his
feet against you, and that dust will rise against you in judgment.

3d, Do not trouble him about worldly matters—His grand
concern isto get your soul saved. He is not aman of business, but
a man of prayer. He has given himself to prayer, and to the
ministry of the word.

4" Go freely to him about your souls—*“The minister's
house was more thronged than ever the tavern had wont to be.”
These were happy days. There is no trade | would like to see
broken in this place but that of the taverners. It is a soul-
destroying trade. | would like to see the taverns emptied, and the
minister’s house thronged. Do not hesitate to go to him. It is your
duty and your privilege. It is your duty. It will encourage him,
and show him how to preach to your souls. It is your privilege. |
have known many get more light from a short conversation than
from many sermons.

5" Be brief.—Tell your case. Hear his word and be gone.
Remember his body is weak, and his time precious. You are
stealing his time from others or from God. | cannot tell you what
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a blessing it will be if you will be very short in your calls. The
talk of the lips tendeth to penury.

(3.) God's children, pray for him.—Pray for his body, that he
may be kept strong, and spared for many years. Pray for his soul,
that he may be kept humble and holy,—a burning and a shining
light,—that he may grow. Pray for his ministry, that it may be
abundantly blessed,—that he may be anointed to preach good
tidings. Let there be no secret prayer without naming him before
your God, no family prayer without carrying your pastor in your
hearts to God. Hold up his hands, so Israel will prevail against
Amalek.

(4.) Unconverted souls, prize this opportunity.—I look on this
ordination as a smile of Heaven upon you. God might have taken
away ministers from this town instead of giving us more. |
believe the Lord Jesus is saying, “I have much people in this
city.” The door is begun to be opened this day. The Spirit is
beginning to shine. Oh that you would know the day of your
visitation! This is the market-day of grace beginning in this end
of the town, and you should al come to buy. Oh that you knew
the day of your visitation! Some, | fear, will be the worse of this
ministry, and not the better. The election will be saved, and the
rest be blinded. Some will yet wish they had died before this
church was opened. Be sure, dear souls, that you will either be
saved, or more lost, by this ministry. Your pastor comes with the
silver trumpet of mercy. Why will ye turn it into the trumpet of
judgment? He comes with glad tidings of great joy. Why should
you turn them into sad tidings of endless woe? He comes to
preach the acceptable day of the Lord. Why will ye turn it into
the day of vengeance of our God?

16" Dec. 1840.

88



SERMON XII.

PERFECT LOVE CASTETH OUT FEAR

“Thereis no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear
hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love Him,
because He first loved us. If a man say, | love God, and hateth his
brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this
commandment have we from Him, That he who loveth God love his
brother also.”—1 JOHN 4:18-21.

Doctrine.—Perfect love casteth out fear.

I. The state of an awakened soul.—"Fear hath torment”

There are two kinds of fear mentioned in the Bible very
opposite from one another. The one is the very atmosphere of
heaven, the other is the very atmosphere of hell.

(1.) There is the fear of love—This is the very temper of a
little child: the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. This
was the mind of Job. “He feared God and hated evil.” Nay, it is
the very spirit of the Lord Jesus. On Him rested “the spirit of the
fear of the Lord, and made Him of quick understanding in the
fear of the Lord.”

(2.) There is the fear of terror.—This is the very temper of
devils: “The devils believe and tremble.” This is what was in
Adam and Eve after the Fall; they fled from the voice of God,
and tried to hide themselves in one of the trees of the garden.
This was the state of the jailor when he trembled, and sprang in
and brought them out, and fell at their feet, saying, “Sirs, what
must | do to be saved!” This is the fear here spoken of—
tormenting fear. “Fear hath torment.” Some of you have felt this
fear that hath torment. Many more might feel it this day; you are
within reach of it. Let me explainitsrise in the soul.
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1%, A natural man casteth off fear, and restrains prayer before
God. “They have been at ease from their youth, and settled down
upon their lees; they have not been emptied from vessel to vessdl,
therefore their taste remains in them, and their scent is not
changed.” They are like fallow-ground that has never been
broken up by the plough, but is overrun with briers and thorns.
Are there not some among you that never trembled for your soul ?
You think you are as good as your neighbours. Ah! well, your
dream will be broken up one day soon.

2d, When the Spirit of God opens the eyes, He makes the
stoutest sinner tremble. He shows him the number of his sins, or
rather that they cannot be numbered. Before, he had a memory
that easily forgot his sins; oaths slipped over his tongue, and he
knew it not; every day added new sinsto his page on God’ s book,
yet he remembered not. But now the Spirit of God sets all hissins
straight before him. All unpardoned, long-forgotten enormities,
rise up behind him. Then he begins to tremble. “Innumerable
evils have compassed me about.”

3d, The Spirit makes him feel the greatness of sin, the
exceeding sinfulness of it. Before, it seemed nothing; but now, it
rises like a flood over the soul. The wrath of God he feels abiding
on him; aterrible sound isin his ears. He knows not what to do;
his fear hath torment. Sin is seen now as done against a holy God;
done against a God of love; done against Jesus Christ and his
love.

4" A third thing which awfully torments the soul is
corruption working in the heart. Often persons under conviction
are made to fedl the awful workings of corruption in their heart.
Often temptation and conviction of sin meet together and awfully
torment the soul, rending it in pieces. Conviction of sin is
piercing his heart, driving him to flee from the wrath to come;
and yet at the same moment some raging lust, or envy, or horrid
malice, is boiling in his heart, driving him towards hell. Then a
man feels a hell within him. In hell there will be this awful
mixture: there will be an overwhelming dread of the wrath of
God, and yet corruption, boiling up within, will drive the soul
more and more into the flames. This is often felt on earth. Some
of you may be feeling it. Thisisthe fear that hath torment.
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5" Another thing the Spirit convinces the soul of, is his
inability to help himself. When a man is first awakened, he says,
| shall soon get myself out of this sad condition. He falls upon
many contrivances to justify himself. He changes hislife; he tries
to repent, to pray. He is soon taught that “his righteousnesses are
filthy rags’—that he is trying to cover rags with filthy rags; heis
brought to feel that al he can do signifies just nothing, and that
he never can bring a clean thing out of an unclean. This sinks the
soul in gloom. This fear hath torment.

6™, He fears he shall never be in Christ. Some of you perhaps
know that this fear hath torment. The free offer of Christ is the
very thing that pierces you to the heart. You hear that He is
altogether lovely—that He invites sinners to come to Him—that
He never casts out those that do come. But you fear you will
never be one of these. You fear you have sinned too long or too
much—you have sinned away your day of grace. Ah! this fear
hath torment.

Some will say, “It is not good to be awakened, then.”

Ans. 1. It is the way to peace that passeth understanding.—It
is God's chosen method, to bring you to feel your need of Christ
before you come to Christ. At present your peaceis like a dream!
when you awake you will find it so. Ask awakened souls if they
would go back again to their sumber. Ah, no; if | die, let me die
at the foot of the cross; let me not perish unawakened.

Ans. 2. You must be awakened one day.—If not now, you
will afterwards, in hell. After death, fear will come on your
secure souls. There is not one unawakened soul in hell; all are
trembling there. The devils tremble; the damned spirits tremble.
Would it not be better to tremble now, and flee to Jesus Christ for
refuge? Now, He is waiting to be gracious to you. Then, He will
mock when your fear cometh. You will know to all eternity that
“fear hath torment.”

Il. The change on believing.—“There is no fear in love.”
“Perfect love casteth out fear.”

(1.) The love here spoken of is not our love to God, but His
love to us; for it is caled perfect love. All that is ours is
imperfect. When we have done al, we must say, “We are
unprofitable servants.” Sin mingles with al we think and do. It
were no comfort to tell us, that if we would love God perfectly, it
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would cast out fear; for how can we work that love into our
souls? It is the Father’s love to us that casteth out fear. He is the
Perfect One. All his works are perfect. He can do nothing but
what is perfect. His knowledge is perfect knowledge; his wrath is
perfect wrath; hislove is perfect love. It isthis perfect love which
casteth out fear. Just as the sunbeams cast out darkness wherever
they fall, so does thislove cast out fear.

(2.) But where does this love fall?>—On Jesus Christ. Twice
God spake from heaven, and said, “This is my beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.” God perfectly loves his own Son. He
Sees infinite beauty in his person. God sees himself manifested.
Heis infinitely pleased with his finished work. The infinite heart
of the infinite God flows out in love towards our Lord Jesus
Christ. And there is no fear in the bosom of Christ. All his fears
are past. Once He said, “While | suffer thy terrors | am
distressed;” but now He is in perfect love, and perfect love
casteth out fear. Hearken, trembling souls! Here you may find
rest to your souls. You do not need to live another hour under
your tormenting fears. Jesus Christ has borne the wrath of which
you are afraid. He now stands a refuge for the oppressed—a
refuge in the time of trouble. Look to Christ, and your fear will
be cast out. Come to the feet of Christ, and you will find rest.
Call upon the name of the Lord, and you will be delivered. You
say you cannot look, nor come, nor cry, for you are helpless.
Hear, then, and your soul shal live. Jesus is a Saviour to the
helpless. Christ is not only a Saviour to those who are naked and
empty, and have no goodness to recommend themselves, but He
is a Saviour to those who are unable to give themselves to Him.
Y ou cannot be in too desperate a condition for Christ. Aslong as
you remain unbelieving, you are under his perfect wrath—wrath
without any mixture. The wrath of God will be as amazing as his
love. It comes out of the same bosom. But the moment you look
to Christ, you will come under his perfect love—love without any
coldness—Iight without any shade—Ilove without any cloud or
mountain between. God' s love will cast out all your fears.

[11. His love gives boldness in the day of judgment, ver. 17.—
There is a great day coming, often spoken of in the Bible—the
day of judgment—the day when God shall judge the secrets of
men’s hearts by Christ Jesus. The Christless will not be able to
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stand in that day. The ungodly shall not stand in the judgment. At
present, sinners have much boldness; their neck is an iron sinew,
and their brow brass. Many of them cannot blush when they are
caught in sin. Amongst ourselves, is it not amazing how bold
sinners are in forsaking ordinances? With what a brazen face will
some men swear! How bold some ungodly men are in coming to
the Lord's table! But it will not be so in a little while. When
Christ shall appear,—the holy Jesus, in all his glory,—then
brazenfaced sinners will begin to blush. Those that never prayed
will begin to wail. Sinners, whose limbs carried them stoutly to
sin and to the Lord's table last Sabbath, will find their knees
knocking against one another. Who shall abide the day of his
coming, and who shall stand when He appears? When the books
are opened,—the one the book of God's remembrance, the other
the Bible—then the dead will be judged out of those things
written in the books. Then the heart of the ungodly will die
within them; then will begin “their shame and everlasting
contempt.” Many wicked persons comfort themselves with this,
that their sin is not known—that no eye sees them; but in that day
the most secret sins will be all brought out to the light. “Every
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give an account thereof
in the day of judgment.” How would you tremble and blush, O
wicked man, if | were now to go over before this congregation
the secret sins you have committed during the past week,—all
your secret fraud and cheating, your secret uncleanness, your
secret malice and envy,—how you would blush and be
confounded! How much more in that day, when the secrets of
your whole life shall be made manifest before an assembled
world! What eternal confusion will sink down your soul in that
day! You will be quite chop-falen; al your pride and blustering
will be gone.

All in Christ will have boldness—

(1.) Because Christ shall be Judge—What abundant peace
will it give you in that day, believer, when you see Christ is
Judge!—He that shed his blood for you—He that is your Surety,
your Shepherd, your al. It will take away all fear. Yon will be
able to say, Who shall condemn? for Christ hath died. In the very
hand that opens the books yon will see the marks of the wounds
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made by your sins. Christ will be the same to you in the judgment
that He is now.

(2.) Because the Father himself loveth you.—Christ and the
Father are one. The Father sees no sin in yon; because, as Christ
IS, so are you in this world. You are judged by God according to
what the Surety is; so that God's love will be with you in that
day. You will feel the smile of the Father, and you will hear the
voice of Jesus saying, “Come, ye blessed of my Father.”

Learn to fear nothing between this and judgment. Fear not—
wait on the Lord, and be of good courage.

IV. The consequences of being in the love of God

(1.) “We love Him, because He first loved us,” ver. 19.—
When a poor sinner cleaves to Jesus, and finds the forgiving love
of God, he cannot but love God back again. When the prodigal
returned home, and felt his father's arms around his neck, then
did he feel the gushings of affection toward his father. When the
summer sun shines full down upon the sea, it draws the vapours
upward to the sky. So when the sunbeams of the Sun of
Righteousness fall upon the soul, they draw forth the constant
risings of love to Him in return.

Some of you are longing to be able to love God. Come into
his love, then. Consent to be loved by Him, though worthless in
yourself. It is better to be loved by Him than to love, and it is the
only way to learn to love Him. When the light of the sun falls
upon the moon, it finds the moon dark and unlovely; but the
moon reflects the light, and casts it back again. So let the love of
God shine into your breast, and you will cast it back again. The
love of Christ constraineth us. “We love Him, because He first
loved us.” The only cure for a cold heart isto look at the heart of
Jesus.

Some of you have no love to God because you love an idol.
You may be sure you have never come into his love—that curse
rests upon you: “If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let
him be Anathema maranatha.”

(2.) We love our brother also.—If you love an absent person,
you will love their picture. What is that the sailor’s wife keeps so
closely wrapped in a napkin, laid up in her best drawer among
sweet-smelling flowers? She takes it out morning and evening,
and gazes at it through her tears. It is the picture of her absent
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husband. She loves it because it is like him. It has many
imperfections, but still it is like. Believers are the pictures of God
in this world. The Spirit of Christ dwells in them. They walk as
He walked. True, they are full of imperfections; still they are true
copies. If you love Him, you will love them; you will make them
your bosom friends.

Are there none of you that dislike real Christians? Y ou do not
like their look, their ways, their speech, their prayers. You call
them hypocrites, and keep away from them. Do you know the
reason? You hate the copy, because you hate the original; you
hate Christ, and are none of his.

ST PETER'’S, 1840.
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SERMON XIII.

GLORYING IN THE CROSS

But God forbid that | should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and | unto the
world.”—GAL. 6:14.

Doctrine—Glorying in the Cross.

I. The subject here spoken of by Paul—The Cross of Christ

This word is used in three different senses in the Bible. It is
important to distinguish them.

(1.) It is used to signify the wooden cross—the tree upon
which the Lord Jesus was crucified. The punishment of the cross
was a Roman invention. It was made use of only in the case of
slaves, or very notorious malefactors. The cross was made of two
beams of wood crossing each other. It was laid on the ground,
and the criminal stretched upon it. A nail was driven through
each hand, and one nail through both the feet. It was then lifted
upright, and let fall into a hole, where it was wedged in. The
crucified man was then left to die, hanging by his hands and feet.
This was the death to which Jesus stooped. “He endured the
cross, despising the shame.” “He became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross.” Matt. 27:40, 42; Mark 15:30, 32;
Luke 23:26; John 19:17, 19, 25, 31; Eph. 2:16.

(2.) It is used to signify the way of salvation by Jesus Christ
crucified. So 1 Cor. 1:18, “The preaching of the crossis to them
that perish foolishness, but unto us who are saved it is the power
of God;” compared with verse 23, “We preach Christ crucified,”
etc. Here it is plain the preaching of the Cross and the preaching
of Christ crucified are the same thing. This is the meaning in the
passage before us, “God forbid that | should glory,” etc. It is the
name given to the whole plan of savation by a crucified
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Redeemer. That little word implies the whole glorious work of
Christ for us. It implies the love of God in giving his Son (John
3:16); the love of Christ in giving himself (Eph. 5:2); the
incarnation of the Son of God; his substitution—one for many;
his atoning sufferings and death. The whole work of Christ is
included in that little word, the Cross of Christ. And the reason is
plain; his dying on the cross was the lowest point of his
humiliation. It was there He cried, “It is finished!”—the work of
my obedience is finished, my sufferings are finished, the work of
redemption is complete, the wrath of my people is finished; and
He bowed the head and gave up the ghost. Hence his whole
finished work is called the Cross of Christ.

(3) It is used to signify the sufferings borne in following
Christ. “If any man will come after me, lot him deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow me,” Matt. 16:24. When a man
determines to follow Christ, he must give up his sinful pleasures,
his sinful companions; he meets with scorn, ridicule, contempt,
hatred, the persecution of worldly friends; his name is cast out as
evil. “He that will live godly in Christ Jesus must suffer
persecution.” Now, to meet al these is to “take up the cross.”
“He that taketh not up his cross and followeth after me, is not
worthy of me.”

In the passage before us the words are used in the second
meaning,—the plan of salvation by acrucified Saviour.

Dear friends, it is this that is set before you in the broken
bread and poured out wine—the whole work of Christ for the
salvation of sinners. The love and grace of the Lord Jesus are all
gathered into a focus there. The love of the Father; the covenant
with the Son; the love of Jesus; his incarnation, obedience, death;
all are set before you in that broken bread and wine. It is a sweet,
silent sermon. Many a sermon contains not Christ from beginning
to end. Many show Him doubtfully and imperfectly. But here is
nothing else but Christ, and Him crucified. Most rich and
speaking ordinance! Pray that the very sight of that broken bread
may break your hearts, and make them flow to the Lamb of God.
Pray for conversions from the sight of the broken bread and
poured out wine. Look attentively, dear souls and little children,
when the bread is broken and the wine poured out. It is a heart-
affecting sight. May the Holy Spirit bless it. Dear believers, look
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you attentively, to get deeper, fuller views of the way of pardon
and holiness. A look from the eye of Christ to Peter broke and
melted his proud heart,—he went out and wept bitterly. Pray that
a single look of that broken bread may do the same for you.
When the Roman centurion, that watched beside the cross of
Jesus, saw Him die, and the rocks rend, he cried out, “Truly this
was the Son of God!” Look at this broken bread, and you will see
the same thing, and may your heart be made to cry after the Lord
Jesus. When the dying thief looked on the pale face of Immanuel,
and saw the holy majesty that beamed from his dying eye, he
cried, “Lord, remember me!” This broken bread reveals the same
thing. May the same grace be given you, and may you breathe the
cry, Lord, remember me.

Oh get ripening views of Christ, dear believers! The corn in
harvest sometimes ripens more in one day than in weeks before.
So some Christians gain more grace in one day than for months
before. Pray that this may be aripening harvest-day in your souls.

1. Paul’s feelings towards the Cross of Christ—"“God
forbid,” etc.

(1.) It is implied that he had utterly forsaken the way of
righteousness by deeds of the law. Every natural man seeks
salvation by making himself better in the sight of God. He triesto
mend his life; he puts a bridle on his tongue; he tries to command
his feelings and thoughts, all to make himself better in the sight
of God. Or he goes further: tries to cover his past sins by
religious observances; he becomes a religious man, prays, weeps,
reads, attends sacraments, is deeply occupied in religion, and tries
to get it into his heart; all to make himself appear good in the eye
of God, that he may lay God under debt to pardon and love him.
Paul tried this plan for long. He was a Pharisee, touching the
righteousness in the law blameless;, he lived an outwardly
blameless life, and was highly thought of as a most religious
man. “But what things were gain to me, those | counted loss for
Christ.” When it pleased God to open his eyes, he gave up this
way of self-righteousness for ever and ever; he had no more any
peace from looking in,—"we have no confidence in the flesh;” he
bade farewell for ever to that way of seeking peace. Nay, he
trampled it under his feet. “I do count them but dung that | may
win Christ.” Oh! it is a glorious thing when a man is brought to
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trample under feet his own righteousness; it is the hardest thing in
the world.

(2.) He betook himself to the Lord Jesus Christ.—Paul got
such aview of the glory, brightness, and excellency of the way of
salvation by Jesus, that it filled his whole heart. All other things
sunk into littleness. Every mountain and hill was brought low, the
crooked was made straight, the rough places smooth, and the
glory of the Lord was revealed. As the rising sun makes all the
stars disappear, so the rising of Christ upon his soul made
everything else disappear. Jesus, suffering for us, filled his eye—
filled his heart. He saw, believed, and was happy. Christ for us,
answered all his need. From the Cross of Christ aray of heavenly
light flamed to his soul, filling him with light and joy
unspeakable. He felt that God was glorified, and he was saved; he
cleaved to the Lord with full purpose of heart. Like Edwards, “I
was unspeakably pleased.”

(3.) He dloried in the Cross—He confessed Christ before
men; he was not ashamed of Christ before that adulterous
generation; he gloried that this was his way of pardon, peace, and
holiness. Ah! what a change! Once he blasphemed the name of
Jesus, and persecuted to the death those that called on his name;
now it is al his boast: “Straightway he preached Christ in the
synagogues, that He is the Son of God.” Once he gloried in his
blameless life when he was among Pharisees; now he glories in
this, that he is the chief of sinners, but that Christ died for such as
he. Once he gloried in his learning, when he sat at the feet of
Gamaliel; now he glories in being reckoned a fool for Christ’s
sake—in being a little child, led by the hand of Jesus. At the
Lord's table, among his friends, in heathen cities, at Athens, at
Rome, among the wise or unwise, before kings and princes, he
glories in it as the only thing worthy of being known,—the way
of salvation by Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

Dear friends, have you been brought to glory only in the
Cross of Christ?

(1.) Have you given over the old way of salvation by the
deeds of the law? Your natura heart is set upon that way. You
are always for making yourself better and better, till you can lay
God under obligation to pardon you. You are always for looking
in for righteousness. You are looking in at your convictions, and
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sorrow for past sins,—your tears and anxious prayers; or you are
looking in at your amendment,—forsaking of wicked courses,
and struggles after a new life; or you are looking at your own
religious exercises,—your fervency and enlarged heart in prayer,
or in the house of God; or you are looking at the work of the
Holy Spirit in you,—the graces of the Spirit. Alas! alas! The bed
is shorter than that you can stretch yourself on it, the covering is
narrower than that you can wrap yourself in it. Despair of pardon
in that way. Giveit up for ever. Your heart is desperately wicked.
Every righteousness in which your heart has anything to do is
vile and polluted, and cannot appear in his sight. Count it al loss,
filthy rags, dung, that you may win Christ.

(2.) Betake yourself to the Lord Jesus Christ. Believe the love
of the Lord Jesus Christ. He delighteth in mercy; He is ready to
forgive; in Him compassions flow; He justifies the ungodly. Have
you seen the glory of the Cross of Jesus? Has it attracted your
heart? Do you feel unspeakably pleased with that way of
salvation? Do you see that God is glorified when you are saved?
that God is a God of majesty, truth, unsullied holiness, and
inflexible justice, and yet you are justified? Does the Cross of
Christ fill your heart? Does it make a great cam in your soul,—a
heavenly rest? Do you love that word: “the righteousness of
God,” “the righteousness which is by faith,” the righteousness
without works? Do you sit within sight of the Cross? Does your
soul rest there?

(3.) Glory only in the Cross of Christ.—Observe, there cannot
be a secret Christian. Grace is like ointment hid in the hand, it
bewrayeth itself. A lively Christian cannot keep silence. If you
truly feel the sweetness of the Cross of Christ, you will be
constrained to confess Christ before men. “It is like the best wine,
that goeth down sweetly, causing lips to speak.” Do you confess
Him in your family? Do you make it known there that you are
Christ’s? Remember, you must be decided in your own house. It
is the mark of a hypocrite to be a Christian everywhere except at
home. Among your companions, do you own Him afriend whom
you have found? In the shop and in the market, are you willing to
be known as a man washed in the blood of the Lamb? Do you
long that all your dealings be under the sweet rules of the gospel ?
Come, then, to the Lord’s table, and confess Him that has saved
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your soul. Oh! grant that it may be a true, free, and full
confession. This is my sweet food, my lamb, my righteousness,
my Lord and my God, my al in al. “God forbid that | should
glory, save in the Cross.” Once you gloried in riches, friends,
fame, sin; now in acrucified Jesus.

[11. The effects—" The world is crucified to me, and | unto the
world.”—"If any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature,”
etc. When the blind beggar of Jericho got his eyes opened by the
Lord, this world was al changed to him, and he to the world. So
it was with Paul. No sooner did he rise from his knees, with the
peace of Jesus in his heart, than the world got its death-blow in
his eyes. As he hurried over the smooth stones of the streets of
Damascus, or looked down from the flat roof of his house upon
the lovely gardens on the banks of the Abana, the world and all
its dazzling show seemed to his eye a poor, shrivelled, crucified
thing. Once it was his al. Once its soft and dlippery flatteries
were pleasant as music to his ear. Riches, beauty, pleasure, all
that the natural eye admires, his heart was once set upon; but the
moment he believed on Jesus all these began to die. True, they
were not dead, but they were nailed to a cross. They no more had
that living attraction for him they once had; and now every day
they began to lose their power. As a dying man on the cross
grows weaker and weaker every moment, while his heart’s blood
trickles from the deep gashes in his hands and feet, so the world,
that was once his al, began to lose every moment its attractive
power. He tasted so much sweetness in Christ, in pardon, access
to God, the smile of God, the indwelling Spirit, that the world
became every day a more tasteless world to him.

Another effect was, “I to the world.”—As Paul laid his hand
upon his own bosom, he felt that it aso was changed. Once it was
as a mettled race-horse that paces the ground and cannot be
bridled in; once it was like the fox-hounds on the scent, impatient
of the leash,—his heart thus rushed after fame, honour, worldly
praise; but now it was nailed to the cross, a broken, contrite heart.
True, it was not dead. Many a fitful start his old nature gave, that
drove him to his knees and made him cry for grace to help; but
still, the more he looked to the cross of Jesus, the more his old
heart began to die. Every day he felt less desire for sin,—more
desire for Christ, and God, and perfect holiness.
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Some may discover that they have never come to Christ. Has
the world been crucified to you? Once it was your all—its praise,
its riches, its songs, and merry-makings. Has it been nailed to the
cross in your sight? Oh! put your hand on your heart. Has it lost
its burning desire after earthly things? They that are Christ’s have
crucified the flesh, with its affections and lusts. Do you feel that
Jesus has put the nails through your lusts? Do you wish they were
dead? What answer can you make, sons and daughters of
pleasure, to whom the dance, and song, and the glass, and witty
repartee, are the sum of happiness? Y e are none of Christ’s. What
answer can you make, lovers of money, sordid money-makers,
who had rather have a few more sovereigns than the grace of God
in your heart? What answer can you make, flesh-pleasers, night-
walkers, lovers of darkness? Ye are not Christ’s. Ye have not
come to Christ. The world is al aive to you, and you are living
to the world. You cannot glory in the cross, and love the world.
Ah! poor deluded souls, you have never seen the glory of the way
of pardon by Jesus. Go on; love the world; grasp every pleasure;
gather heaps of money; feed and fatten on your lusts; take your
fill. What will it profit you when you lose your own soul ?

Some are saying, Oh that the world were crucified to me, and
| to the world! Oh that my heart were as dead as a stone to the
world, and alive to Jesus! Do you truly wish it? Look, then, to the
cross. Behold the amazing gift of love. Salvation is promised to a
look. Sit down, like Mary, and gaze upon a crucified Jesus. So
will the world become a dim and dying thing. When you gaze
upon the sun, it makes everything else dark; when you taste
honey, it makes everything else tasteless: so when your soul
feeds on Jesus, it takes away the sweetness of all earthly
things,—praise, pleasure, fleshly lusts, all lose their sweetness.
Keep a continued gaze. Run, looking unto Jesus. Look, till the
way of salvation by Jesus fills up the whole horizon, so glorious
and peace-speaking. So will the world be crucified to you, and
you unto the world.

ACTION SERMON.—October 25, 1840
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SERMON XIV.

THE GOOD WAY OF COMING BEFORE THE LORD

“Wherewith shall | come before the Lord, and bow myself before the
High God? Shall |1 come before Him with burnt-offerings, with calves
of ayear old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with
ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shal | give my first-born for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He hath
showed thee, O man, what is good: and what doth the Lord require of
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God?'—MICAH 6:6-8.

Doctrine—The good way of coming before the Lord.

The question of an awakened soul.—"Wherewith shall | come
before the Lord?” An unawakened man never puts that question.
A natural man has no desire to come before God, or to bow
himself before the High God. He does not like to think of God.
He would rather think of any other subject. He easily forgets
what he is told about God. A natural man has no memory for
divine things, because he has no heart for them. He has no desire
to come before God in prayer. There is nothing a natural map
hates more than prayer. He would far rather spend half an hour
every morning in bodily exercise or in hard labour, than in the
presence of God. He has no desire to come before God when he
dies. He knows that he must appear before God, but it gives him
no joy. He had rather sink into nothing; he had rather never see
the face of God. Ah! my friends, is this your condition? now
surely you may know that you have “the carnal mind which is
enmity against God!” You are like Pharaoh: “Who is the Lord,
that | should obey Him?’ Y ou say to God, “Depart from me, for |
desire not the knowledge of thy ways.” What an awful stateit is
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to bein, to have no desire after Him who is the fountain of living
waters!

I. Hereisthe piercing question of every awakened soul

(1.) An awakened soul feels that his chief happiness is in
coming before God. This was unfallen Adam’s happiness. He felt
like a child under a loving Father’s eye. It was his chief joy to
come before God, to be loved by Him, to be like a mote in the
sunbeam, to be continually basked in the sunshine of his love, no
cloud or veil coming between. This is the joy of holy angels, to
come before the Lord, and bow before the High God. In his
presence is fulness of joy. “The angels do always behold the face
of my Father.” On whatever errand of love they fly, they still feel
that his eye of love is on them,—this is their daily, hourly joy.
This is the true happiness of a believer. Hear David (Psalm 42),
“As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth my soul
after Thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God:
when shall | come and appear before God?’ He panteth not after
the gifts of God,—not his favours or comforts,—but after
himself. A believer longs after God—to come into his presence,
to feel hislove, to feel near to Him in secret, to feel in the crowd
that he is nearer than all the creatures. Ah! dear brethren, have
you ever tasted this blessedness? There is greater rest and solace
to be found in the presence of God for one hour, than in an
eternity of the presence of man. To be in his presence—under his
love, under his eye—is heaven, wherever it be. God can make
you happy in any circumstances. Without Him, nothing can.

(2) An awakened soul feels difficulties in the way.—
“Wherewith,” etc. There are two great difficulties.

1%, The nature of the sinner.—“Wherewith shall 1,” etc.
When God really awakens a soul, He shows the vileness and
hatefulness of himself. He directs the eye within. He shows him
that every imagination of his heart has been only evil continualy;
that every member of his body he has used in the service of sin;
that he has treated Christ in a shameful manner; that he has
sinned both against law and love; that he has kept the door of his
heart barred against the Lord Jesus, till his head was filled with
dew, and his locks with the drops of the night. Oh! brethren, if
God has ever discovered yourself to you, you would wonder that
such a lump of hell and sin should have been permitted to live
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and breathe so long,—that God should have had patience with
you till this day. Your cry will be, “Wherewith shall 1 come
before the Lord?’ Though all the world should come before Him,
how can I?

2d, The nature of God.—“The High God.” When God really
awakens a soul, He generally reveas to him something of his
own holiness and majesty. Thus He dealt with Isaiah (6): “l saw
the Lord sitting upon a throne high and lifted up, and his train
filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphim; one cried to
another, Holy, holy, holy, isthe Lord of Hosts, the whole earth is
filled with his glory. Then said I, Woe is me, for | am undone.”
When Isaiah saw that God was so great a God, and so holy, he
felt himself undone. He felt that he could not stand in the
presence of so great a God. Oh! brethren, have you ever had a
discovery of the highness and holiness of God, so as to lay you
low at hisfeet? Oh! pray for such a discovery of God as Job had:
“1 have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye
seeth Thee: wherefore | abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes.” Alas! | fear that most of you will never know that God
with whom you have to do, till you stand guilty and speechless
before his great white throne. Oh that you would pray for a
discovery of Him now, that you may cry, “Wherewith shall 1
come before the Lord, and bow myself before the High God!”

3d, The anxiety of the awakened soul leads to the question—
“Wherewith?’—ANh! it is a piercing question. It is the question of
one who has been made to feel that “one thing is needful.”
Anything he has he would give up to get peace with God. If he
had a thousand rams, or ten thousand rivers of oil, he would
gladly give them. If the life of his children, the dearest objects on
this earth, would attain it, he would give them up. If he had a
thousand worlds, he would give all for an interest in Christ. Woe
to you that are at ease in Zion. Woe to those of you that never
asked this question, Wherewith shall | come before the Lord?
Ah! foolish triflers with eternal things! Poor butterflies, that
flutter on from flower to flower, and consider not the dark
eternity that is before you! Prepare to meet thy God, O Isragl! Ye
are hastening on to death and judgment, yet never ask, What
garment shall cover me, when | stand before the great white
throne? If you were going to appear before an earthly monarch,
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you would ask beforehand, Wherewith shall | be attired? If you
were to be tried at an earthly bar, you would make sure of an
advocate. How is it you press on so swiftly to the bar of God, and
never ask the question, Wherewith shall | appear! “If the
righteous scarcely are saved, where shall the ungodly and the
sinner appear?’

Il. The answer of peace to the awakened soul.—“He hath
showed thee, O man, what is good.” Nothing that man can bring
with him will justify him before God. The natural heart is aways
striving to bring something to be a robe of righteousness before
God. There is nothing a man would not do,—nothing he would
not suffer,—if he might only cover himself before God. Tears,
prayers, duties, reformations, devotions, the heart will do
anything to be righteous before God. But all this righteousness is
filthy rags. For,

(1.) The heart remains an awful depth of corruption.
Everything in which that heart has any share is polluted and vile.
Their very tears and prayers would need to be washed.

(2.) Supposing this righteousness perfect, it cannot cover the
past. It answers only for the time in which it was done. Old sins,
and the sins of youth, still remain uncovered.

Oh! dear brethren, if Jesusisto justify you, He must do as He
did to Joshua, “ Take away the filthy garments from him;” and “I
will clothe thee with change of raiment,” Zech. 3:4. The hand of
Jesus alone can take off your filthy garments. The hand of Jesus
alone can clothe you with change of raiment.

Christ is the good way.—"“He hath showed thee,” etc. “ Stand
ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your
souls.” Christ is the good way to the Father. First, Because He is
so suitable. He just answers the case of the sinner: for every sin
of the sinner He has a wound, for every nakedness He has a
covering, for every emptiness He has a supply. There is no fear
but He will receive the sinner, for He came into the world on
purpose to save sinners. There is no fear but the Father will be
well pleased with us in Him, for the Father sent Him, laid our
iniquity upon Him, raised Him from the dead, and points you to
Him. “He hath showed thee, O man, what is good.” Second, Heis
so free—"“As by one man's disobedience many were made
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sinners, so by the obedience of one shal many be made
righteous.” As far as the curse by Adam extends, so far does the
offer of pardon by Jesus extend. Here is good news to the vilest
of men. You may be covered just as completely and as freely as
those that have never sinned as you have done. “He hath showed
thee, O man, what is good.” Third, He is so God-glorifying.—All
other ways of salvation are man-glorifying, but this way is God-
glorifying; therefore it is good. That way is good and best which
givesthe glory to the Lamb. The way of righteousness by Jesusis
good, on this account, that Jesus gets al the praise. To Him be
glory. It is of faith, that it might be by grace. If a man could
justify himself, or if he could believe of himself and draw the
righteousness of Christ over his soul, that man would glory. But
when a man lies dead at the feet of Jesus, and Jesus spreads his
white robe over him, out of free sovereign mercy, then Jesus gets
al the praise.

Have you chosen the good way of being justified? Thisis the
way which God has been showing from the foundation of the
world. He showed it in Abel’s lamb, and in all the sacrifices, and
by all the prophets. He shows it by his Spirit to the heart. Has this
good way been reveded to you? If it has, you will count al
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of it. Oh,
sweet, divine way of justifying asinner! Oh that all the world but
knew it! Oh that we saw more of it! Oh that you could make use
of it! “Walk therein, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”

[11. God's requirement of the justified—When Jesus healed
the impotent man at the pool of Bethesda, He said to him,
“Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing
happen unto thee.” And again, when He covered the sin of the
adulteress, He said, “Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no
more.” John 8. So here, when He shows the good way of
righteousness, He adds, “And what doth the Lord require of
thee?’

(1.) God requires his redeemed ones to be holy.—If you are
his brethren, He will have you righteous, holy men.

1%, He requires you to do justly—to be just in your dealings
between man and man. This is one of his own glorious features.
Heis ajust God. “Shall not the Judge of al the earth do right?’
“He is my Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.” Are
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yon come to Him by Jesus?—He requires you to reflect his
image. Are you his child>—you must be like Him. Oh, brethren,
be exact in your dealings! Be like your God. Take care of
dishonesty; take care of trickery in business. Take care of crying
up your goods when selling them, and crying them down when
buying them. “It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer; but when
he is gone his way, then he boasteth.” It shall not be so among
you. God requires you to do justly.

2d, He requires you to love mercy.—This is the brightest
feature in the character of Christ. If you are in Christ, drink deep
of his spirit; God requires you to be merciful. The world is
selfish, unmerciful. An unconverted mother has no mercy on the
soul of her own child. She can see it dropping into hell without
mercy. Oh, the hellish cruelty of unconverted men! It shall not be
so with you. Be merciful, as your Father in heaven is merciful.

3d, He requires you to walk humbly with thy God.—Christ
says, “Learn of me, for | am meek and lowly of heart.” If God
has covered al your black sins, rebellions, backdidings,
outbreakings, then never open your mouth except in humble
praise. God requires this at your hand. Walk with God, and walk
humbly.

(2.) Remember thisis God's end in justifying you—He loved
the church, and gave himself for it, that He might sanctify and
cleanse it. Thiswas his great end, to raise up a peculiar people to
serve Him, and bear his likeness, in this world and in eternity.
For this He left heaven, for this He groaned, bled, died, to make
you holy. If you are not made holy, Christ died in vain for you.

(3.) Wnhatever He requires, He gives grace to perform—
Christ is not only good as our way to the Father, but He is our
fountain of living waters. Be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. There is enough in Christ to supply the need of all his
people. An old minister says, A child can carry little water from
the sea in its two hands, and so it is little we get out of Christ.
There are unsearchable richesin Him.

Be strong in the grace that is in Him. Live out of yourself,
and live upon Him; go and tell Him, that since He requires all this
of thee, He must give thee grace according to your need. My God
shall supply all your need, according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus. He hath showed you one that is good, even the fair
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Immanuel: now lean upon Him; get life from Him that shall
never die; get living water from Him that shall never dry up. Let
his hand hold you up amid the billows of this tempestuous sea.
Let his shoulder carry you over the thorns of this wilderness.
Look as much to Him for sanctification as for justification.
So will your walk be close with God,
Cam and serene your frame;
So purer light shall mark the road
That leads you to the Lamb.
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SERMON XV.

A BELIEVER DELIGHTSIN THE LAW OF GOD

“For | delight in the law of God after the inward man: but | see another
law in my members warring against the law of my mind, and bringing
me into captivity to the law of sin which isin my members. O wretched
man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? |
thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind |
myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.”—Rom.
7:22-25.

A BELIEVER is to be known not only by his peace and joy, but
by his warfare and distress. His peace is peculiar: it flows from
Christ; it is heavenly, it is holy peace. His warfare is as peculiar:
it is deep-seated, agonizing, and ceases not till death. If the Lord
will, many of us have the prospect of sitting down next Sabbath
at the Lord's table. The great question to be answered before
sitting down thereis, Have | fled to Christ or no?

'Tisapoint | long to know,

Oft it causes anxious thought,

Dol lovethe Lord or no?

Am | his, or am| not?

To help you to settle this question, | have chosen the subject
of the Christian’s warfare, that you may know thereby whether
you are a soldier of Christ—whether you are really fighting the
good fight of faith.

I. A believer delightsin the law of God.—"| delight in the law
of God after the inward man,” ver. 22.

(1.) Before a man comes to Christ, he hates the law of God—
his whole soul rises up against it. “The carnal mind is enmity,”
etc., 8:7. First, Unconverted men hate the law of God on account
of its purity. “Thy word is very pure, therefore thy servant loveth
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it.” For the same reason worldly men hate it. The law is the
breathing of God’s pure and holy mind. It isinfinitely opposed to
al impurity and sin. Every line of the law is against sin. But
natural men love sin, and therefore they hate the law, because it
opposes them in al they love. As bats hate the light, and fly
against it, so unconverted men hate the pure light of God's law,
and fly against it. Second, They hate it for its breadth. “Thy
commandment is exceeding broad.” It extends to all their
outward actions, seen and unseen; it extends to every idle word
that men shall speak; it extends to the looks of their eye; it dives
into the deepest caves of their heart; it condemns the most secret
springs of sin and lust that nestle there. Unconverted men quarrel
with the law of God because of its strictness. If it extended only
to my outward actions, then | could bear with it; but it condemns
my most secret thoughts and desires, which | cannot prevent.
Therefore ungodly men rise against the law. Third, They hate it
for its unchangeableness. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
one jot or one tittle of the law shall in no wise pass away. If the
law would change, or let down its requirements, or die, then
ungodly men would be well pleased. But it is unchangeable as
God: it is written on the heart of God, with whom is no
variableness nor shadow of turning. It cannot change unless God
change; it cannot die unless God die. Even in an eterna hell its
demands and its curses will be the same. It is an unchangeable
law, for He is an unchangeable God. Therefore ungodly men
have an unchangeabl e hatred to that holy law.

(2.) When a man comes to Christ, thisis al changed. He can
say, “I delight in the law of God after the inward man.” He can
say with David, “Oh how | love thy law! it is my meditation all
the day.” He can say with Jesus, in the 40" Psalm, “I delight to
do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law iswithin my heart.”

There are two reasons for this—

1%, The law is no longer an enemy.—If any of you who are
trembling under a sense of your infinite sins, and the curses of the
law which you have broken, flee to Christ, you will find rest. You
will find that He has fully answered the demands of the law as a
surety for sinners; that He has fully borne all its curses. You will
be able to say, “Christ hath redeemed me from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for me, asit is written, Cursed,” etc. You
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have no more to fear, then, from that awfully holy law: you are
not under the law, but under grace. You have no more to fear
from the law than you will have after the judgment-day. Imagine
a saved soul after the judgment-day. When that awful scene is
past; when the dead, small and great, have stood before that great
white throne; when the sentence of eternal woe has fallen upon
al the unconverted, and they have sunk into the lake whose fires
can never be quenched; would not that redeemed soul say, | have
nothing to fear from that holy law; | have seen its vials poured
out, but not a drop has fallen on me? So may you say now, O
believer in Jesus! When you look upon the soul of Christ, scarred
with God's thunderbolts; when you look upon his body, pierced
for sin, you can say, He was made a curse for me; why should |
fear that holy law?

2d. The Spirit of God writes the law on the heart.—Thisisthe
promise: “After those days, saith the Lord, | will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their
God, and they shall be my people.” Jer. 31:33. Coming to Christ
takes away your fear of the law; but it is the Holy Spirit coming
into your heart that makes you love the law. The Holy Spirit is no
more frightened away from that heart; He comes and softens it;
He takes out the stony heart and puts in a heart of flesh; and there
He writes the haly, holy, holy law of God. Then the law of God is
sweet to that soul; he has an inward delight in it. “The law is
holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” Now he
unfeignedly desires every thought, word, and action to be
according to that law. “Oh that my ways were directed to keep
thy statutes: great peace have they that love thy law, and nothing
shall offend them.” The 119" Psalm becomes the breathing of
that new heart. Now aso he would fain see al the world
submitting to that pure and holy law. “Rivers of waters run down
mine eyes because they keep not thy law.” Oh that all the world
but knew that holiness and happiness are one! Oh that all the
world were one holy family, joyfully coming under the pure rules
of the gospel! Try yourselves by this. Can you say, “I delight,”
etc.? Do you remember when you hated the law of God? Do you
love it now? Do you long for the time when you shall live fully
under it—holy as God is holy, pure as Christ is pure?
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Oh come, sinners, and give up your hearts to Christ, that He
may write on it his holy law! You have long enough had the
devil’s law graven on your hearts. come you to Jesus, and He will
both shelter you from the curses of the law, and He will give you
the Spirit to write al that law in your heart; He will make you
love it with your inmost soul. Plead the promise with Him. Surely
you have tried the pleasures of sin long enough. Come, now, and
try the pleasures of holiness out of a new heart.

If you die with your heart asit is, it will be stamped a wicked
heart to all eternity. “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and
he that is filthy, let him be filthy still.” Rev. 22:11. Oh come and
get the new heart before you die; for except you be born again,
you cannot see the kingdom of God!

I1. A true believer feels an opposing law in his members—"I
see another law,” etc., ver. 23. When a sinner comes first to
Christ, he often thinks he will now bid an eternal farewell to sin:
now | shall never sin any more. He feels already at the gate of
heaven. A little breath of temptation soon discovers his heart, and
he cries out, “| see another law.”

(1.) Observe what he cals it—*another law;” quite a
different law from the law of God; a law clean contrary to it. He
cals it a “law of sin,” ver. 25; a law that commands him to
commit sin, that urges him on by rewards and threatenings—"“a
law of sin and death,” 8:2; alaw which not only leads to sin, but
leads to death, eternal death: “the wages of sin is death.” It isthe
same law which, in Galatians, is called “the flesh:” “The flesh
lusteth against the Spirit,” etc., Gal. 5:17. It is the same which, in
Eph. 4:22, is called “the old man,” which is wrought according to
the deceitful lusts; the same law which in Col. 3 is caled “your
members’—*“Mortify, therefore, your members, which are,” etc,;
the same which is called “a body of death,” Rom. 7:24. The truth
then is, that in the heart of the believer there remains the whole
members and body of an old man, or old nature: there remains
the fountain of every sin that has ever polluted the world.

(2.) Observe again what this law is doing—“warring.” This
law in the members is not resting quiet, but warring—always
fighting. There never can be peace in the bosom of a believer.
There is peace with God, but constant war with sin. This law in
the members has got an army of lusts under him, and he wages
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constant war against the law of God. Sometimes, indeed, an army
are lying in ambush, and they lie quiet till a favourable moment
comes. SO in the heart the lusts often lie quiet till the hour of
temptation, and then they war against the soul. The heart islike a
volcano: sometimes it Slumbers and sends up nothing but a little
smoke; but the fire is sumbering al the while below, and will
soon break out again. There are two great combatants in the
believer’'s soul. There is Satan on the one side, with the flesh and
al its lusts at his command; then on the other side there is the
Holy Spirit, with the new creature al at his command. And so
“the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh: and these two are contrary the one to the other; so that ye
cannot do the things that ye would.”

Is Satan ever successful? In the deep wisdom of God the law
in the members does sometimes bring the soul into captivity.
Noah was a perfect man, and Noah walked with God, and yet he
was led captive. “Noah drank of the wine, and was drunken.”
Abraham was the “friend of God,” and yet he told a lie, saying of
Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” Job was a perfect man, one
that feared God and hated evil, and yet he was provoked to curse
the day wherein he was born. And so with Moses, and David, and
Solomon, and Hezekiah, and Peter, and the apostles.

(1.) Have you experienced this warfare? It is a clear mark of
God's children. Most of you, | fear, have never felt it. Do not
mistake me. All of you have felt a warfare at times between your
natural conscience and the law of God. But that is not the contest
in the believer’s bosom. It is a warfare between the Spirit of God
in the heart, and the old man with his deeds.

(2.) If any of you are groaning under this warfare, learn to be
humbled by it, but not discouraged.

1%, Be humbled under it.—It is intended to make you lie in
the dust, and feel that you are but aworm. Oh! what a vile wretch
you must be, that even after you are forgiven, and have received
the Holy Spirit, your heart should still be a fountain of every
wickedness! How vile, that in your most solemn approaches to
God, in the house of God, in awfully affecting situations, such as
kneeling beside the death-bed, you should still have in your
bosom all the members of your old nature! Let this make you lie
low.
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2d, Let this teach you your need of Jesus—You need the
blood of Jesus as much as at the first. You never can stand before
God in yourself. You must go again and again to be washed; even
on your dying bed you must hide under Jehovah our
Righteousness. You must aso lean upon Jesus. He alone can
overcome in you. Keep nearer and nearer every day.

3d, Be not discouraged.—Jesus is willing to be a Saviour to
such asyou. He is able to save you to the uttermost. Do you think
your case is too bad for Christ to save? Every one whom Christ
saves had just such a heart as you. Fight the good fight of faith;
lay hold on eterna life. Take up the resolution of Edwards:
“Never to give over, nor in the least to slacken my fight with my
corruptions, however unsuccessful | may be.” “Him that over-
cometh will I make apillar,” etc.

I11. The feelings of a believer during thiswarfare

(1.) He feels wretched—*O wretched man that | am!” ver.
24. There is nobody in this world so happy as a believer. He has
come to Jesus, and found rest. He has the pardon of all hissinsin
Christ. He has near approach to God as a child. He has the Holy
Spirit dwelling in him. He has the hope of glory. In the most
awful times he can be calm, for he feels that God is with him.
Still there are times when he cries, O wretched man! When he
feels the plague of his own heart; when he feels the thorn in the
flesh; when his wicked heart is discovered in all its fearful
malignity; ah, then he lies down, crying, O wretched man that |
am! One reason of this wretchedness is, that sin, discovered in
the heart, takes away the sense of forgiveness. Guilt comes upon
the conscience, and a dark cloud covers the soul. How can | ever
go back to Christ? he cries. Alas! | have sinned away my Saviour.
Another reason is, the loathsomeness of sin. It is felt like a viper
in the heart. A natural man is often miserable from his sin, but he
never feels its loathsomeness; but to the new creature it is vile
indeed. Ah! brethren, do you know anything of a believer's
wretchedness? If you do not, you will never know his joy. If you
know not a believer’s tears and groans, you will never know his
song of victory.

(2) He seeks deliverance—“Who shal deliver me?’ In
ancient times, some of the tyrants used to chain their prisoners to
a dead body; so that, wherever the prisoner wandered, he had to
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drag a putrid carcase after him. It is believed that Paul here
alludes to this inhuman practice. His old man he felt a noisome
putrid carcase, which he was continually dragging about with
him. His piercing desire is to be freed from it. Who shall deliver
us? You remember once, when God allowed a thorn in the flesh
to torment his servant,—a messenger of Satan to buffet him,—
Paul was driven to his knees. “I besought the Lord thrice, that it
might depart from me.” Oh, this is the true mark of God's
children! The world has an old nature; they are al old men
together. But it does not drive them to their knees. How is it with
you, dear souls? Does corruption felt within drive you to the
throne of grace? Does it make you call on the name of the Lord?
Does it make you like the importunate widow: “Avenge me of
mine adversary?’ Does it make you like the man coming at
midnight for three loaves? Does it make you like the Canaanitish
woman, crying after Jesus? Ah, remember, if lust can work in
your heart, and you lie down contented with it, you are none of
Christ’s!

(3.) He gives thanks for victory.—Truly we are more than
conquerors through Him that loved us; for we can give thanks
before the fight is done. Y es, even in the thickest of the battle we
can look up to Jesus, and cry, Thanks to God. The moment a soul
groaning under corruption rests the eye on Jesus, that moment his
groans are changed into songs of praise. In Jesus you discover a
fountain to wash away the guilt of all your sin. In Jesus you
discover grace sufficient for you,—grace to hold you up to the
end,—and a sure promise that sin shall soon be rooted out
altogether. “Fear not, | have redeemed thee. | have called thee by
my name; thou art mine.” Ah, this turns our groans into songs of
praisel How often a psam begins with groans and ends with
praises! Thisisthe daily experience of all the Lord’s people. Isit
yours? Try yourselves by this. Oh, if you know not the believer’'s
song of praise, you will never cast your crowns with them at the
feet of Jesus! Dear believers, be content to glory in your
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon you. Glory,
glory, glory to the Lamb!
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SERMON XVI.

THE BROKEN HEART

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart,
O God, Thou wilt not despise.” —Ps. 51:17.

NoO psam expresses more fully the experience of a penitent
believing soul:—First, His humbling confession of sin, vers. 3, 4,
5. Second, His intense desire for pardon through the blood of
Christ, ver. 7. Third, His longing after a clean heart, ver. 10.
Fourth, His desire to render something to God for all his benefits.
(1) He says, | will teach transgressors thy ways. (2.) My lips
shall show forth thy praise. (3.) He will give a broken heart, vers.
16, 17. Just as, long ago, they used to offer slain lambs in token
of thanksgiving, so he says he will offer up to God a slain and
broken heart. Every one of you, who has found the same
forgiveness, should come to the same resolution—offer up to
God this day a broken heart.

I. The natural heart is sound and unbroken

The law, the gospel, mercies, afflictions, death, do not break
the natura heart. It is harder than stone; there is nothing in the
universe so hard. “Ye stout-hearted, that are far from
righteousness,” Isa. 46:12. “We have walked to and fro through
the earth, and behold all the earth sitteth still and is at rest,” Zech.
1:11. “I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men
that are settled on their lees,” Zeph. 1:12. “They have made their
faces harder than arock,” Jer. 5:3. “Careless women,” Isa. 32:10.
“Women that are at ease,” ver. 11.

Why?—First, The veil is upon their hearts. They do not
believe the Bible, the strictness of the law, the wrath to come; the
face of a covering is over their eyes. Second, Satan has
possession. Satan carries the seed away. Third, Dead in trespasses
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and sins. The dead hear not, feel not; they are past feeling.
Fourth, They build a wall of untempered mortar. They hope for
safety in some refuge of lies—that they pray, or give aims.

Pray God to keep away from you the curse of a dead,
unbroken heart. First, Because it will not last long; you are
standing on dlippery places, the waves are below your feet.
Second, Because Christ will laugh at your calamity. If you were
now concerned, there is hope. Ministers and Christians are ready;
Christ isready; but afterwards He will laugh.

[1. The awakened heart is wounded, not broken

(1.) The law makes the first wound.—When God is going to
save a soul, He brings the soul to reflect on his sins: “Cursed is
every one,” etc. “Whatsoever things the law saith,” etc. “l was
alive without the law once,” etc. Life and heart appear in awful
colours.

(2.) The majesty of God makes the next wound.—The sinner
is made sensible of the great and holy Being against whom he has
sinned. “Against Thee,” Ps. 51:4.

(3.) The third wound is from his own helplessness to make
himself better.—Still the heart is not broken; the heart rises
against God. First, Because of the strictness of the law. Second,
Because faith is the only way of salvation, and is the gift of God.
Third, Because God is sovereign, and may save or not as He will.
This shows the unbroken heart. There is no more miserable state
than this.

Learn—It is one thing to be awakened, and another thing to
be saved. Do not rest in convictions.

[11. The believing heart is a broken heart two ways

(1.) It is broken from its own righteousness—When the Holy
Spirit leads a man to the cross, his heart there breaks from
seeking salvation by his own righteousness. All his burden of
performance and contrivances drops. First, The work of Christ
appears so perfect,—the wisdom of God and the power of God,—
divine righteousness. “I wonder that | should ever think of any
other way of salvation. If | could have been saved by my own
duties, my whole soul would now have refused it. | wonder that
al the world did not see and comply with this way of salvation
by the righteousness of Christ.”—(Brainerd, p. 319.) Second, The
grace of Christ appears so wonderful. That al this righteousness
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should be free to such a sinner! That | so long neglected,
despised, hated it, put mountains between, and yet that He has
come over the mountains! “That thou mayest remember and be
confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy
shame, when | am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast
done,” Ezek. 16:63. Have you this broken heart—broken within
sight of the cross? It is not a look into your own heart, or the
heart of hell, but into the heart of Christ, that breaks the heart.
Oh, pray for this broken heart! Boasting is excluded. To Him be
glory: Worthy is the Lamb! All the straggles of a self-righteous
soul are to put the crown on your own head instead of at the feet
of Jesus.

(2) Broken from love of sin—When a man believes on
Christ, he then sees sin to be hateful. First, It separated between
him and God, made the great gulf, and kindled the fires of hell.
Second, It crucified the Lord of Glory; weighed down his soul;
made Him sweat, and bleed, and die. Third, It is the plague of his
heart now. All my unhappiness is from my being a sinner. Now
he mourns sore like a dove, that he should sin against so much
love. “Then shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings
wherein ye have been defiled, and shall loathe yourselves in your
own sight.”

IV. Advantages of a broken heart

(1.) It keeps you from being offended at the preaching of the
Cross—A natural heart is offended every day at the preaching of
the cross. Many of you, | have no doubt, hate it. The preaching of
another’s righteousness,—that you must have it or perish,—
many, | have no doubt, are often enraged at this in their hearts.
Many, | doubt not, have left this church on account of it; and
many more, | doubt not, will follow. All the offence of the cross
is not ceased. But a broken heart cannot be offended. Ministers
cannot speak too plainly for abroken heart. A broken heart would
sit for ever to hear of the righteousness without works.

Many of you are offended when we preach plainly against
sin. Many were offended last Sabbath. But a broken heart cannot
be offended, for it hates sin worse than ministers can make it.
Many are like the worshippers of Baal: “Bring forth thy son that
he may die,” Judges 6:30. But a broken heart loves to see the idol
stamped upon and beaten small.
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(2.) A broken heart is at rest.—The unconverted heart is like
the troubled sea: “Who will show us any good?’ It is going from
creature to creature. The awakened soul is not at rest; sorrows of
death, pains of hell, attend those who are forgetting their resting-
place. But the broken heart says, “Return unto thy rest, O my
soul.” The righteousness of Christ takes away every fear, “casts
out fear.” Ever, the plague of the heart cannot truly disturb, for he
casts his burden on Jesus.

(3.) Nothing can happen wrong to it.—To the unconverted,
how dreadful is a sick-bed, poverty, death—tossed like a wild
beast in a net! But a broken heart is satisfied with Christ. Thisis
enough; he has no ambition for more. Take away all, this
remains. Heis aweaned child.
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SERMON XVII.

THE FEARFUL CONDITION OF NATURAL MAN

“The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray as soon as
they be born, speaking lies. Their poison is like the poison of a serpent;
they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear, which will not
hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so wisdy.”—Ps.
58:3-5.

IT has been supposed by some interpreters that this psalm was
written as a prophetic description of the unjust judges who
condemned our Lord Jesus Christ. (1.) It begins by reproving
them for their unjust judgment: “Do ye indeed,” etc., ver. 1. (2))
It opens up the dark recesses of their heart and history: “The
wicked are estranged from the womb,” etc., ver. 3. And (3.) It
shows their coming destruction: “The righteous shall rejoice
when he seeth the vengeance; he shall wash his feet in the blood
of the wicked,” ver. 10. However this may be, they were of the
same nature with us. The scribes and Pharisees who condemned
our Lord had hearts of the same kind as ours, so that we may
learn this day the awful depravity of the heart of man.

I. Original depravity—"The wicked are estranged from the
womb,” ver. 3. The expression “from the womb” occurs
frequently in Scripture, and means from the very first period of
our existence. The angel of the Lord said to the wife of Manoah,
“The child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb,” Judges
13:5; that is, from the very first point of its existence. God says to
Jeremiah (1:5), “Before | formed thee in the belly | knew thee;
and before thou camest forth out of the womb | sanctified thee,
and ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” Jeremiah was set
apart as a prophet before he was born. Paul says, “But when it
pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and
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called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me,” Gal. 1:15. Paul
was set apart by God for the work of the ministry from the very
first. So, in the words before us, it is declared that from the very
first we are estranged from God. Now, this estrangement is
twofold.

(1.) Of the head.—The whole mind is estranged from God.
“At that time ye were without God.” The natural man is ignorant
of God from the very womb. God is a stranger to him, so that he
does not know Him. He has no true discovery of God's infinite
purity, of his immutable justice, and of the strictness of the law.
He does not know the love of God, nor how freely He has
provided a Saviour. He is mainly ignorant of God. “God isnot in
al histhoughts,” Ps. 10:4. Either he does not turn his mind upon
God at al, or else he thinks Him altogether such an one as
himself. “There is none that understandeth,” Ps. 14:2.

(2.) Of the heart.—A new-born child will naturally feel after
its mother’ s breast; it naturally seeks the breast. But it does not in
the same manner seek after God. “There is none that seeketh after
God.” From the very first we dislike God. A child soon comes to
relish the presence of its earthly parents, and of other children. It
does not relish the presence of God. The natural tendency of the
heart is to go away from God, and to remain out of his sight. A
natural man does not like the presence of a very eminent saint. If
he has full liberty, he will leave the room and seek other
company more suited to his taste. This is the very way he treats
God. God istoo holy for him,—He is too pure,—and therefore he
does al he can to leave his company. This is the reason you
cannot get unconverted men to pray in secret. They would rather
spend half an hour in the tread-mill every morning than go to
meet God. This is the true condition of every one of you who is
now unconverted; indeed, it was the condition of us all, but some
of you have been brought out of it. From the time you were in the
womb till now, your whole head and heart have been turned away
from God. “The imagination of man's heart is evil from his
youth,” etc., Gen. 8:21. “Who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean? not one.” Job 14:4. Your whole nature is totaly
depraved. You are accustomed to think that you have some parts
good; that though some part was depraved, yet some part
remained sound. But learn that the whole head is sick, the whole
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heart is faint. Your whole history is covered with sin. You are
accustomed to think that great part of your life has been innocent.
Y ou admit that some pages of your life are stained with crimson
and scarlet sins—some pages you blush to look back upon,—but
surely you have some fair leaves also. Learn that you are
“estranged from the womb.” Every moment you have spent
without God, and turning away from God,—every page has got
this written at the top of it, This day God was not in al his
thoughts, he did not like to retain God in his knowledge. “Every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually,” Gen. 6:5.

I1. Actual sin—"They go astray,” etc.—There are two paths
from which every natural man goes astray as soon as born.

(1.) The way of God's commandments.—This is the pure way
of night in which holy angels walk. “They do his commandments,
hearkening to the voice of his word,” Ps. 103. It is a pure way,
having ten paths in which the feet of the upright love to go.
“Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord.” “Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for
therein do | delight.” From this we go astray as soon as born,
speaking lies. One of these paths says, “Thou shalt not bear false
witness against thy neighbour;” but this is one of the very first
that is forsaken,—speaking lies. “We all like sheep have gone
astray, turning every one to hisown way,” Isa. 53:6.

(2) The way of pardon.—Jesus saith unto him, “I am the
way;” and again, “Strait is the gate and narrow is the way that
leadeth unto life.” The same, “The redeemed shall walk there,”
Isa. 35:9. From this way aso “they go astray as soon as born,
speaking lies.” Life is given to sinners just that they may enter
upon thisway but they spend it in going further and further away.
The parable of the lost sheep shows the true state of every
unconverted soul wandering away from the Good Shepherd. He
is seeking to save the lost; you are wandering further and further
away. “They are al gone out of the way,” Rom. 3:12.
“Destruction and misery are in their ways, and the way of peace
have they not known.” And, oh! what fearful meaning does this
give to the declaration, “speaking lies;” for it is written, “Who is
a liar, but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ?” 1 John 2:22.
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And again, “He that believeth not God, hath made God a liar.”
No man can go away from Christ without speaking lies.

Learn—The fearful condition of those of you who are natural
men.

1%, From the day you were born you have gone astray from
the path of God’s commandments. Every year, month, week, day,
hour, minute, has been filled up with sin. Every day has seen you
go further from holiness, further from God, nearer to hell. You
are treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath. Oh! what a
treasure, heaping up fuel to burn you through eternity. If any of
you live in drinking or swearing, or any one sin, you are heaping
up fuel for your eternal hell. You are getting further on in your
sin. You are wreathing your chains more and more round you. By
a law of human nature, every time you sin, the habit becomes
stronger, so that you are every day becoming more completely
like the devil. It is every day more hard to turn. Experience shows
that most people are converted when young. Dear young people,
every day you live in sin it will be more impossible to turn.
“They that seek me early shall find me.”

2d, From the day you were born you have gone astray from
Christ. The Good Shepherd has been seeking you. Every day you
remain unsaved, you are wandering away from Him. Every day
you are getting nearer to hell and further from Christ. Unbelief
gets stronger every day.

[11. The deadly enmity of natural men to God.—“Their
poison,” etc.—For two reasons.—

(1.) Because they are the children of the old serpent, the
devil.—All natural men are the seed of the serpent.—See Gen.
3:15. All who oppose and didlike the children of God, do so
because they are the seed of the serpent, and the poison of the old
serpent remains in them. John the Baptist called the Pharisees a
generation of vipers. “O generation of vipers!” Matt. 3:7. In a
still more dreadful manner did our blessed Lord: “Y e serpents, ye
generation of vipers!” Matt. 23:33. The Pharisees and Sadducees
were not of a different nature from us; they had the same flesh
and blood, and the same wicked heart; they were children of their
father the devil, and the lusts of their father they would do “ Their
poison was like the poison of a serpent.”

124



(2.) Because they have a mortal enmity to God.—The poison
of the serpent is deadly poison. When it darts its envenomed sting
into a man, it seeks to kill him. Such is the cruel venom of the
natural heart against God. He is a mortal enemy to God's holy
government. It has been said, “If the throne of God were within
your reach, and you knew, it would not be safe one hour.” Heisa
mortal enemy to the very being of God. “The fool has said in his
heart, There is no God,” Ps. 14:1. It isin his heart he says this;
thisis the secret desire of every unconverted bosom. If the breast
of God were within the reach of men, it would be stabbed a
million of times in one moment. When God was manifest in the
flesh, He was atogether lovely; He did no sin; He went about
continually doing good: and yet they took Him and hung Him on
atree; they mocked Him and spit upon Him. And thisis the way
men would do with God again.

Learn—First, The fearful depravity of your heart. | venture to
say there is not an unconverted man present who has the most
distant idea of the monstrous wickedness that is now within his
breast. Stop till you arein hell, and it will break out unrestrained.
But still let me tell you what it is; you have a heart that would kil
God if you could. If the bosom of God were now within your
reach, and one blow would rid the universe of God, you have a
heart fit to do the deed. Second, The amazing love of Christ:
“While we were enemies, Christ died for us.”

IV. Deaf to the voice of the gospel.—It is a well-known fact
that many kinds of serpents can be tamed by the power of music.
Thisisreferred to in Eccles. 10:11 and Jer. 8:17. Many travellers
in Egypt and India have seen this. But there is said to be one kind
of serpent which is either deaf, so that it cannot hear the music, or
it has the power of making itself deaf for the time, so that it is not
charmed. So it is with unconverted men.

Christ is the great charmer. His voice is like the sound of
many waters. Never man spake like this man. When Andrew and
Peter heard it, they left all and followed Him; so did James, and
John, and Matthew. When the bride hears Him, she cries, The
voice of my beloved! When the sheep hear his voice, they follow
Him; when the dead hear his voice, they live; when the heavy
laden hear it, they find rest.
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But unconverted men will not hear. They are like
Manasseh—they will not hearken; they are like the Jews when
Stephen preached—they stopped their ears and ran.

Ah! how many of you are doing this very thing—stopping
your earsl How many of you stop your ears with the noise of the
world, its business and care—some with a favourite lust! The
voice of the Great Charmer has been often heard in this place,
and some have heard it and followed Him; and why are you left
behind?

Learn—First, The folly of this. He is charming you to bless
you—to bring you to peace, pardon, holiness. “There is no other
name given among men whereby you can be saved.” Second, The
guilt of this. It is the highest sin of al, to “refuse Him that
speaketh from heaven,” Heb. 12:25. It is put last here. It is
unpardonable. All manner of sin and blasphemy may be forgiven
to you; but if you will not hear the voice of Christ, you must
perish. Christ is knocking at your door and saying, “If any man
hear my voice, | will come in.” Oh, think of the guilt of letting
the Son of God stand at your door! Some would fain lay the
blame off themselves, but God washes himself clear of the
unbeliever’s guilt. It is you that stop your ear; ye do always resist
the Holy Ghost. You will one day find that he that believeth not
shall be damned.
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SERMON XVIII.

THE IMPRESSIONS OF NATURAL MEN ARE FADING

“O Ephraim, what shall | do unto thee? O Judah, what shall | do unto
thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it
goeth away.” —HOSEA 6:4.

Doctrine—The impressions of natural men are fading.

In these words, God complains that He did not know what to
do with Israel, their impressions were so fading. He says, verse 5,
that He had hewed them by the prophets, and slain them by the
words of his mouth; and their judgments were as the light that
goeth forth. At one time He sent them severe awakening
messages of coming wrath; then messages of love and grace, as
bright and as many as the beams of the sun. They were a little
impressed by them; the cloud of distress began to gather on their
brow; the dew of grief seemed to start to their cheek, but it soon
dried up. It was like the morning cloud and early dew that goeth
awvay. So it is with al the unconverted persons in this
congregation, who will finaly perish. God has sent them
awakening messages, hewed them by the prophets, and dain
them by the words of his mouth. He has sent them also sweet
encouraging messages; his judgments have been like the light
that goeth forth. They think, and are impressed for a little, but it
soon dies away. “O Ephraim, what shall | do,” etc.

I. The fact that the impressions of natural men fade away

(1.) Prove the fact from Scripture—The Scriptures abound
with examples of it. First, Lot's wife. She was a good deal
awakened. The anxious faces of the two angelic men—their
awful words, and merciful hands—made a deep impression on
her. The anxiety of her husband, too, and his words to his sons-
in-law, sunk into her heart. She fled with anxious steps; but as the
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morning brightened, her anxious thoughts began to wear away.
She looked back, and became a pillar of salt. Second, Isradl at the
Red Sea. When Israel had been led through the deep water in
safety, and when they saw their enemies drowned, then they sang
God's praise. Their hearts were much affected by this
deliverance. They sang, “The Lord is my strength and song, He
aso is become my salvation.” They sang his praise, but soon
forgot his works. In three days they were murmuring against God
because of the bitter waters. Third, Once a young man came
running to Jesus, and he kneeled down, saying, “Good Master,
what good thing shall | do that | may inherit eternal life?” A flash
of conviction had passed over his conscience; he was now
kneeling at the feet of Christ, but he never kneeled there any
more; he went away sorrowful. His goodness was like a morning
cloud. Fourth, Once Paul preached before Felix, the Roman
governor; and as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and
judgment to come, Felix trembled. The preaching of the gospel
made the proud Roman tremble on his throne, but did it save his
soul? Ah, no! “Go thy way for this time; when | have a more
convenient season | will send for thee.” His goodness was like
the morning cloud. Fifth, Again, Paul preached before King
Agrippa and his beautiful Bernice, with al the captains and chief
men of the city. The word troubled Agrippa’s heart,—the tear
started into his roya eye—for a moment he thought of leaving
al for Christ. “ Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” But
ah! his goodness was like a morning cloud and early dew. In all
these the cloud gathered over them,—for a moment the dew
glistened in their eye, but soon it passed away, and left the hard
rocky heart behind.

(2.) Prove the fact from experience—Most men under a
preached gospel have their times of awakening. If the
impressions of natural men were permanent, then most would be
saved; but we know that this is not the case. Few there be that
find it. Perhaps | would not go far wrong if | were to say that
there may not be ten grown-up men in this congregation who
have never experienced any concern for their soul, and yet | fear
there may be hundreds who will finally perish.

1%, How many have had a time of awakening in childhood,—
when they were prayed over by a believing mother, or warned by
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a believing father, or taught by a faithful Sabbath-school teacher;
how many have had deep impressions made at the Sabbath
school; but they have passed away like the morning cloud and
early dew!

2d, At their first communion, when they first spoke to a
minister about their soul, and heard his piercing questions and
faithful warnings, when they got their token from his hand, when
they first received the bread and wine, and sat at the table of the
Lord, they trembled; the tear dimmed their eye; they went home
to pray. But soon it wore away. The world—pleasure—cares—
involved the mind, and all was gone like the cloud and the dew.

3d, A first sickness. How many, lad down on a bed of
sickness, are made to look over the verge of the grave! They
tremble as they think how unprepared they are to die; and now
they begin to vow and resolve, If the Lord spare me, | will avoid
evil companions, | will pray and read my Bible, etc.; but no
sooner are they better than the resolutions are forgotten, like the
cloud and dew.

4" First death in a family. What a deep impression this
makes on a feeling heart! That lovely circle is broken round the
fire, and never will be whole again. Now they begin to pray,—to
turn to Him that smites. Perhaps, kneeling beside the cold body,
they vow no longer to go back to sin and folly. Or, following the
body to the grave, while the big tear stands in the eye, they
promise to bury all their sins and follies in the grave of their
beloved one. But soon a change comes over them,—the tears dry
up, and the prayer is forgotten. The world takes its place again
and reigns. Their goodness is as the morning cloud.

5" In atime of awakening, many receive deep impressions.
Some are alarmed to see others alarmed that are no worse than
they. Many have their feelings stirred,—their affections moved.
Many are brought to desire conversion,—to weep and to pray.
Mr. Edwards mentions that there was scarcely an individual in
the whole town unconcerned; there were tokens of God's
presence in every house. So here; and yet, when the time is past,
how soon they sink back into former indifference!l Their
goodness is as the morning cloud.

Dear friends, ye are my witnesses. | do not know, but I
believe | am not wrong in stating, that by far the greater number
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of you have been under remorse at some time or another, and yet
God and your own consciences know how fading these
impressions have been. Just as the morning cloud passes off the
mountain’s brow, and the dew is dried up from the rock, and
leaves it arock still, so your impressions have passed away, and
left you a rocky heart still. So it is in those that perish. The way
to hell is paved with good intentions, and hell is peopled with
those who once wept and prayed for their souls. “O Ephraim,
what shall | do unto thee?’

(3.) Let us show the steps of impressions fading away.—
When a natural man is under concern, he begins to make a very
diligent use of the means of grace.

1%, Prayer.—When a man is under the fear of hell, he begins
to pray, and often he has very melting and sweet affections in
prayer. Aslong as his impressions last, he may be very constant
in his duty. But will he always call upon God? When his concern
ceases, his praying in secret gradually ceases aso. Not all at
once, but by degrees he gives up secret prayer. Once he has been
out in company, another time kept long at business, another time
he is deeping, and so by degrees he gives it up altogether. “O
Ephraim,” etc.

2d, Hearing the word.—When a man is first awakened, he
comes well out to the preaching of the word. He knows that God
blesses especially the preaching of the word,—that it pleases God
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. He is
an arrested hearer; be drinks in the words of the minister; he is
lively in his attendance on the word; if there be preaching in the
week-evening, he puts by hiswork in order to be there. But when
his concern wears away, he begins to weary first of the weekday
service, then of the Sabbath; then perhaps he seeks a more
careless ministry, where he may slumber on till death and
judgment. Ah! this has been the course of thousands in this place.
“O Ephraim,” etc.

3d, Asking counsel of ministers—When souls are under
remorse, they often ask counsel of the under shepherds of Christ.
“Going and weeping, they come to seek the Lord their God: they
ask the way to Zion.” They go to the watchman, saying, Saw ye
Him whom my soul loveth? This is one of the duties of the
faithful pastor, for “the priest’s lips should keep knowledge; and
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they should seek the law at his mouth; for he is the messenger of
the Lord of Hosts.” But when concern dies away, this dies away.
Many come once, that never come again. “O Ephraim,” etc.

4™ Avoiding sin—When a man is under convictions, he
aways avoids open sin,—flees from it with all his might. He
reforms his life; his soul is swept and garnished. But when his
concern dies away, his lusts revive, and he goes back like a dog
to hisvomit, and like the sow that was washed to itswallowing in
the mire. If there was anything saving in the impressions of
natural men, they would turn holier; but, on the contrary, they
turn worse and worse. Seven devils enter into that man, and the
latter end is worse than the beginning. “O Ephraim,” etc.

I1. Reasons why the impressions of natural men die away

(1.) They never are brought to fedl truly lost.—The wounds of
natural men are generally skin deep. Sometimes it is just a flash
of terror that has alarmed them. Often it is the sense of some one
great sin they have committed. Sometimes it is only sympathy
with others,—fleeing because others flee. They are often brought
to say, | am a great sinner; | fear there is no mercy for me. Still
they are not brought to feel undone—their mouth is not
stopped,—they do not cover the lip like the leper. They think a
little prayer, sorrow, repentance, amendment, will do. If they
could only change their way. They are not brought to see that all
they do just signifies nothing toward justifying them. If they were
brought to feel their utterly lost state, and their need of another’s
righteousness, they never could rest in the world again.

(2.) They never saw the beauty of Christ.—A flash of terror
may bring a man to his knees, but will not bring him to Christ.
Ah! no; love must draw. A natural man, under concern, sees no
beauty nor desirableness in Christ. He is not brought to look to
Him whom he pierced, and to mourn. When once a man gets a
sight of the supreme excellence and sweetness of Christ,—when
he sees his fulness for pardon, peace, holiness—he will never
draw back. He may be in distress and in darkness; but he will rise
and go about the city to seek Him whom his soul loveth. The
heart that has once seen Christ is smit with the love of Him, and
never can rest nor take up with others short of Him.

(3.) He never had heart-hatred of sin—The impressions of
natural men are generally of terror. They feel the danger of sin,
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not the filthiness of it. They feel that God isjust and true; that the
law must be avenged; that the wrath of God will come. They see
that there is hell in their sins; but they do not feel their sinsto be
ahell. They love sin; they have no change of nature. The Spirit of
God does not dwell in them; and therefore the impression wears
easily away, like as on sand. Those that are brought to Christ are
brought to see the turpitude of sin. They cry not, Behold | am
undone; but, Behold | am vile. Aslong as sin is in their breast,
they are kept fleeing to the cross of Christ.

(4.) They have no promises to keep their impressions.—Those
who are in Christ have sweet promises. “l will put my fear in
their hearts,” Jer. 32:40. “Being confident that He which hath
begun a good work in you will perform it,” Phil. 1:6. But natura
men have no interest in these promises; and so, in the time of
temptation, their anxieties easily wear away.

[11. Sadness of their case

(1.) God mourns over their case—"“O Ephraim.” It must be a
truly sad case that God mourns over. When Christ wept over
Jerusalem, it showed it was in a desperate case, because that eye
that wept saw plainly what was coming; and, accordingly, in a
few years, that lovely city was a ruined heap, and multitudes of
those then living were in hell, and their children vagabonds.
When Christ looked round on the Pharisees with anger, being
grieved at the hardness of their hearts, it showed a desperate case;
He would not grieve for nothing. So here you may be sure the
case of natural men who lose their impressions is very desperate,
from these words of God, “O Ephraim.”

(2.) God has no new method of awakening.—God speaks as
even at a loss what to do, to show you that there remaineth no
more sacrifice for sins. You have heard all the awakening truths
in the Bible, and all the winning, comforting truths. You have
been at Sinai, and at Gethsemane, and at Calvary: what more can
| do unto thee? These have been pressed home upon you by
divine providences, in affliction, by the bed of death, and in a
time of wide awakening. Y ou have passed through a season when
it was tenfold more likely that you would be truly converted than
any other time. You are sunk back! Ah! the harvest is past, the
summer is ended, and you are not saved. God has no more arrows
in his quiver, no new arguments, no other hell, no other Christ.
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(3.) No good by your past impressions—When the cloud is
dried up off the mountain’s brow, and the dew off the rock, the
mountain is as great as before, and the rock as hard; but when
convictions fade away from the heart of a natural man, they leave
the mountain of his sins much greater, and his rocky heart much
harder. It is less likely that that man will ever be saved. Just as
iron is hardened by being melted and cooled again; just as a
person recovering from fever relapses, and is worse than before.

1%, You are now older, and every day less likely to be saved;
your heart gets used to its old ways of thinking and feeling; the
old knee cannot easily learn to bend.

2d, You have offended the Spirit; you have missed your
opportunity; you have vexed the Holy Spirit; convictions are not
in your own power; the Spirit hath mercy on whom He will have
mercy.

3d, You have got into the way of putting aside convictions.
The eyelid naturally closes when any object is coming against it;
so does the heart of a practised worldling close and shut out
convictions.

4™ When you come to hell, you will wish you never had had
convictions, they will make your punishment so much the
greater.

| would now entreat all who have any impressions not to let
them dlip. It isagreat mercy to live under a gospel ministry; still
greater to live in a time of reviva; sill greater to have God
pouring the Spirit into your heart, awakening your soul. Do not
neglect it, do not turn back; remember Lot’s wife. Escape for thy
life; look not behind thee; tarry not in all the plain. Escape to the
mountain, lest thou be consumed.
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SERMON XIX.

DO WHAT YOU CAN

“She hath done what she could; she is come aforehand to anoint my
body to the burying.”—MARK 14:8.

Doctrine—Do what you can.

From the Gospel of John (11:2), we learn that this woman
was Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha. We have already
learned that she was an eminent believer: “She sat at the feet of
Jesus, and heard his word.” Jesus himself said of her: “Mary hath
chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”
Now it is interesting to see this same Mary eminent in another
way,—not only as a contemplative believer, but as an active
believer.

Many seem to think, that to be a believer is to have certain
feelings and experiences; forgetting al the time that these are but
the flowers, and that the fruit must follow. The engrafting of the
branch is good, the inflowing of the sap good, but the fruit is the
end in view. So faith is good, and peace and joy are good, but
holy fruit isthe end for which we are saved.

I trust many of you, last Sabbath, were like Mary, sitting at
the Redeemer’s feet, and hearing his word. Now | would
persuade you to be like Mary, in doing what you can for Christ.
If you have been bought with a price, then glorify God in your
body and spirit, which are his. | beseech you by the mercies of
God.

I. These are things which we can do

(1.) We could love Christ, pray and praise more—What this
woman did she did to Christ. Jesus had saved her soul, had saved
her brother and sister, and she felt that she could not do too much
for Him. She brought an alabaster box of ointment, very costly,
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and brake the box and poured it on his head. No doubt, she loved
his disciples—holy John and frank Peter,—yet still she loved
Christ more. No doubt she loved Christ’s poor, and was often
kind to them; yet she loved Jesus more. On his blessed head, that
was so soon to be crowned with thorns,—on his blessed feet, that
were so soon to be pierced with nails,—she poured the precious
ointment This is what we should do. If we have been saved by
Christ, we should pour out our best affections on Him. It is well
to love his disciples, well to love his ministers, well to love his
poor, but it is best to love himself. We cannot now reach his
blessed head, nor anoint his holy feet; but we can fall down at his
footstool, and pour out our affections towards Him. It was not the
ointment Jesus cared for,—what does the King of Glory care for
a little ointment?—nbut it is the loving heart, poured out upon his
feet; it is the adoration, praise, love, and prayers of a believer's
broken heart, that Christ cares for. The new heart is the aabaster
box that Jesus loves.

Oh, brethren, could you not do more in this way? Could you
not give more time to pouring out your heart to Jesus—breaking
the box, and filling the room with the odour of your praise?
Could you not pray more than you do to be filled with the Spirit,
that the Spirit may be poured down on ministers, and God's
people, and on an unconverted world? Jesus loves tears and
groans from a broken heart.

(2.) We could live holier lives—The church is thus described
in the Song of Solomon: “Who is this that cometh out of the
wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and
frankincense, with all powders of the merchant?’ The holiness of
the believer is like the most precious perfume. When a holy
believer goes through the world, filled with the Spirit, made more
than congueror, the fragrance fills the room; “’tis as if an angel
shook hiswings.” If the world were full of believers, it would be
like a bed of spices; but oh how few believers carry much of the
odour of heaven along with them! How many you might be the
means of saving, if you lived a holy, consistent life—if you were
evidently a sacrifice bound upon God's altar! Wives might thus,
without the word, win their husbands, when they see your chaste
conversation coupled with fear; parents might in this way save
their children, when they saw you holy and happy; children have
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often thus saved their parents. Servants, adorn the doctrine of
God your Saviour in all things; let your light shine before men.
The poorest can do this as well as the richest, the youngest as
well asthe oldest. Oh, thereis no argument like a holy lifel

(3.) You could seek the salvation of others—If you have
really been brought to Christ and saved, then you know thereis a
hell,—you know that al the unconverted around you are
hastening to it; you know there is a Saviour, and that He is
stretching out his hands al the day long to sinners. Could you do
no more to save sinners than you do? Do you do all you can? You
say you pray for them; but is it not hypocrisy to pray and do
nothing? Will God hear these prayers? Have you no fears that
prayers without labours are only provoking God? You say you
cannot speak, you are not learned. Will that excuse stand in the
judgment? Does it require much learning to tell fellow-sinners
that they are perishing! If their house was on fire, would it
require much learning to wake the sleepers?

Begin at home.—Could you not do more for the salvation of
those at home? If there are children or servants, have you done all
you can for them? Have you done all you can to bring the truth
before them, to bring them under a living ministry, to get them to
pray and give up sin?

Do you do what you can for your neighbours? Can you pass
your neighbours for years together, and see them on the broad
way, without warning them? Do you make a full use of tracts,
giving suitable ones to those that need them? Do you persuade
Sabbath-breakers to go to the house of God? Do you do anything
in Sabbath schools? Could you not tell little children the way to
be saved? Do you do what you can for the world? The field is the
world.

(4.) Feed Christ's poor.—I am far from thinking that the
wicked poor should be passed over, but Christ’s poor are our
brothers and sisters. Do you do what you can for them? In the
great day, Christ will say to those on his right hand, “Come ye
blessed, for | was an hungered, and ye gave me meat.” They
stand in the place of Christ. Christ does not any more stand in
need of Mary's ointment, or Martha's hospitality, or the
Samaritan’'s drink of water. He is beyond the reach of these
things, and will never need them more; but He has left many of
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his brothers and sisters behind in this world, some diseased, some
lame, some like Lazarus all covered with sores; and He says,
What ye do to them, ye do to me. Do you live plainly, in order to
have more to give away? Do you put away vain and gaudy
clothes, that you may be able to clothe the naked? Are you thrifty
in managing what you have, letting nothing be lost?

I1. Reasons why we should do what we can

(1.) Christ has done what He could for us—"What could
have been done more to my vineyard, that | have not done in it?’
Isa. 5:4. He thought nothing too much to do and to suffer for us.
While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Greater love than
this hath no man. All his life, between the manger at Bethlehem
and the cross of Calvary, was spent in labours and infinite
sufferings for us. All that we needed to suffer, He suffered; all
that we need to obey, He obeyed. All hislife in glory He spends
for us. He ever liveth to make intercession for us. He is head over
al things for us; makes everything in all worlds work together for
our good. It is al but incredible that each person of the Godhead
has made himself over to us to be ours. The Father says, “I am
thy God;” the Son, “Fear not, for | have redeemed thee;” the Holy
Ghost makes us a temple, “I will dwell in them, and walk in
them.” Isit much that we should do al we can for Him,—that we
should give ourselves up to Him who gave himself for us?

(2.) Satan does all he can.—Sometimes he comes as a lion—
your adversary the devil, as aroaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour; sometimes as a serpent, “as the serpent
beguiled Eve;” sometimes as an angel of light. He does al he can
to tempt and beguile the saints, leading them away by false
teachers, injecting blasphemies and polluted thoughts into their
minds, casting fiery darts at their souls, stirring up the world to
hate and persecute them, stirring up father and mother against the
children, and brother against brother. He does al he can to lead
captive wicked men, blinding their minds, not allowing them to
listen to the gospel, steeping them in swinish lusts, leading them
into despair. When he knows his time is short, he rages al the
more. Oh, should not we do all we can, if Satan does all he can?

(3.) We have done all we could the other way.—This was one
of Paul’s great motives for doing all he could: “I thank Christ
Jesus our Lord for putting me into the ministry; for | was a
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blasphemer, and persecutor, and injurious.” He never could
forget how he had persecuted the church of God, and wasted it;
and this made him as diligent in building it up, and haling men
and women to Christ. He preached the faith which once he
destroyed. So with Peter: “Let us live the rest of our time in the
flesh not to the lusts of men, but to the will of God; for the time
past of our lives may suffice to have wrought the will of the
Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of
wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries.” So
with John Newton: “How can the old African blasphemer be
silent?” So with many of you; you ran greedily after sin; you
were at great pains and cost, and did not spare health, or money,
or time, to obtain some sinful gratification. How can you now
grudge anything for Christ? Only serve Christ as zealously as you
once served the devil.

(4.) Christ will own and reward what we do.—The labour that
Christ blesseth is believing labour. It is not words of human
wisdom, but words of faith, that God makes arrows. The word of
a little maid was blessed in the house of Naaman the Syrian.
“Follow me” was made the arrow to pierce the heart of Matthew.
It is all oneto God to save, whether with many, or with them that
have no might. If you would do all you can, the town would be
filled with the fragrance. Christ will reward it. He defended
Mary’s work of love, and said it should be spoken of over al the
world, and it will yet be told in the judgment. A cup of cold water
He will not pass over. “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

(5.) If you do not do all you can, how can you prove yourself
a Christian?—" Pure religion and undefiled before God the Father
is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and
to keep himself unspotted from the world.” You are greatly
mistaken if you think that to be a Christian is merely to have
certain views, and convictions, and spiritual delights. This is all
well; but if it leads not to a devoted life, | fear itisall adelusion.
If any man bein Christ, heis anew creature.

[11. Let us answer objections

(1.) The world will mock at us—Ans. This is true. They
mocked at Mary; they called it waste and extravagance; and yet,
Christ said it was well done. So, if you do what you can, the
world will laugh at you, but you will have the smile of Christ.
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They mocked at Christ when He was full of zedl; they said He
was mad and had a devil. They mocked at Paul, and said he was
mad; and so with al Christ’s living members. “Rejoice, inasmuch
as ye are partakers of the sufferings of Christ.” “If ye suffer with
Him, ye shall also reign with Him.”

(2.) What can | do?—I am a woman.—Mary was a woman,
yet she did what she could. Mary Magdalene was a woman, and
yet she was first at the sepulchre. Phebe was a woman, yet a
succourer of many, and of Paul also. Dorcas was a woman, yet
she made coats and garments for the poor at Joppa. | am a
child—Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings God perfects
praise. God has often used children in the conversion of their
parents.

(3.) I have too little grace to do good.—"He that watereth
others, shall be watered himself.” “The liberal soul shall be made
fat.” “It pleased the Father that in Christ should all fulness
dwell.” Thereis afull supply of the Spirit to teach you to pray; a
full supply of grace to slay your sins and quicken your graces. If
you use opportunities of speaking to others, God will give you
plenty. If you give much to God's poor, you shall never want a
rich supply. “God is able to make al grace abound toward you;
that ye, always having all sufficiency in al things, may abound to
every good work.” “Bring al the tithes unto my storehouse, and
prove me now herewith.” “Honour the Lord with thy substance,
and with the first-fruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns be
filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”

April 26, 1842.
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SERMON XX.

MOTIVES FOR LAYING HOLD OF JESUS

“It was but a little that | passed from them, but | found Him whom my
soul loveth: | held Him, and would not let Him go, until | had brought
Him into my mother's house, and into the chamber of her that
conceived me’—SONG 3:4.

HAVE you found Him whom your soul loveth? Have you this
day seen his beauty, heard his voice, believed the record
concerning Him, sat under his shadow, found fellowship with
Him? Then hold Him, and do not let Him go.

I. Mot